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resent and reunite families 
separated at the border.

Also in this issue, senior 
editor Trey Popp profi les Da-
vid Skeel, a professor special-
izing in bankruptcy law and 
an evangelical Christian, who 
has in recent years increas-
ingly come to blend those 
two interests in his scholar-
ship and other writing. “The 
Law, the Gospel, and David 
Skeel” traces Skeel’s intellec-
tual and spiritual journey 
from a college English major 
so ignorant of the Judeo-
Christian tradition that he 
was unfamiliar with the story 
of Abraham and Isaac to a 
leading fi gure in one of the 
least English-majory corners 
of the legal profession and a 
committed believer in the 
Bible as the “true and au-
thoritative” guide to life.

According to a June 30, 
1922, article in the Gazette, 
moving Commencement to 
Weightman Hall meant that 
the 1,196 students in the Class 
of 1922 had to graduate in 
shifts, undergrads in the 
morning and graduate and 
professional schools in the 
afternoon (leading to a plug 
for construction of Irvine Au-
ditorium, then in the plan-
ning stages). Even so, the ar-
ticle concluded that the ex-
periment—by providing “a 
truly academic atmosphere”—
was worth continuing: “Hold-
ing the graduating exercises 
on the campus proved a suc-
cess from every angle.” 

“heightened resilience and 
responsiveness” and ability to 
see the world “with near su-
perhuman keenness. Where 
others see a roadblock, you 
discern a path forward.”

And 2022 will also be re-
membered as the year of two 
Commencements, as the Uni-
versity held a second ceremo-
ny on Sunday, May 22, to cel-
ebrate the Class of 2020 and 
the 2021 graduate students 
shut out from their live event 
last year. Pritchett called them 
“the oft delayed but never de-
terred, most amazing, most 
incredible Class of 2020.” 
Read more about both events 
in this issue’s “Gazetteer.”

Alumni Weekend was back 
on campus in full force as 
well—extra strength, in 
fact—as this year’s reunion 
classes were joined by the 
fi ve-year classes whose gath-
erings were put off , swelling 
the ranks of returning alum-
ni, who were undeterred by 
rain, especially heavy during 
the parade down Locust 
Walk (see our photo essay on 
page 24). Neither the weath-
er nor lingering concerns 
about COVID kept people 
away. According to Alumni 
Relations fi gures, 2022 set a 
record for undergraduate 

As reported in this issue’s 
“Old Penn,” 2022 
marks the 100th an-

niversary of the fi rst time a 
Penn Commencement took 
place on campus, being held 
in Weightman Hall rather 
than at the Academy of Mu-
sic or Metropolitan Opera 
House downtown, the previ-
ous usual venues—which is 
the third most notable Penn 
Commencement-related fact 
about this year.

Much more signifi cant for 
the graduating students 
ranged on Franklin Field, 
their families and friends in 
the stadium stands, and the 
University leaders and hon-
orands gathered on stage on 
the morning of May 16, the 
year 2022 also marked the 
return of a fully in-person 
Commencement after a vir-
tual ceremony in 2020 and a 
limited-attendance event for 
undergraduates only in 2021.

The Class of 2022 was ap-
proaching the three-quarter 
mark of their sophomore year 
when the pandemic struck, 
and they have mostly spent 
their time since then virtual, 
masked, and socially dis-
tanced. Interim President 
and former provost Wendell 
Pritchett Gr’97 praised their 

Coming 
Together, 
Torn Apart

From the Editor

attendance, and the overall 
number was close.

As in pre-pandemic times, 
the weekend also featured a 
variety of expert talks and pan-
els—freshly novel in that they 
were accessed by foot rather 
than Zoom—on topics ranging 
from Hollywood to climate 
change. It was a talk that he 
gave in 2019 to fi rst-generation 
and low-income students at 
Penn that helped lead human-
rights lawyer Efrén Olivares 
C’05 to write his new memoir, 
My Boy Will Die of Sorrow: A 
Memoir of Immigration from 
the Front Lines.

As frequent contributor 
Julia M. Klein recounts in 
“Crossing Borders,” Olivares 
had come to speak at the 

Greenfi eld Intercultural Cen-
ter, where he was a work-
study student and found his 
social and cultural home on 
campus, when for the fi rst 
time he began to see the con-
nections between his own 
immigration story and the 
plight of the much more des-
perate families caught up in 
the Trump Administration’s 
“zero tolerance” policy at the 
US-Mexico border in 2018. 
The book weaves together 
Olivares’ own journey com-
ing to the US as a teenager 
with limited English skills to 
Penn, Yale law school, and a 
legal career with his eff orts 
to fi ght the policy and to rep-

Returning alumni 
were undeterred 
by rain during 
the parade.
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severe issues. Dr. Beck truly lived a rich, 
full life, and he maintained his extraordi-
nary intellectual curiosity and his human-
ity to the very end. That is something I 
hope to emulate as I age.

Ralph L. Landy W’79 L’84, Gaithersburg, MD

Taken Aback
I was taken aback by a statement in the 

article “Spotlight on Swimming” [“Sports,” 
Mar|Apr 2022]. The discussion was 
about Lia Thomas and the controversy 
surrounding her competition in the 
NCAA championships. The writer stated 
that the controversy was “driven largely 
by right wing outlets publishing anony-
mous quotes.” Where did this conclusion 
come from? It was a political statement 
where none was necessary or helpful.

Rather than just criticize, I off er a sug-
gestion: how about surveying parents of 
female athletes (and perhaps the aspir-
ing athletes as well) across the country 
on this issue, with responses collected, 
of course without attribution. I think the 
results may surprise and inform the au-
thor and others.

Don Nemerov W’72, Lake Forest, IL

In Defense of the Electoral College
In disagreement with most every-

thing author Beau Breslin is reported 
to espouse in “Constitution, Revised” 
[“Arts,” Mar|Apr 2022], I write, in par-
ticular, in defense of the Electoral 
College (EC) on these grounds:

First, while the EC arose to avoid a 
tyranny of the majority of large 
states over small, it today protects 
the rural from urban tyranny and 
also may protect minorities from a 
tyranny of a majority or regions 
from a tyranny of other regions.

Second, imagine the chaos, costs, and 
uncertainty of a national recount, 
against which the EC further protects.

Third, voters insist our presidents be 
capable of enduring great stress, pos-
sess above average if not superior intel-
ligence, and be possessed of vision as 
the antidote to blind ambition. Requir-
ing candidates to develop a national 
campaign to win tests those qualities. 
Alaska, Hawaii, Wyoming, North Da-
kota, and other low-density states won’t 
see another candidate again.

Lastly, eliminating the EC weakens 
federalism. The states, in Jeff erson’s 
words, are the “laboratory of democ-
racy.” While national uniformity may 
have an appeal of consistency, it will be 
and already is, to the extent of federal 
mandates, a dampener on innovation 
and personal freedoms. More central-
ized uniformity is anti-democratic.

Morris A. Nunes C’70 W’70, Waleska, GA

The Antithesis of Democracy
I was pleased to see Beau Breslin in-

clude reforming the undemocratic US 
Senate among his constitutional reform 
proposals. The antithesis of democracy 
is 576,851 Americans living in Wyoming 
having the same power in the Senate as 
39,538,223 Americans living in Califor-
nia. Each California American has only 
1.46 percent of the Senatorial representa-
tion of a Wyoming American. No Taxa-
tion With 1.46 Percent Representation!

Such reform need not affect each 
state’s right to exercise its sovereignty 
within its own borders.

One could factor out non-citizens, but 
the case for redressing the inequi-
ty would remain.

Bill Marker C’72, Baltimore

Letters

We Welcome 
Letters

Please email us at gazette@ben.dev.upenn.edu.

Letters should refer to material published in the 

magazine and may be edited for clarity, civility, 

and length.

What Ifs Don’t Educate
As I recall, three of our past presidents 

have told the heads of Russia that we 
would not push to put Ukraine in NATO. 
The Russians accepted our word. Their 
principal interest is Sevastopol, which 
is their warm-water port. If Ukraine en-
tered NATO, this port would be in dan-
ger of being lost to Russia’s use. That is 
the crux of the issue.  

Why Russia continues to destroy 
Ukraine I cannot speak to, unless Putin 
cannot obtain assurances of Russia’s ac-
cess to Sevastopol.

I think of greater interest is that the 
United States has entered an undeclared 
war with Russia via Ukraine. Providing 
military hardware, security advice, and 
funds to Ukraine has in eff ect put us in 
a war with Russia. No news (opinion) 
personnel have approached this. Biden 
has entered a war with Russia.  

The article in the Gazette [“Thinking 
About Ukraine,” May|Jun 2022] goes 
into all sorts of what ifs but with little 
or no documentation. In reality that 
does not educate me in any way. The 
article is a subjective list of possibilities 
associated with the various players. We 
in an education institution should be 
more grounded in facts.  

Beach Carre W’62, Fairfax, VA

Extraordinary
I read with great interest my classmate 

Stephen Fried’s article “Tim Beck’s Final 
Brainstorms” [May|Jun 2022]. While 
many Penn alumni are aware of Dr. Beck’s 
towering accomplishments in psychiatry, 
especially his development of cognitive 
behavioral therapy, I was amazed to read 
how he continued to modify his therapy 
in his 90s to benefi t patients with more 

Undeclared war, a life to 
emulate, controversy’s cause, 
constitutional questions.
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Views  Alumni Voices

Illustration by Laura Liedo

Suddenly one summer afternoon a 
spark tingles my senses. It is tentative, 
elusive. Another life reaches out and 
touches mine. Just possibly, I think, some-
thing is left. Yet the weight of so much 
past experience cautions me: Probably 
not. This could easily lead to rejection, 
more loss. I am in dangerous territory. 
And it was such a little spark—does it 
merit faith, or action? Yet perhaps! It is 
impossible to know, and I feel a new 
kind of guardedness. Against my fears. 
Against myself. Is this mere dreaming, 
desperate hope? I think of bolting: say-
ing with as much grace as I can muster, 
“It’s not you. I’m just not ready yet.” 

I resolve to get up out of my chair and 
walk and talk more, not cling to the safe 
and moleish world of my desk. But it’s 
not easy after having spent decades 
learning the art of sitzfl eisch, sitting still 
and trying to make a few words sing. My 
quiver had long been full of prepared 
excuses for not rising: I needed to fi nish 
a paragraph, I could not risk my fragile 
heart. I was nearing 90. So many other 
acts I once managed easily—throw a bas-
ketball, jump rope, pitch a fl y to some 
recalcitrant trout—I simply could not do. 
Loving someone new was impossible. 

Frankly, what spooked me was the 
very idea of turning 90. It was such a 
large and defi ning number. It possessed 
a numinous power to delete whatever 
gains had become a part of me. My 
limitations would only claim more ter-
ritory, aggressively, becoming physical 
impossibilities. I would have to outwit 
the grim gray fellow who kept whisper-
ing “You cannot do this”—walk more, 
do at least a few more of those terrifi -
cally boring exercises. 

But the present moment turns out to 
hold the same amount of possibility as 
it ever did.

When Ruth fi rst took my hand, pressed 
it in a way that shot like electricity into 
my brain—when even our fi rst dinner 
found us chatting like old pals—some-
thing in each of us was reaching out. 
And now the new and the unpredictable 

Nearing Ninety
“I fi nd it impossible not to wonder what’s left.”
By Nick Lyons 

Picasso described his paintings as “the 
sum of destructions.” Aging can lean 
that way. 

First, with new titanium hips, my doc-
tor tells me that I must stop running and 
must never even do so much as jump 
rope. Then I fall: once, then twice, and 
before long a dozen times. And though I 
suff er only minimal injury, I know that’s 
just dumb luck and that the odds will 
grow much worse. I can remember Mer-
yl Streep but not that actress—what’s her 
name?—who was in the movie I loved 
(but have forgotten), and that thin actor, 

you know, what’s his name. More and 
more friends and loved ones have died. 
Mari, my wife of 58 years, is gone and my 
eldest son, Paul, of melanoma. After the 
abject grief and sleepless nights, the dull-
ing of my senses as if some parts of me 
have been smashed irretrievably, I worry 
that with so much lost I may have lost 
the capacity to love. The frequency of 
these defeats and casualties accelerated 
as I marched through my 80s, and now, 
nearing 90, I fi nd it impossible not to 
wonder what’s left. 

As it turns out, a lot. 
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lie ahead. There’s something left in the 
romance department, even if, so unprac-
ticed, I feel buff oonish. We inch closer, 
laughing a lot. We talk about books we 
read long ago, or last week, and either 
loved or hated. We speak about what our 
lives had been, what they were, and 
what would make each of us fl ourish 
now. We each enter into that strange 
world of the other’s memories. 

We fi nd that we can be together or 
apart, each with work of our own. Our 
world grows to include more children 
and grandchildren, my work and work 
of hers, new friends and circles of friends. 
We share connections to the throbbing 
universe, anger at rotten politicians, 
stark worry for the world, hope for some 
writing we both have done, some orches-
tration of the duet of geriatric fl esh. 

The loss of Mari, whom I had loved so 
deeply, brought pain that never ended. 
I live with her paintings and Paul’s essays 
etched into my brain, and my new life 
never thinks to let them go. Sometimes 
I call Ruth “Mari” but she, channeling the 
great wisdom of the East and gurus who 
encouraged her to become the person 
she is, never looks the other way as if 
waiting for those old loves to fade. We 
each of us had what we had. It was ours. 
It gave us life. Now we give each other 
life, and she helps those loves for Mari 
and Paul fl ourish. 

And so I hobble my way through until 
my nose is pressed up close against an 
inescapable new decade. Nearing 90 I 
am fl ooded with a storm of memories, 
but also a temperament that has sur-
vived: unyielding, pliant, sensuous. I try 
not to fi ll my chest with too many hopes 
for too much, or worry about when more 
will be lost. But I hold tight claim to 
what I can still do and remember—at my 
new pace, at my desk, or anywhere. 
Ninety looms, but has become a minor 
marker on the arc of my life, the sum 
and challenge of a few last possibilities.

Nick Lyons W’53 has been a longtime contrib-

utor to the Gazette.

Some years ago, after spending a few 
days in Istanbul, a friend and I drove 
into the interior of Turkey. We got out 

in the town of Göreme, a World Heritage 
Site in Cappadocia, one of the most ex-
traordinary places I’ve ever been. One 
civilization after another has passed 
through this plateau—Christian, Byzan-
tine, Roman, Turkish, Armenian—set-
tling among and within toothy forma-
tions of soft volcanic rock people hol-
lowed out to create surreal dwellings 
and sites of worship. So it is a realm 

where civilizations as well as anthropol-
ogy and geology collide. How does an 
archaeologist or preservationist, con-
templating the dome of one of these fairy 
drip castles, decide whether to restore 
the 16th-century frescoes, the 13th-cen-
tury gilded ceilings a few inches beyond, 
or third-century Roman drawings that 
predate them all? What a dilemma!

We slept in an unadorned castle-cave 
and rose in the morning to trek along 
the rim of the Ihlara Valley. No one else 
was there. You’d think it would be jump-

Elsewhere

Orchard Bounty
“The back-lit, bright green canopies were gilded, too—
with bright orange balls.”
By Cynthia McVay

Illustration by Gina + Matt
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about and picking from old fruit trees 
carries an element of comfort along with 
renewed discovery every year. In the 
spring, asparagus pushes through the 
thick grass in the meadow: warm, fresh, 
exquisite. Fiddlehead ferns and most 
mushrooms are, of course, toxic when 
eaten raw, so I look forward to sauteing 
them with garlic and chili fl akes. 

In July, taking a walk through the fi eld, 
I hover on the edge among the black-
berry and raspberry thickets. My hands 
rummage for fl awless ripened raspberries 
releasing from their torus, sometimes too 
quickly to apprehend. I press the amal-
gamation of 100 drupelets onto my 
tongue. Mmmm. I remind myself that 
blackberries are better cooked, as jam. 

I am fortunate to be able to casually 
graze my land, but the demise of the 
white peach trees left a void. I must have 
mentioned them frequently because not 
so long ago my daughter gave me three 
one-foot-tall peach saplings.

“You loved your peach trees, right, 
Mom?”

I planted the small sticks in my gar-
den, near the house, so I could keep an 
eye on them, and think of my daughter 
when I see them, which is daily. They 
have grown a yard a year, and last year, 
one had more fruit than I could keep up 
with. They dropped from the tree: small, 
rock hard, greenish, perhaps prema-
turely. I gathered them from the garden 
fl oor and brushed them off . Sadly, in 
their raw state they were almost inedi-
ble. I was considering fertilizing and 
pruning them this year to see if there’s 
a way to sweeten them. But maybe I 
won’t. After drying, poaching, and stew-
ing them in sugared water, they remind 
me of those Cappadocia apricots. 

And on the off  chance that a certain 
Turkish tree farmer should stumble 
upon my tiny orchard on a holiday of his 
own, it would behoove me to have some 
ready at hand to share.

Cynthia McVay G’88 WG’88 is an artist, writer, and 

rower based in the Hudson Valley and St. Croix.

the fruit arrived in August, I parked my-
self in the shade of the largest tree, 
reached up and pulled down a large orb. 
As my teeth punctured the taut skin and 
bit into its rose-infused fl esh, the juice 
exploded. It was, to this day, the best 
peach bite I have ever eaten. 

But I wasn’t the only one ravaging the 
peaches. Beetle borers had settled into 
the trunks and the fruit was covered 
with black holes and sticky spots where 
the juice bubbled and gelled. I ate as 
many peaches as I found, savoring one 
or two bites per peach while avoiding 
those scary spots. Is that why they tast-
ed so good, even more precious? 

A few seasons later I took down the 
infested, by-then-unproductive trees 
before they became poison ivy magnets, 
so I could get the tractor through. I 
mourned their loss for years. 

The astonishing thing about fruit trees 
is how much fruit a single tree can gen-
erate. Many of the couple dozen apple 
trees I excavated from poison ivy, 
pruned, and nursed back to life have 
toppled over the decades. But the one 
closest to the house produces so many 
very organic apples that I eat three or 
four per day in the fall to keep up. The 
tree has overwhelmed me for years, yet 
it still astonishes me anew each season.      

Meanwhile, two Bartlett trees drop 
dozens of pears per day to litter the 
ground below. If I leave them, they 
attract bees or are smushed by the lawn-
mower. The pressure to keep up is 
immense. But what a problem to have: 
too many unblemished ripe pears! I 
poach, dry, freeze, puree, and serve with 
cheese. I give them away to everyone I 
bump into. Bags and bags and bags. 

When my Labrador Charlotte was still 
with us, she used to check under the 
pear trees fi rst thing when we arrived 
for the weekend. Dexter, my current 
canine companion, doesn’t eat the pears 
but dives for the apples on a hot day.

Eating from the land provides immense 
satisfaction. I anchor the seasons in my 
daily walks. Foraging in spots I know 

ing with tourists, but we were alone, 
discovering and savoring one breathtak-
ing, intimate room after another. Inside 
some of them, gold leaf or paint glittered 
from dusty walls, lit by sun that fi ltered 
through dozens of small round openings 
that punctured the walls, which from a 
distance created a visual rhythm in the 
landscape. These nooks, we learned, 
were of more recent vintage—carved in 
the last century by pigeon keepers who 
occupied the spaces.

When we’d had our cultural fi ll, we 
descended into a vast expanse of trees, 
happy to fi nd shade for our walk across 
the valley. When we looked up, we saw 
that the back-lit, bright green canopies 
were gilded, too—with bright orange 
balls. We were in an apricot orchard, each 
branch jam-packed with perfectly ripe 
Turkish apricots. I freed a soft, blushing 
one and rolled it in my palm. The warm, 
velvety, juicy morsel found my mouth. Its 
fl avor was unlike any apricot I’d eaten in 
the States—bursting with a concentrated 
intensity that recalled the dried variety. 
Low on water, we inhaled dozens of suc-
culent apricots as we made our way 
through the valley to the other side. 

Still, there was not a soul in sight. 
There were no signs posted, no one to 
ask permission for our walking harvest, 
or to off er recompense. Just branch after 
branch bent under the weight of fruits 
beyond counting. At the time we didn’t 
feel like trespassers, but appreciators. 

This unexpected apricot bounty re-
minded me of half a dozen stocky white 
peach trees I had discovered years ear-
lier on my own defunct farm in the Hud-
son Valley. Perhaps the previous owner 
had mentioned them, as he did his 
grandmother’s heirloom rose bush, three 
pear trees, and the watercress in a 
stream bed that took me a while to lo-
cate. But I think I found those modest 
white peach trees on my own, dotting the 
slope behind the lean-to.     

These peach trees were in survival 
mode: gnarly and weather-worn, un-
doubtedly on their last legs. But when 
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Caregivers Lost
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Lacrosse Drama

Photo by Tommy Leonardi C’89

The Pursuit of Progress
Documentary fi lmmaker Ken Burns urges the Class of 2022 

to be “virtuous and purposeful.”
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evelt gave inside the same 
stadium when he accepted 
the Democratic Party’s nomi-
nation for a second term as 
president. “As I thought 
about all the strains on the 
fragile republic Benjamin 
Franklin hoped we could 
keep,” Burns said, “there’s 
one sentence Franklin Roos-
evelt spoke that day that 
stands out: ‘Better the occa-
sional faults of a government 
that lives in a spirit of charity, 
than the consistent omissions 
of a government frozen in the 
ice of its own indiff erence.’”

That sentiment—of accept-
ing imperfection, contradic-
tion, and error to achieve 
change—animated Burns’s 

address. “Over my profes-
sional life, I have come to the 
realization that history is not 
a fi xed thing, a collection of 
precise dates and facts, but a 
mysterious and malleable 
thing, constantly changing, 
not just as new information 
emerges, but as our own in-
terests, emotions, and incli-

ing threat of the climate cri-
sis. No speaker during the 
May 16 ceremony shied away 
from the challenges that 
await Penn’s more than 6,000 
graduates, but Burns looked 
to the past to issue a call to 
action to the Class of 2022, 
recounting the “remarkable” 
1936 speech Franklin Roos-

The shadow cast by CO-
VID-19 loomed large over 
Penn’s 266th Commence-
ment, as well as pandemic-
created economic instability, 
ongoing protests for racial 
and social justice, the war in 
Ukraine, and the ever-grow-

M idway through 
Commencement 
speaker Ken Burns’s 
address to the Class 

of 2022, a threatening, cloud-
covered sky gave way to a 
quick and ferocious down-
pour on Franklin Field. 

“We need more lightning 
rods!” Burns quipped as a sea 
of umbrellas sprouted from 
the graduates seated on the 
fi eld, and parents and friends 
in the stands rushed up-
wards for cover. Yet the fi lm-
maker—who recently re-
leased a PBS documentary 
on lightning rod inventor 
and University founder Ben-
jamin Franklin—continued 
his speech despite the ad-
verse weather. “You sit here, 
all potentiality and wonder,” 
Burns said through the driv-
ing rain, highlighting some 
of Franklin’s characteristic 
themes during Penn’s fi rst 
full-capacity Commencement 
since 2019.

Gazetteer  Commencement I

“The question 
becomes for 
us now—
what will we 
choose as our 
inspiration?”
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could not escape the sins the 
fl esh is heir to, who was often 
distant and disconnected 
from his own family, a deeply 
prejudiced person who en-
slaved other human beings,” 
before he became an aboli-
tionist later in life. 

Relating Franklin’s legacy 
to today’s graduates, Burns 
noted the key to the Found-
ing Father was that he was 
“always searching—nature, 
art, society, politics, science, 
faith, himself, looking for 
ways to improve in all those 
arenas, especially himself, for 
he understood deeply and 
painfully that he was a mass 
of contradictions and limita-
tions, just like the rest of us. 

nations change,” he said. 
“The question becomes for 
us now—for you graduates 
especially—what will we 
choose as our inspiration?”

Burns was not the only 
speaker to touch on themes of 
progress and perseverance. 
Penn Interim President Wen-
dell Pritchett Gr’97—presid-
ing over his fi rst Commence-
ment after succeeding Amy 
Gutmann (whom he present-
ed with an honorary degree 
during the ceremony)—spoke 
to the graduates as a group 
“who have endured more 
than many classes who came 
before,” facing down “funda-
mental threats to democratic 
norms and values, pandemics 

and climate change, the rip 
currents of war.” But, in spite 
of those challenges, “your 
class exhibits heightened re-
silience and responsiveness; 
exceptional optimism, tem-
pered by pragmatism; coura-
geous compassion and self-
lessness. … You see the 
world—its many countless 

challenges, and unmapped 
possibilities—with near su-
perhuman keenness. Where 
others see a roadblock, you 
discern a path forward.”

Benjamin Franklin certainly 
carved out myriad paths for-
ward during his life, whether 
in politics, science, or civic 
service. In Burns’ eyes, the 
University’s founder repre-
sents many things—a man 
who “has been held up by ev-
ery succeeding generation as 
the self-made person … a lib-
ertarian’s dream of self-reli-
ance and self-interest”; a man 
whose “striving for material 
success was always tethered 
to a deep and abiding convic-
tion, that, as he said, ‘The 

most acceptable service we 
render to God is doing good 
to his other children’”; a man 
“who saw himself as a spiri-
tual being, obligated, in the 
best sense of that word, to 
contribute meaningfully to 
society.” And yet, “for all of 
that, he was also a profoundly 
fl awed human being, who 

Honorary 
Degrees 

Ken Burns

Honorary Doctor of Arts

Mary Frances Berry

Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters

Atul Gawande

Honorary Doctor of Sciences

Amy Gutmann

Honorary Doctor of Laws

Carla D. Hayden

Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters

George E. Lewis

Honorary Doctor of Music

Margaret H. Marshall

Honorary Doctor of Laws

Edward Witten

Honorary Doctor of Sciences

Bios of honorands are at 

commencement.upenn.edu
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guests fi lled the stadium 
stands on a scorching day to 
cheer on, as Penn Interim 
President Wendell Pritchett 
Gr’97 called them, “the oft 
delayed but never deterred, 
most amazing, most incred-
ible Class of 2020.”

Angela Duckworth G’03 
Gr’06, the Rosa Lee and Eg-
bert Chang Professor in 
Penn’s psychology depart-
ment and a renowned expert 
on “grit,” was a fi tting keynote 
speaker for the ceremony. 
Duckworth took a novel ap-
proach to address the gradu-
ates’ grit by comparing them 
to a paramecium—“among 
the most primitive of organ-
isms, just a fi fth of a millime-
ter in length at full maturity, 
just one cell,” she said. 

What could this brainless, 
single-celled organism have 
in common with the very 

“It is never too late to 
turn around and fi n-
ish what you started. 

It is never too late to try 
again. It is never too late to 
chase a dream held in your 
heart. … And it’s never too 
late to celebrate.”

So said University chaplain 
and vice president for social 
equity and community 
Charles “Chaz” Howard C’00 
during the invocation for 
Penn’s long-awaited in-per-
son Commencement ceremo-
ny for the Class of 2020 as 
well as Class of 2021 master’s 
and doctoral graduates.

Roughly 3,500 graduates 
returned to Franklin Field on 
May 22 to celebrate their 
graduations, which, like so 
many other things, had previ-
ously been pushed to a virtual 
format because of the pan-
demic. And more than 12,000 

Gazetteer

He was a work in progress, 
always in progress.”

Perfection cannot be the 
goal for the class of 2022, 
Burns argued. Rather, it is the 
pursuit of progress, the pur-
suit of what is right and good, 
that must be strived for by any 
human being—and this striv-
ing cannot only be in one’s 
own interest. “Unfortunately, 
we live in an age in which we 
are constantly encouraged to 
be independent free agents, 
economic units, seekers not of 
truth but of Benjamins,” Burns 
said. And in a time when col-
lective action is more crucial 
than ever, when “our future as 
a democracy depends on you 
making things better,” the 
Class of 2022 will “have to 
learn and then reteach the rest 
of us that equality—real equal-
ity—is the hallmark and birth-
right of all Americans.”

In his closing remarks, 
Burns encouraged the gradu-
ates to be “curious, not cool. 
Be virtuous and purposeful. 
Do good things. Help others. 
Do not get frozen in the ice of 
your own indiff erence.” He 
spoke particularly to the grad-
uates’ responsibility to remain 
thoughtful, intellectually en-
gaged citizens. “Do not de-
scend too deeply into special-
ism. Educate all of your 
parts—you will be healthier. 
Read. The book is still the 
greatest manmade machine of 
all. Not the car. Not the com-
puter. Not the smartphone. 
The book. I think if Franklin 
came back today and thought 
about the Internet, the web, 
he’d say, ‘I observed in nature 
that a web is a place where you 
get caught, and then killed.’” 

—Daphne Glatter C’25

A Long-Delayed, In-Person 
Commencement for 2020 
and 2021 Graduates, Too 

Commencement II

human members of the Class 
of 2020? According to Duck-
worth, the answer lies in the 
“one basic principle” of how 
the paramecium survives 
and thrives: “If things are 
getting better, keep swim-
ming in that direction—and 
if not, change course.” 

“More and more, I’m con-
vinced that the vast major-
ity of world-class perform-
ers struggled for years fi g-
uring out where they were 
heading,” Duckworth con-
tinued. Whether an elite 
athlete or a Nobel laureate, 
the highest achieving 
among us “tend to take a 
longer, more winding path 
than you might imagine,” 
and often explore many dif-
ferent interests and pas-
sions before specializing in 
one area—something Duck-
worth termed “sampling.”

“Graduates, perhaps 
achieving the milestone of 
this degree makes you feel 
like time is running out,” 
Duckworth told the crowd. 
But “with a lot more living to 
do,” she encouraged them to 
“make a little room for sam-
pling” before fi nding their 
way in life, while crediting 
this “paramecium principle” 
for helping her become the 
specialist she is today.

“My advice is not to worry 
if you don’t have your whole 
life mapped out right now,” 
the psychology professor 
said. “If you feel a little lost, 
try something new—a new 
job, a new city, a new friend-
ship. If you feel like things 
are getting better, keep going 
in that direction. And if not, 
change course.” 

—Daphne Glatter C’25

Photo by Eric Sucar | University Communications
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dents packed the joint until 3 
a.m. “This place has history.”

Elisabeth Leiderman C’98 
WG’07 happened to stop by 
two days before it closed be-
cause she was in town from 
New York with her son for a 
Penn tour. “This was my fa-
vorite spot on campus,” 
Leiderman said, as she 
watched Helen Robinson 
cook up steaks for her and her 
son. Robinson spent 38 years 
on that grill, telling custom-
ers that she raised her kids on 
the job. “I don’t know what 
I’ll do now,” she lamented.

Paul Weidner, who works in 
Penn’s Division of Finance, 
rushed over when he heard 
about the closure so he could 
have one last Abner’s chees-
esteak—though he ended up 
scarfi ng down two while re-
calling the time in the early 
2000s he raced from the Pal-
estra to the restaurant to ex-
change his ticket stub for a 
free steak. He had left a couple 
of minutes before the game 

life sciences offi  ce tower, Kore-
ana and Abner’s had to clear 
out by the end of April. 

Badlis doesn’t have plans to 
try to open the cheesesteak, 
hoagie, wings, and pizza spot 
elsewhere. “Abner’s has to be 
here,” he said. “If it’s not 
here, then it’s not Abner’s.” 
Even before losing its lease, 
the eatery’s popularity had 
been dimming, and the pan-
demic further decimated 
business. But few places 
around Penn can boast a hey-
day quite like Abner’s, which 
was opened by Abner Silver, 
the late owner of the famed 
Jim’s Steaks on South Street. 
And in its fi nal days, many 
alumni passed through the 
store to pay their respects.

“I haven’t seen this kind of 
rush since before COVID,” 
marveled Badlis, who started 
working at Abner’s in 1999 
before becoming a partner. 
“There used to be a lot of ac-
tion here,” he added, recalling 
nights in the ’90s when stu-

fast-casual Korean restaurant 
Koreana. But when the parcel 
on 38th and Chestnut was 
recently sold to make room for 
the construction of a 13-story 

“E veryone has their own 
story about this place.”

It was a Friday in late 
April, and Mike Badlis stood 
near giant tubs of Cheez Whiz 
and sliced banana peppers, 
watching a bigger-than-usual 
lunchtime rush at Abner’s—
University’s City’s preeminent 
cheesesteak establishment for 
much of the last four decades.

When Badlis, the restau-
rant’s manager, fi rst learned 
the lease to its space on 38th 
and Chestnut wouldn’t be 
renewed, he cried. Then he 
began packing things up and 
trying to sell the memorabilia 
that helped tell that story.

There were old pictures of 
various Penn sports teams on 
the shop’s walls, as well as 
photos of fraternity fundrais-
ers and of the “youngest 
child to eat a cheesesteak at 
Abner’s.” (He was 21 months 
old.) There were letters from 
coaches saying how much 
they enjoyed taking recruits 
to Abner’s, and framed Daily 
Pennsylvanian articles re-
counting times the restau-
rant became overrun with 
fans after the Penn basket-
ball team scored 100 points 
to trigger its crowd-pleasing 
free cheesesteak promotion.

Since 1981, Abner’s had be-
come an indelible slice of Penn 
campus life (and Drexel too), 
part of a quirky corner that 
once included a Chili’s, a base-
ment “gentleman’s club,” and 
more recently, the popular 

Lost Landmark

Nostalgia, Wit Onions
A once-lively cheesesteak haven 
shuts off its grill for good.

Mike Badlis (top) and Helen Robinson (on the grill) worked at Abner’s for 

decades—and in the shop’s fi nal week, chatted with customers like Elisabeth 

Leiderman C’98 WG’07 and her son.

Photography by Tommy Leonardi C’89

“There used to 
be a lot of action 
here. This place 
has history.”
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President’s Prizes Unveiled

whether it ended up happen-
ing or not, everyone at the 
school, everyone who came 
to games, and everyone in 
that locker room knew that if 
we scored 100 points, we 
were going to Abner’s.” —DZ

speak about our Penn days, it 
always comes up,” said Solo-
mito, who called Abner’s a 
“special place.” 

“I can only speak to my 
time there,” he added, “but I 
can say that for four years, 

then a senior who played 
sparingly on some excellent 
Penn teams—was serenaded 
with the same “SO-LO-MI-
TO” chant that used to echo 
throughout the Palestra 
when the Quakers got out to 
big leads and fans wanted 
head coach Fran Dunphy to 
empty the bench. His cover 
blown, Solomito made sure 
to apologize to his friend be-
hind the counter, who shook 
his head and chuckled, be-
fore taking his steak (provo-
lone “wit”) to go because he 
felt uncomfortable with so 
many eyes on him.

“I remember kind of saying 
to myself, Do I get in line? 
And then everyone sees me 
and started the chant and 
ushered me in, in front of 
everyone,” recalled Solomito, 
who lives in Brooklyn and 
has worked in the music, 
copywriting, and restaurant 
industries. “It had that celeb-
rity-walking-into-a-club feel.”

Before graduating from 
Penn, Solomito told the Daily 
Pennsylvanian that he 
“wouldn’t be surprised if I see 
someone in 10 years and they 
remind me of it. My mom will 
have that copy of the newspa-
per forever.” Indeed, 20 years 
later, Solomito’s name re-
mains etched in Penn hoops 
lore, along with the other 
players who hit “cheesesteak 
shots”—Nate Allison W’99, 
Patrick Lang C’05, Brian 
Grandieri C’08, and Ray Je-
rome C’20—before the Abner’s 
partnership with Penn Athlet-
ics ended a few years back 
and a Penn tradition that had 
taken on a life of its own died.

“Whenever I reconnect 
with classmates and we 

ended (when it was clear Penn 
would reach 100 points) and 
even left his wife behind. But 
as he trekked the half-mile 
across campus in boots that 
felt like cement, “all these kids 
started passing me,” he 
laughed. “The next thing I 
know, I’m 80th in line.”

Why wait that long for a 
single cheesesteak? It was 
about more than just saving 
a few bucks. Ask any hoops 
fan from the ’90s and early 
2000s and you’d likely hear a 
similar story about running 
from the Palestra to Abner’s, 
or keeping tabs in their head 
to see if the Quakers were on 
“cheesesteak pace” (10 points 
every four minutes of game 
play). “It was part of the 
game for them,” Badlis said.

The Penn players knew 
about the promotion too—
and would cheer as wildly as 
the fans when the team 
reached 100 points (a rare 
feat in college basketball). 
And the player who hit the 
shot to put them at the cen-
tury mark—often a reserve 
only on the court because the 
Quakers were winning by so 
much—would be showered 
in cheesesteak glory. It’s hard 
to overstate the reaction 
when Dan Solomito C’02 
took a pass from Duane King 
C’03 and buried a three-
pointer in the fi nal seconds 
of a 100–62 rout of Dart-
mouth on February 16, 2002. 
In a Daily Pennsylvanian 
article published the next 
day, one Penn student was 
quoted as saying, “Dan Solo-
mito is the king.” Another 
said, “Solomito is a god.” 

When he arrived at Abner’s 
after the game, Solomito—

Gazetteer HONORS

Twelve graduating seniors were awarded the 2022 President’s 

Engagement, Innovation, and Sustainability Prizes, which provide 

$100,000 in funding for projects designed to make a positive, last-

ing difference in the world. Each team member also receives a 

$50,000 living stipend and mentorship from a Penn faculty mem-

ber. Here are this year’s winning projects:

PRESIDENT’S ENGAGEMENT PRIZES

Cosmic Writers | Rowana Miller C’22 and Manoj Simha W’22 will 

provide free creative writing education and develop literacy and 

communication skills for K–12 students across the US, regardless 

of their socioeconomic background. Mentor: Al Filreis, the Kelly 

Family Professor of English in the School of Arts & Sciences.

College Green Ventures | Seungkwon Son C’22 W’22, Max Strick-

berger C’22, and Sam Strickberger C’22 are building an organiza-

tion that aims to be a centralized hub for supporting student social 

entrepreneurs—and creating more of them. Mentor: Tyler Wry, as-

sociate professor of management at Wharton.

PRESIDENT’S INNOVATION PRIZE

Grapevine | William Kohler Danon C’22 and Lukas Achilles Yanco-

poulos C’22 EAS’22 will offer a software solution and networking 

platform to connect small-to-medium-sized businesses across the 

healthcare supply chain. The two friends previously ran a venture 

that delivered $20 million of healthcare supplies to frontline work-

ers at the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. Mentor: David F. 

Meaney, the Solomon R. Pollack Professor of Bioengineering and 

senior associate dean of Penn Engineering.

INAUGURAL PRESIDENT’S SUSTAINABILITY PRIZES

Shinkei Systems | Saif Khawaja W’21 will continue to grow his start-

up, which builds robots to minimize fi sh waste and maximize their 

shelf life, ensuring that every fi sh caught makes it to a plate. Mentor: 

Jacqueline Kirtley, assistant professor of management at Wharton.

EcoSPIN | Sarah Beth Gleeson EE’22, Shoshana Weintraub 

EAS’22, and Julia Yan EAS’22 GEng’22 created an innovative de-

vice that captures microfi bers from synthetic clothes during a typi-

cal laundry cycle, protecting oceans and waterways from pollution. 

Mentor: Karen I. Winey, the Harold Pender Professor of Engineering 

and Applied Science.

The Community Grocer | Eli Moraru C’21 aims to promote health 

equity and fi ght food insecurity in Philadelphia by reimagining the 

local corner store as a nonprofi t community market and education 

center with EBT-accessible meal solutions. Mentor: Akira Drake 

Rodriguez, assistant professor in the Stuart Weitzman School of 

Design’s Department of City and Regional Planning. 
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tion of mutual-aid societies 
like the Philadelphia Library 
Company and the volunteer 
Union Fire Company.

During the conversation, 
Burns explained his ap-
proach to portraying “he-
roes” in fi lm, tying it to a 
neon sign hanging in his ed-
iting room that reads it’s 
complicated. His remarks 
have been edited for length 
and clarity. —TP

view of the American experi-
ence bending ever toward 
redemption. “Franklin was 
pretty simple in his moral 
code,” Isaacson intones in the 
fi rst minute. “He was driven 
by a desire to pour forth ben-
efi ts for the common good. 
But there’s a lot in Benjamin 
Franklin that makes you 
fl inch. And we see Franklin 
not as a perfect person, but 
somebody evolving to see if he 
could become more perfect.” 

The documentary does not 
shy away from the ways its 
subject refl ected or even ex-
emplifi ed the anti-Black rac-
ism that suff used 18th-centu-
ry America. “We have so fair 
an opportunity, by excluding 
all Blacks and Tawnys, of in-
creasing the lovely White and 
Red,” we hear Franklin pro-
claim (as voiced by actor Man-
dy Patinkin). “But perhaps I 
am partial to the complexion 
of my country.” To whom the 
country truly belonged, and to 
what and whom contempo-
rary Americans can credit for 
the evolution of its social con-
tract, remain subjects of lively 
debate among historians. But 
few would dispute the signifi -

“A story is the editing of 
human experience,” 
Ken Burns observed to 

Penn Interim President Wen-
dell Pritchett Gr’97 during 
the 2022 David and Lyn Sil-
fen University Forum in 
April. “‘Honey, how was your 
day?’ does not begin, ‘I 
backed slowly down the 
driveway, avoiding the gar-
bage can at the curb…,’” the 
documentary fi lmmaker 
continued. “We edit human 
experience. Everybody does, 
whether you’re making fi c-
tion or fact-based stuff .”

Burns, who came to Irvine 
Auditorium ahead of his turn 
as this year’s Penn Com-
mencement speaker, engaged 
in a wide-ranging conversa-
tion about his latest fi lm: the 
two-part, four-hour Benja-
min Franklin for PBS. His 
conversation with Pritchett 
took prompts from screened 
excerpts stamped with the 
director’s characteristic 
style—slow pans over archi-
val images interspersed with 
curated commentary from a 
handful of historians, rang-
ing from popular biographer 
Walter Isaacson to Erica 
Armstrong Dunbar C’94, a 
scholar of early US and Afri-
can American history [“Pro-
fi les,” May|Jun 2017].  

The fi lm, which received 
funding from the University 
of Pennsylvania via the Better 
Angels Society, endeavors to 
situate Franklin’s complexi-
ties within a familiar frame: a 

Heard on Campus

cance of Franklin, whose 
claim upon a “quintessentially 
American” life draws suste-
nance from areas as diverse as 
his outsized infl uence on early 
American print culture, to his 
variegated support of and 
late-life opposition to slavery, 
to a genius for common-good 
innovation that ran from the 
many inventions for which he 
never sought patent exclusiv-
ity to his pioneering forma-

It’s Complicated
Ken Burns reflects on the filmic 
portrayal of historical heroes.

In my business, if a scene is 

working, you don’t want to touch it. 
And I put that sign up—it’s in cursive and 

it’s lower case: it’s complicated—just to 

remind people that we do a better service when we fi nd 

out new information and have to destabilize a pretty good 

scene. Because it’s always worthwhile. Maybe it’s no lon-

ger the great scene that it was. But maybe the adjacent 

scenes are improved by that. The whole thing is better for 

tolerating that complexity.  

Let’s just think about heroes. We lament that we don’t 

have any heroes. But what is a hero, the Greeks would 

tell us, but a negotiation between a person’s very obvious 

strengths and their fl aws? And the negotiation—which is 

sometimes a war between those things—is what defi nes 

heroism. Not perfection. So Achilles had his heel and his 

hubris to go along with his great strengths. The best way I 

know to explain it is through a story I recently heard 

about I. F. Stone, the muckraking progressive journalist 

and historian. A student of his said, ‘How could he pos-

sibly admire Thomas Jefferson?’ And he said: Because 

history—meaning everything—history is tragedy, not 

melodrama. In melodrama all villains are perfectly villain-

ous, and all heroes are perfectly virtuous. But that’s not 

the way life is. And if you attend to tragedy—none of us 

are getting out of here alive, which is the fi rst and essen-

tial point—then you’ve got a chance to do something.  

And that’s complicated. Wynton Marsalis, in our jazz 

fi lm, stunned me, because I felt he had just spoken di-

rectly to my soul when he said, ‘Sometimes a thing and 

the opposite of a thing are true at the same time.’ And 

you have to be able to hold those competing things at the 

same time and understand them. You can’t be married if 

you don’t get that. You can’t be a parent if 

you don’t get that. You can’t be a good 

friend. And I think that you can’t be wise.” 

Portrait courtesy Penn Archives
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number because we saw ac-
tion from the federal govern-
ment and key stakeholders,” 
which included moving people 
to non-congregate settings 
such as motel rooms.

It felt like a natural progres-
sion to examine how other 
vulnerable populations were 
dealing with their losses, and 
what came out of Treglia’s 
research were stories of chil-
dren who didn’t know how to 
handle their grief.

On the COVID Collaborative 
website, a 15-year-old from 
Maryland who lost a mother 
is quoted as saying, “It is dif-
fi cult to go to sleep at night 
when you’re thinking of that 
special person. It’s hard to get 
out of bed when you’re think-
ing of that person. It is just 
hard to do stuff  when you’re 
thinking of that person.”

As the US COVID-19 death 
tally surpassed one million 
this spring, Treglia became a 
visible advocate about the 
need for schools to identify 
and help students who lost 
someone. According to the 
report, as of February 28, more 
than 91,000 children are miss-
ing a parent and more than 
15,000 lost their only in-home 
caregiver, many coming from 
disadvantaged communities. 
In New York City, one in every 
200 children lost a caregiver—
with Black, Hispanic, and 
Asian children three times 
more likely to have experi-
enced such a loss compared to 
their white peers.

“What surprised me the 
most,” Treglia says, “is how 
little attention this issue has 
gotten over the course of the 
pandemic. I think part of the 
reason our report was called 

ter’s at Harvard’s Kennedy 
School for Government and 
became deputy director of 
research and evaluation for 
New York City’s Department 
of Homeless Services, where 
he assessed how many thou-
sands of people and families 
were homeless in New York 
City. He says he was shocked 
by the number of “invisible” 
homeless—those who sur-
vived in temporary lodging 
but weren’t always seen on 
the street or in a shelter.

Wanting to continue to 
study homelessness, Treglia 

returned to Penn, where he 
earned a doctorate in social 
welfare from SP2 and contin-
ued postdoctoral work. 

When Treglia heard stirrings 
about COVID-19, he knew the 
homeless population would be 
especially vulnerable, since 
they live in congregate settings 
and interact with people on 
the street. “We estimated 
3,500 people experiencing 
homelessness in America 
could die … if we did nothing,” 
Treglia says. But, he adds, “we 
don’t think it’s reached this 

of depression, but that inci-
dental fi nding was less likely 
to happen when schools were 
remote. Teachers are provid-
ing frontline services to their 
students, and we need to pro-
vide more support to them.”

Treglia was the lead social 
policy analyst on the 80-page 
“Hidden Pain” report, which 
was produced by the COVID 

Collaborative—a bipartisan 
group of leaders, medical 
professionals, and research-
ers studying the scope and 
long-term eff ects of the virus. 

Treglia never intended to 
study grief or pandemics, but 
the Staten Island native got 
his fi rst lesson in analyzing 
social problems as a Penn un-
dergraduate when he took the 
class “Religion and Social 
Welfare” with John Dilulio 
[“John Dilulio Gets Religion,” 
Oct 1997]. After graduating in 
2005, Treglia earned a mas-

O ne of the few silver linings 
of the COVID pandemic, if 
there is such a thing, is 

that children have been largely 
spared the worst health eff ects 
of the virus. But that doesn’t 
mean young people aren’t af-
fected by COVID deaths. 

New data show that more 
than 215,000 American chil-
dren have lost at least one par-
ent or caregiver to the virus. 
And last October, the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics 
issued a “Declaration of a Na-
tional Emergency in Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health,” 
citing “soaring rates of depres-
sion, anxiety, trauma, loneli-
ness, and suicidality” due in 
part to losing a primary and/
or secondary caregiver.

Who will help young people 
struggling after such a pro-
found loss?

Dan Treglia C’05 SWP’16, 
an associate professor of 
practice at Penn’s School of 
Social Policy and Practice 
(SP2), recently led a team of 
national policy experts who 
produced a report called 
“Hidden Pain: Children Who 
Lost a Parent or Caretaker to 
COVID-19 and What the Na-
tion Can Do to Help Them.”

“One of the things that’s 
unique about caregiver loss 
over the last two years is that 
the infrastructure that’s usu-
ally there to help a child has 
been, at times, absent,” Treg-
lia says. “A teacher who would 
see a child regularly might 
notice the child showing signs 

Hidden Pain
SP2 professor coauthored a report on 
the grieving children of the pandemic.

Gazetteer  Research

Illustration by Rich Lillash
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‘Hidden Pain’ is because our 
headlines are saturated with 
case numbers and death 
numbers. We, as a society, 
have not been paying enough 
attention to the consequenc-
es of those deaths, particu-
larly for this group. Children 
looked to the parent or care-
giver for love, comfort, emo-
tional support, housing, 
food. Their whole world has 
come tumbling down. It’s 
important that we and others 
shed some light on that.”

This spring, members of the 
COVID Collaborative wrote an 
open letter to the Biden ad-
ministration recommending 
that the president issue an 
executive order “charging your 
departments and agencies to 
shape a comprehensive re-
sponse to support these chil-
dren and families nationally.”

The report’s architects have 
suggested interventions such 
as peer support programs, 
weekend grief camps, “a feder-
ally funded mentorship pro-
gram to ensure that COVID-
bereaved children have access 
to caring adults,” family be-
reavement programs, and 
more funding to social service 
programs and agencies that 
help impoverished families.

Despite the politicization 
of the pandemic, Treglia 
stresses that the “Hidden 
Pain” report managed to 
cross partisan divides. “We 
have not seen pushback on 
our work,” he says. “We’ve 
been met by thanks that 
we’re shedding light on this 
problem, and there’s an ur-
gency from community lead-
ers, public offi  cials, and oth-
ers to address it.” 

—Caren Lissner C’93

A fter the Ivy League 
became the only Division I 
conference to cancel 

spring sports last year, Penn 
men’s lacrosse coach Mike 
Murphy GEd’04 had little 
idea what to expect from the 
2022 season.

So for the Ivy League to 
emerge as the premier con-
ference in men’s lacrosse, 
with a staggering six teams 
qualifying for the NCAA 
tournament, “really was a 
surprise,” Murphy says.

So was the Quakers’ rise to 
the top of the Ivy heap, as 
they battled back from a 1–3 
start in league play to win 
their fi nal two regular-sea-
son conference games and 
sneak into the four-team Ivy 
League Tournament as the 
No. 4 seed—thanks to a tie-
breaking formula and a Yale 
win over Harvard that had 
the Penn players “going 
nuts” on a bus ride back 
from a game in Albany.

With “renewed energy,” 
Penn then captured the Ivy 

tourney championship with 
resounding victories over 
host Brown and Yale. The 
semifi nal game in Providence 
was “as hostile an environ-
ment as I’ve ever coached in,” 
Murphy says, and the 16–9 
win over Yale in the title 
game two days later was “the 
best we’ve probably played in 
fi ve or 10 years.”

The Ivy crown also came 
with an automatic berth to 
the NCAA tournament, 
where Penn hosted Rich-

mond on May 14 during 
Alumni Weekend. With the 
team’s usual home, Franklin 
Field, getting prepped for 
Commencement, the Quak-
ers had to play at Penn Park. 
There, in front of lacrosse 
alumni, other curious Alum-
ni Weekend attendees, and a 
raucous supporters’ section 
for both teams, the Quakers 
had their most dramatic win 
of the season. Trailing by one 
in the fi nal minute, freshman 
Ben Smith scored the tying 
goal, before netting the sud-
den-death game-winner early 
in overtime, sending Penn to 
the fi nal eight of NCAAs and 
reviving the “Cardiac Quak-
ers” nickname for a program 
prone to dramatic victories.

Sam Handley, who helped set 
up both goals, fi nished the sea-
son with 73 points (36 goals, 37 
assists) and became the fi rst 
player in program history to be 
a fi nalist for the Tewaaraton 
Award, given annually to the 
nation’s best player. 

In the end, Handley and the 
Quakers were stopped one 
game short of the fi nal four—
just as they were the last time 
they played a full season, in 
2019—with an 11–9 loss to 
Rutgers. But after seeing the 
grit his players showed fol-
lowing two straight seasons 
lost to the pandemic (and 
encouraged that Handley and 
fellow seniors BJ Farrare, 
Piper Bond, and Dylan Ger-
gar plan to return next sea-
son), Murphy can feel the 
momentum rising. 

“We want to win the whole 
thing,” the head coach says. 
“We don’t just want to go to 
the fi nal four and enjoy being 
there.”—DZ

Sports

Tournament Tested
An Ivy title and a dramatic NCAA 
tourney win for the “Cardiac Quakers.” 
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Michael Jordan C’00

Paul E. Raudenbush W’54

Vincent Scarpetta W’74

Gail Silberthau Silverman W’84
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David Pottruck C’70 WG’72
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The Penn men’s lacrosse team 

celebrated its second straight Ivy 

League Tournament title after cruising 

past Yale in the title game on May 8.
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An 
invitation to campus three 
years ago helped change how 
Efrén C. Olivares C’05 viewed 

his own life story.
As Racial and Economic Justice Pro-

gram Director for the Texas Civil Rights 
Project, Olivares had represented desper-
ate families fleeing violence and poverty 
in Central America. With official US en-
try ports logjammed, they were crossing 
the border wherever they could. Begin-
ning in spring 2018, the Trump adminis-
tration, under a “zero tolerance” policy, 
charged the adults with illegal entry and 
took away their children, triggering 
chaos, heartbreak, and media outrage.

Olivares, an immigrant himself, mount-
ed a successful international legal chal-
lenge to the policy and worked to unite 
families. But his address to a group of 
first-generation and low-income stu-
dents at Penn in April 2019 marked “the 
very first time,” he says, “when I started 

became his high school class valedicto-
rian, and found his way to Penn, Yale 
Law School—and the zealous practice of 
human rights law.

Two parallel but contrasting tales—of 
America as a land of dreams both ful-
filled and deferred—are braided together 
in Olivares’s first book, My Boy Will Die 
of Sorrow: A Memoir of Immigration 
from the Front Lines. The title is inspired 
by a Guatemalan father’s response when 
Olivares asked what would happen if he 
was deported without his 11-year-old son.

Published by Hachette Books in July, 
Olivares’s memoir recounts his personal 
immigration story and describes his ef-
forts to help other aspiring immigrants 
surmount legal and bureaucratic ob-
stacles and recover their families. The 
book has a strong political edge, with 
Olivares indicting US immigration pol-
icy as historically sullied by racism. 
“Overt racism and white supremacist 

ILLUSTRATION BY DANIEL BEJAR

making the connections between my 
own experience and the experiences of 
the families of my clients.”

His own family separation had been 
different, to be sure: less brutal and 
abrupt, involving parental choice and a 
happy ending. “What I was seeing my 
clients being subjected to was so outra-
geous and so shocking that I didn’t even 
conceive of myself having gone through 
something like that,” he says. But Oliva-
res, who directs the Immigrant Justice 
Project at the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter (SPLC), had endured loneliness and 
pain of his own when his father left 
northern Mexico to work in Texas. 

For four years, he and his younger 
brother, Héctor, saw their father at most 
a couple of weekends a month. Finally, 
when he was 13, the family decided to 
relocate to Texas’s Rio Grande Valley. 
Though Olivares started junior high 
school speaking virtually no English, he 

For Efrén Olivares, whose childhood was split between 
Texas and Mexico, the push to reform US immigration 
policies and practices is both a marathon and a sprint. 

He shares his story of legal battles and personal struggles 
in an emotional new memoir, My Boy Will Die of Sorrow. 

By Julia M. Klein 

CROSSING
BORDERS
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When Efrén was nine, his father—
whose own father had been born in the 
United States, making them both US 
citizens—left Mexico in search of em-
ployment, and became a school bus 
driver and janitor in South Texas. “It was 
only in writing the book and reflecting 
more about it that I really came to see 
how difficult that was,” Olivares says, 
“and the effect that had on who I’ve be-
come as a person,” including his advo-
cacy for immigrant rights. 

His parents’ eventual decision to move 
the whole family across the border was 
a welcome one—at first. “We were ex-
cited about all four of us being together 
under the same roof,” Olivares says. “The 
prospect of being together with our fa-
ther far outweighed the cost of not being 
around our cousins.”

But the reality of their new life was unset-
tling. The family, including two of Efrén’s 
half-siblings, had to cram into a tiny apart-
ment far less comfortable than their Mexi-
can home. He and Héctor shared a single 
scratchy mattress. “This is worse! Why did 
we do it?” he remembers thinking.

“Add, on top of that, not speaking the 
language, not knowing anybody, not hav-
ing any friends, having fewer family 
members around,” he says. “So the ex-
citement of rejoining our father was 
quickly met with the realization that 
economically we were worse off.” 

Héctor Olivares, now residential direc-
tor of a treatment center in Texas’s Hi-
dalgo County, recalls a similar disap-
pointment. “We were always excited 
about the whole concept of moving to 
the US,” he says. “But then, it hits you, 
the separation from everything you ever 
had: school, friends, cousins.” 

Noting Efrén’s lack of English profi-
ciency, the school insisted that he repeat 
seventh grade. It seemed like another 
blow, “but, in retrospect, that was such a 
good thing,” he says, because it gave him 
time to master the language before the 
required eighth-grade standardized tests.  

He and his brother attended schools in 
the district where their father worked—

views have been part and parcel of im-
migration law and policy in the United 
States for more than two centuries,” he 
writes, citing the Nationality Act of 1790, 
the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, and 
the Immigration Act of 1924.

Olivares, who turned 40 in June, says 
that he “never thought of my life or my 
journey as remarkable, really.” He was, 
he thought, “just this kid [who] came to 
the US and went to school and tried my 
best,” someone who “struggled to accept 
that maybe there are some remarkable 
things about my experience.”

But the memoir, like Olivares himself, 
has a broader mission. “I hope to re-
mind people that, save for Native Amer-
icans, we’re all coming from somebody 
who came here looking for safety or 
opportunity,” he says. “So why then are 
we so cruel to those coming today? 
What’s the difference?

“We’re told this story that what makes 
an American an American is not race, it’s 
not religion, it’s not ethnicity—it’s the ide-
als in the Constitution: justice, equality 
under the law, freedom, the pursuit of 
happiness. But how come we are breach-
ing those otherwise inviolable principles 
at the border? Why does that border be-
come so meaningful when it comes to 
these ideas? I posit that the color of the 
skin of those knocking at our doors might 
have something to do with that.”

In 
the memoir, Olivares makes an 
ironic confession: a lawyer who 
helped his father gain custody of 

children from a previous relationship, 
“separating them from their mother in 
the process,” first sparked Olivares’s in-
terest in the profession.

“I had no real understanding of what 
a lawyer does,” he says. “I just thought, 
‘That seems cool.’” Much later, at Penn, 
where he majored in Philosophy, Politics 
and Economics, he experienced a “social 
justice awakening” that shaped the kind 
of law he would practice.  

Olivares spent his childhood in the 
small Mexican town of Allende, where 

his family owned “a decent, three-bed-
room cinderblock home” whose yard 
was filled with roses and geraniums, and 
lived among relatives and friends. But 
the family situation was complex, and 
separation was a theme.

Olivares’s father had an earlier, long-
term relationship in southern Mexico 
that produced a boy and two girls. A self-
employed truck driver, he was often ab-
sent, and his partner had problems of 
her own. When their relationship dis-

solved, he took the children north with 
him—a move assisted by their maternal 
grandmother and later ratified by a 
Mexican court. Though it was the right 
decision, Olivares says, “it was extreme-
ly hard for them and traumatizing to the 
point that, when they were teenagers, 
they left my father to go back to their 
mother.” 

Months later, they returned to north-
ern Mexico, in part for better educa-
tional and economic opportunities, Oli-
vares says. But the revived connection 
with their mother held; they stayed in 
touch and visit her regularly to this day. 
“To me,” Olivares says, “the takeaway is 
that no matter what your mother does, 
you love her, and you want to be with 
her, and being ripped apart is still trau-
matizing to a child.”
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an area so impoverished that nearly every 
student qualified for a federally subsi-
dized free lunch. In eighth grade, an Eng-
lish teacher offered Olivares after-school 
aid with pronunciation, but other stu-
dents were always there “who needed 
more help than I did with grammar or 
vocabulary.” So Olivares never got the 
promised assist. “Now I love having an 
accent,” he says. “It’s part of my identity, 
of my heritage.”

Olivares’s high grades gave him a wide 
choice of colleges. He didn’t know much 
about Penn, but the University’s financial 
aid package was the most generous. Ar-
riving in Philadelphia was a shock: “It’s 
cold, and the radio stations don’t have 
music in Spanish, like they all do in 
South Texas. The food is different—it’s 
not all Mexican or Tex-Mex.” He remem-
bers thinking: “Oh, this is the US.” 

“It was hard. I was feeling very home-
sick,” he says. “I wrote a letter to my par-
ents saying how much I missed them, 
and how much I wanted to be back.”

One cultural disconnect, described in 
the memoir, involved an academic advi-
sor who denied him permission to take 
a fifth course one semester. Olivares 
wanted to add a Spanish literature class, 
on Cervantes’s novel Don Quixote—not 
an outsized challenge for a native speak-
er. But the advisor expressed concern 
that Olivares’s parents would place an 
angry call to him if their son’s grades 
suffered. “His response was unfathom-
able to me,” Olivares says. His parents 
didn’t even speak English. “They had 
zero connection to my life at Penn.” 

But Olivares did find community at the 
University, befriending international 
students from Mexico, members of the 
broader Latinx diaspora, and classmates 
who shared his academic interests. At 
the Albert M. Greenfield Intercultural 
Center, he acquired both a work-study 
job and “a home away from home.” It 
was the center that invited him back to 
campus in 2019, and it plans to host him 
again in late September in connection 
with his memoir.

panies, making way too much money for 
a 26-year-old,” he says. He used much of 
it to help his mother pay off her house. 

After four years, he felt able to pursue 
his real interests. As a Bernstein Inter-
national Human Rights Fellow at the 
Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights, he traveled to Guatemala with a 
delegation to chronicle human rights 
abuses. He also gained a useful connec-
tion: the fellowship was named for Rob-
ert L. Bernstein, the longtime president 
of Random House and a strong human 
rights advocate, who died in 2019. Ber-
nstein’s son Peter and his wife, Amy, 
would become Olivares’s literary agents.

Olivares landed at the Texas Civil 
Rights Project, in Alamo, Texas, in 2013. 
Based near the border, he initially han-
dled a range of cases, involving the First 
Amendment, wage theft, disability 
rights, and other issues. Then, in May 
and June 2014, came “the first ‘crisis’ of 
unaccompanied children from Central 
America coming across the border,” Oli-
vares says. “I was at the right place at the 
right time to do that work. And that’s 
when I started focusing my career on 
immigrant rights.”

In 
2015, Olivares, on behalf of the 
Texas Civil Rights Project, filed a 
successful lawsuit against the 

state of Texas, which had been denying 
US birth certificates to the children of 
undocumented immigrants. Immedi-
ately after the 2016 election, marked by 
candidate Donald Trump W’68’s castiga-
tion of Mexican immigrants and focus 
on building a border wall, he and his 
colleagues contacted landowners in the 
area. Olivares told them, “You don’t have 
to sell your property. You have the right 
to force the government to take you to 
court, and we’ll represent you.”

That was another success. “The emi-
nent domain process is so inherently 
slow that,” with a single exception, “ev-
ery single landowner that we advised 
and who refused to sign their land over 
eventually got it back from the Biden 

O
livares’s “social justice awakening” 
began with a course titled Writing 
About the Essay. Reading Virginia 

Woolf ’s A Room of One’s Own helped 
make him “a proud feminist,” he says. 
He also loved his classes on political phi-
losophy and the history of economic 
thought. “Seeing what I perceived to be 
injustice in the world reaffirmed my de-
sire to go to law school,” he says, “but 
now with this twist to do social justice 
and public-interest law.” 

Graduating summa cum laude, he ap-
plied to 15 law schools. He was accepted 
to 13. Only Stanford said no; Penn wait-
listed him. (“I won’t deny that it stung a 
little bit,” he says.) 

Olivares chose Yale and thrived there, 
becoming a student director of the Schell 
Center for International Human Rights 
and articles editor of the Yale Human 
Rights and Development Law Journal. 

His father, who had a heart condition, 
died the fall semester of Efrén’s second 
year of law school. It was a major emo-
tional blow that temporarily diverted 
Olivares’s career trajectory. “He took over 
the family financially,” his brother Héctor 
recalls. “That was very impressive. He 
didn’t have to do that.” 

After graduation, Olivares worked at 
the Houston law firm of Fulbright & Ja-
worski LLP, “doing corporate litigation, 
representing the big multinational com-

“I wrote a letter 
to my parents
saying how 
much I missed 
them, and how 
much I wanted 
to be back.”
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dren had been wrested away, and who 
had no idea when they would see them 
again. “I interviewed dozens of these 
parents,” he writes, “and heard firsthand 
how Border Patrol agents took their chil-
dren from them through deceit, subter-
fuge, and sometimes outright violence.”

He met a woman whose husband had 
been beaten to death in a field, who had 
left Guatemala to save herself and her 
11-year-old son. Border Patrol agents had 
separated them. Another mother had 
fled Honduran gangs with her six-year-
old son; he had medical problems, and 
he, too, was missing. 

Maggy Krell, then chief legal counsel 
for Planned Parenthood Affiliates of 
California and now special advisor to the 
California attorney general, traveled to 
South Texas to provide pro bono assis-
tance. “It was pretty chaotic,” she recalls, 
“and very terrifying for the families. For 
a lawyer, it was a dizzying array of 
changing rules and policies and bureau-
cracies, and how to figure out how best 
to intervene was part of the challenge.” 
Later, she would help reunite that Hon-
duran mother and son, and would go on 
to win their asylum case. 

As a former attorney for US Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement (ICE), 
Laura Peña had litigated the govern-
ment’s side of the issue. But when she 
heard a Father’s Day rally speech by 
Olivares, livestreamed on Facebook, she 
was so moved that she left a private im-
migration law practice in California to 
become a visiting attorney at the Texas 
Civil Rights Project. She is now legal di-
rector of its Beyond Borders program.

“The world was looking for leadership,” 
she says, and Olivares “really stepped up.” 
At the height of the tumult, “he was so 
busy and dogged and committed,” she 
adds. “And even though this was really a 
marathon that lasted months, maybe 
years, he was always sprinting.”

The Trump administration said at the 
time that zero tolerance was meant to 
deter the growing number of asylum 
seekers. In Olivares’s view, family separa-

erty, and, in Guatemala in particular, 
extreme anti-Indigenous discrimina-
tion,” Olivares says. The Trump admin-
istration’s initial response was to turn 
asylum seekers away from official ports 
of entry once a daily cap was reached (a 
practice known as “metering”). Prevent-
ed from entering legally, families crossed 
the Rio Grande River, in many cases de-
liberately seeking out US Border Patrol 
agents to start the asylum process. “They 
were going the only way the system 
would allow them,” Olivares says. 

To win asylum, he says, those seeking 
protection need to show they face threats 
to their life or safety in their home coun-
tries, and that their own governments or 
police forces can’t protect them. They 
also must demonstrate that they are be-
ing targeted for their “race, nationality, 
religion, political opinion, or member-
ship in a particular social group.” Oliva-
res has argued that gender and LGBTQ 
status should be included in that last 
category, but not all courts have agreed.

Historically, Olivares explains, Border 
Patrol agents have had discretion about 
whether to refer asylum seekers entering 
the country illegally for criminal prose-
cution, and such referrals were uncom-
mon. The “zero tolerance” policy elimi-
nated that discretion. Going to court 
entailed parents’ separation from their 
children “if only for a few hours,” Oliva-
res says. The catch was that, at that point, 
these “unaccompanied alien children,” 
as they were designated, fell under the 
jurisdiction of the US Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS), 
which was sending them to detention 
centers and other facilities around the 
country. In many cases, neither the US 
Department of Homeland Security, 
which oversees the border, nor HHS kept 
adequate records of the process.

My Boy Will Die of Sorrow captures the 
frenzy of those days. With court permis-
sion, Olivares and his small Spanish-
speaking team showed up early each 
morning to federal court to talk to shack-
led and traumatized parents whose chil-

administration,” Olivares says. “I am ex-
tremely proud of that fact.” 

Mimi Marziani, who became president 
of the Texas Civil Rights Project in Feb-
ruary 2016, quickly promoted Olivares 
to her leadership team. Praising his 
“brilliant legal mind” and “deep compas-
sion,” she says: “One of the hardest 
things in law is to push away the minu-
tiae and quickly grasp what is funda-
mentally important about a situation—
and he has that skill.”

Marziani was fundraising in New York 
in May 2018 when Olivares called to re-
port a problem. “I’ll never forget the con-
versation,” she says. Olivares conveyed 
the experience of a federal public defend-
er he knew: “All of a sudden, she showed 
up in court, and rather than the normal 
docket of illegal entry, maybe some drug 
cases, suddenly there’s dozens of parents 
crying, asking where their kids are. And 
nobody knew—not the judge, not the 
prosecutors, not the immigration agents. 

“When he heard that fact pattern, he 
quickly grasped that this was likely to be 
a manifestation of [Attorney General] 
Jeff Sessions’ ‘zero tolerance’ policy,” 
Marziani says. “I believe that he was one 
of the very first people in the country to 
realize that this was being rolled out in 
a systematic way. He helped me under-
stand very quickly what a crisis it was.” 
As a result, she says, “we decided to push 
every ounce of resources we could to-
ward South Texas,” tracking separations, 
filing a complaint with the Inter-Amer-
ican Commission on Human Rights, and 
reaching out to the media.  

Nationally, other organizations, includ-
ing the American Civil Liberties Union 
and RAICES (the Refugee and Immigrant 
Center for Education and Legal Services), 
were also active in the fight. But in McAl-
len, Texas, a major destination for asylum 
seekers because of its proximity to the 
Mexican border, the Texas Civil Rights 
Project and Olivares took the lead. 

Thousands of families were fleeing 
Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador 
because of “gang violence, extreme pov-
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right now, and yet we’re turning people 
away from the border. The other piece of 
it is this idea that we cannot process the 
immigrants on the border, that ‘it’s so 
many of them and we’re overwhelmed.’ 

“We’re the most powerful country in 
the world. We have sent rockets to Mars,” 
he says. “The idea that we cannot cobble 
together some staplers and copy paper 
to process people at the border is just 
unacceptable, to say the least. That argu-
ment is disingenuous, frankly. It’s a lack 
of political will to really live up to the 
dream that is the United States.”

Julia M. Klein is a Philadelphia freelance jour-

nalist and a frequent contributor to the Ga-

zette. Follow her on Twitter @JuliaMKlein. 

tegic thinking about the threats to im-
migrant communities in the country,” she 
says. “What I appreciated about Efrén’s 
work is that it was encapsulated in a 
framework of understanding how white 
supremacy drives so much of the anti-
immigrant sentiment and policymaking.” 

For Olivares, it was a chance to do the 
work he loved on a wider, more ambi-
tious scale. At SPLC, he now supervises 
a staff of about 50 attorneys and others 
advocating on behalf of detained immi-
grants, other immigrant workers and 
families, and asylum seekers. 

T
he first step in composing a book 
about his experiences was showing 
notes from his 2019 Penn presenta-

tion to a cousin, José Antonio Rodríguez, 
an associate professor of creative writing 
at the University of Texas-Rio Grande 
Valley. Rodríguez was encouraging.  

Writing a memoir while working full-
time—and parenting two young chil-
dren, with his wife, Karla, an occupa-
tional therapist—wasn’t easy. In college 
and law school, Olivares had been a 
night owl. But he found he wrote best in 
the dawn hours, between 5 and 7 a.m., 
before his children woke up. “The other 
thing that was difficult,” he says, “was 
being vulnerable about my experience 
and opening up in that personal way 
that I have never had to do.” 

Olivares remains passionate about im-
migration and America’s tortured re-
sponse to it. “Even the starting point of 
[casting] immigration as a problem is 
already a narrative position,” he says. 
“This notion that there’s a surge, that 
‘they’re coming in droves,’ is created and 
reinforced by anti-immigrant advocates, 
people who don’t want immigration—
those who are themselves descendants 
of immigrants, by the way.

“There is a need for an orderly way for 
people to come to the US, especially 
those who are fleeing death and persecu-
tion, and we don’t have that—it’s very 
limited. The system is plagued with 
abuses. There’s a shortage of workers 

tion was integral to that project, not 
merely its unfortunate byproduct.  

“There was no plan for reuniting any-
one,” he says. “They didn’t care about re-
uniting them. That was never their con-
cern. Their concern was just to inflict as 
much pain and suffering as possible. There 
was no care for the family relationship.” 

The Texas Civil Rights Project logged 382 
cases of family separation, ultimately find-
ing lawyers to represent 120 families. 
Some of the asylum claims were granted; 
some were denied; others are still pend-
ing, Olivares says. Still other families made 
it to their US destinations and found rep-
resentation there. Others were deported. 
The project lost track of about 100.

Most families eventually were reunit-
ed, thanks to advocates such as Olivares. 
But not all. “I am now thinking that in 
20, 30 years, we’re going to hear stories 
of children who are still looking for their 
parents or finding them, like out of the 
Argentinian dictatorship,” he says. “It’s 
really hard to come to terms with it.” 

The peak of the crisis lasted less than 
a month, from mid-May to June 20, 2018, 
when President Trump’s executive order 
officially ended the family separation 
policy. Separations continued after that, 
Olivares says, but more sporadically. One 
key factor in the turnabout, Olivares 
says, was the leak, on June 18, of an 
eight-minute audio recording from a 
South Texas detention center where chil-
dren were crying and begging for their 
parents. “In the audio, you only hear 
their cries and their voices. You don’t see 
the color of their skin,” he says. “That’s 
why it was so powerful, in my view.”

Both Olivares’s leadership and views 
on immigration impressed Margaret 
Huang, president and chief executive 
officer of the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter. In November 2020, she tapped him 
to serve as deputy legal director in 
charge of the organization’s Immigrant 
Justice Project. 

“We hired Efrén because of his extensive 
experience not only doing litigation on 
immigrant justice issues, but also his stra-

“Even the 
starting point 
of [casting] 
immigration 
as a problem 
is already a
narrative 
position.”

Photo by Tere Garcia, courtesy Hachette Books
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On 
March 11, 2021, the Wall Street 
Journal’s Opinion section pub-
lished a piece by David Skeel, 

the chair of a federal oversight board es-
tablished by Congress five years before to 
restore economic stability to Puerto Rico, 
in part by reducing the island’s unsustain-
able public debt. Skeel, the S. Samuel Ar-
sht Professor of Corporate Law at the 
University of Pennsylvania Carey Law 
School, was one of four Republicans ap-
pointed to the seven-member PROMESA 
oversight board by President Barack 
Obama in 2016. He’d already written in 
support of the board’s work a couple times 
for the Journal’s Opinion page, which on 
balance had given more space to critics 
aligned with the interests of Puerto Rico’s 
creditors—hedge funds and other entities 
that stood to lose tens of billions of dollars 
on the risks they had taken. 

gotiations did away with the pension 
cuts.) The fiscal result for Puerto Rican 
taxpayers would be substantial: instead 
of having to pay 25 cents of every tax dol-
lar directly to creditors, that burden would 
fall to roughly seven cents. Yet Skeel did 
not take to the Journal’s pages to defend 
the specifics of the plan, which amounted 
to the largest debt restructuring in the 
history of US municipal bond markets. 
Instead he framed it in religious terms.

“This process wouldn’t make many Chris-
tians think of Christianity,” he wrote, “but 
it should.” Citing Old Testament provisions 
for the regular cancellation of loans, as well 
as Jesus’s penchant for economic illustra-
tions in parables and other teachings, Skeel 
laid out a Biblical case for debt relief. In 
doing so he was hewing to a central tenet 
of his practice as an evangelical Christian: 
preaching beyond the choir. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY TOMMY LEONARDI C’89

Skeel had also taken fire from the left, 
where some painted the PROMESA board 
as a colonialist device empowered to im-
pose pension cuts and penalizing auster-
ity upon a territory where four in 10 
residents lived in poverty. In 2018, a rash 
of Wild West-style “Wanted” posters went 
up around Penn’s campus, depicting 
Skeel as a “mercenary” who “demands 
the blood of Puerto Rican people to pay 
rich Wall Street bondholders.”

Skeel’s latest Journal opinion piece 
came on the heels of a brokered agree-
ment to shave some $25 billion worth of 
face-value debt and more than $50 billion 
in interest payments from the Common-
wealth’s original contractual obligations. 
The deal also approached the island’s un-
funded pension problem via an 8.5 per-
cent benefit cut for retirees receiving more 
than $1,500 per month. (Subsequent ne-

How Penn’s foremost expert on bankruptcy law 
became one of the most surprising voices in 

contemporary evangelical Christianity.

By Trey Popp

The Law, 
The Gospel, 

and David Skeel
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the kingdom of God through law, they 
are denying Christianity’s teachings, not 
promoting them.”

A Disciple’s Path
Like many American evangelicals, David 
Skeel came to Christ in a roundabout 
way. The son of a teacher and an Air 
Force doctor, he spent his childhood 
trailing his father’s military assign-
ments: Washington, DC; central Califor-
nia; Michigan; the Philippines; northern 
California; and finally Augusta, Georgia, 
where his dad left the service when Da-
vid was in middle school. 

One setting into which the family rare-
ly ventured was a house of worship. 

“I was inside a church maybe three or 
four times in the first 18 years of my life,” 
says Skeel. “We were not even Christmas-
and-Easter Christians.”

By the time he enrolled at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina in 1979, his obliv-
iousness to religious life was impressive 
even for a kid who’d never gone to Sun-
day school. It came to a head during a 
class discussion of a short story called 
“The Ram in the Thicket,” by the 20th-
century American novelist Wright Mor-
ris. The titular reference to Abraham’s 
narrowly averted sacrifice of Isaac was 
completely lost on Skeel. “I had no idea 
what that was about—even when the 
story was discussed,” he recalls. “I had 
no familiarity with it at all.” 

Among other things, that was an em-
barrassment. So the duly humbled Eng-
lish major made a resolution: “The Bible 
might be just a complete crock. It may 
be all mythology and not worth reading. 
But I needed to at least know what was 
in it. And so I decided to read the Bible.”

Skeel traveled his personal road to Da-
mascus the summer after his sophomore 
year, in a van that he and two buddies 
drove across the country for a vehicle-
transfer company whose reliance on col-
legiate would-be hitchhikers did not 
bode especially well for the firm’s long-
term viability. “By the time we got to Las 

“The effort to restructure the debt in 
a way that balances the importance of 
contractual promises with Puerto Rico’s 
desperate need for a fresh start,” he con-
cluded, “may be the most Christian ac-
tivity I’ve ever been involved in.”

Skeel’s resume abounds with more con-
ventional Christian activities. For 17 
years he has been an elder of Philadel-
phia’s Tenth Presbyterian Church, whose 
Christian high school he also served as a 
trustee. He’s spent more than a decade 
on the board of directors of God’s World 
Publications, the publisher of World 
magazine, whose motto is “Sound jour-
nalism, grounded in facts and Biblical 
truth.” In 2014 Skeel authored True Par-
adox: How Christianity Makes Sense of 
Our Complex World, a slim volume of 
personal reflection and light-footed theo-
logical commentary in the vein of C.S. 
Lewis’s Mere Christianity.

Skeel wasn’t asked to help resolve 
Puerto Rico’s fiscal crisis on account of 
his faith. He has been teaching and writ-
ing about bankruptcy law for far longer 
than he has engaged in Christian apolo-
getics. In 2001, after a dozen years of 
wide-ranging academic scholarship in 
the area, he authored Debt’s Dominion, 
a 200-year history of US bankruptcy 
codes. Since then he has become an out-
spoken advocate of permitting states to 
declare bankruptcy [“Gazetteer,” 
Mar|Apr 2011]. At Penn Law his teaching 
load includes courses on bankruptcy, 
global corporate governance, and sover-
eign debt restructuring. 

But in recent years Skeel has increas-
ingly used his legal scholarship to ad-
vance a view of the law rooted in theo-
logically conservative evangelical Chris-
tianity. This is partly intriguing on ac-
count of which areas of law attract his 
attention. The lion’s share of US legal 
commentary involving religion deals 
with the First Amendment’s Establish-
ment and Free Exercise clauses. Skeel 
focuses virtually anywhere else. Christi-
anity and the large-scale corporation. 

Christianity and bankruptcy. Christian-
ity and criminal law. In a recent contri-
bution to Pepperdine Law Review, he 
contended that contrasting theological 
frameworks left American evangelicals 
“Divided by the Sermon on the Mount,” 
with political ramifications that might 
help to explain many “evangelicals’ em-
brace of Donald Trump, despite his obvi-
ous flaws and their insistence two de-
cades ago that a president’s character is 
essential.” He has written shorter pieces 
for the popular press addressing ques-
tions like “Was it Immoral for American 
Airlines to File for Bankruptcy?” (No, he 
argued to the readers of Christianity 
Today.) Taken as a whole, this growing 
body of work comprises a project to rec-
tify a decades-long deficiency he has 
dubbed, in the title of another law re-
view article, “The Unbearable Lightness 
of Christian Legal Scholarship.”

As an attempt to expand his field’s schol-
arly boundaries, this project is noteworthy 
in a similar way to the emergence of eco-
nomics-orientated legal analysis at the 
University of Chicago in the 1950s and 
’60s, or critical race theory in the 1970s 
and ’80s. Skeel is one of a small number 
of academics developing this Protestant 
evangelical approach to contemporary US 
law, and it is too early, of course, to know 
how much or little influence they may 
come to have. But what makes Skeel’s con-
tributions especially interesting is how 
often his understanding of theologically 
conservative Christianity produces conclu-
sions that run counter to the dominant 
strain of legal and legislative activism 
among American evangelicals, in areas 
ranging from vice regulation to abortion.

Contemporary evangelicals have a 
“tendency” he says, “to think that any-
thing that’s immoral should be illegal—
that the legal system should completely 
track our system of, or our common 
understanding of, morals. And I strong-
ly disagree with that.” 

Making his case for Christianity in 
True Paradox, he stated it strongly in-
deed: “When Christians seek to usher in 
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Vegas, the van was still running, and it 
still looked the same,” Skeel chuckles, 
“but I’m quite confident it was not the 
same van anymore.”

More importantly, he wasn’t the same 
anymore, either. When it wasn’t his turn 
to drive, he sat in the back, reading the 
Old Testament from page one. “And by 
the time I was not even finished with 
Genesis, I just knew in my heart it was 
true,” he remembers. “I had never read 
anything like it. It spoke to me about who 
I am, and what it means to be human, in 
a way that just completely blew me away.”

It was the beginning of a journey that 
led to Skeel’s rebirth as a theologically 
conservative Protestant who accepted 
the Bible as the “true and authoritative” 
source of teachings that form “the basis 
for everything else.” 

The notion of Biblical “truth” attracts a 
certain amount of facile derision as a 
simpleton’s credo. After all, if God made 
the plants and animals before creating 
mankind in his own image, as described 
in the first chapter of Genesis, how could 
God also have created man before the 
plants and animals—as described in the 
second chapter? And did 42 generations 
separate Jesus from King David (as in the 
Gospel of Luke), or just 28 (as in the Gos-
pel of Matthew)? Does the Bible’s “au-
thoritative” nature extend to the Leviti-
can prohibition against wearing gar-
ments woven from two kinds of materi-
als? Or God’s insistence to a compliant 
Moses that a man caught gathering sticks 
on the Sabbath be stoned to death?  

For Skeel, though, the Bible’s thought-
provoking inconsistencies, as well as its 
disconnects with some contemporary 
mores whose wisdom he had already 
begun to question, were marks of a text 
that tackled the complicated nature of 
human existence head on. “The psycho-
logical complexity of Christianity was 
really powerful for me, as was the com-
plexity of the language in the Bible,” he 
said in an interview some years back. 
“Truth can’t be conveyed in a single 
genre, so the Bible’s mix of genres, lan-

1980s, bankruptcy law had shed its 
“faintly unsavory” reputation to gain 
prominence in an era that was becoming 
rife with tactical Chapter 11 filings—from 
oil-giant Texaco’s bid to stave off a $10 
billion jury verdict obtained by its com-
petitor Pennzoil, to TV actress Tia Car-
rere’s unsuccessful attempt to use bank-
ruptcy proceedings to wriggle out of a 
contract with General Hospital in search 
of a bigger payday from The A-Team.  

Skeel “found the travails of financially 
troubled individuals and corporations 
riveting. It also became clear that Amer-
ican bankruptcy law touches on all as-
pects of American life.” After graduating 
from the University of Virginia School of 
Law in 1987, he began plying the trade for 
Philadelphia’s Duane, Morris & Heck-
scher before shifting to academia. In 
1999, after eight years at Temple Univer-
sity Law, he joined the faculty at Penn 
Law, where that year’s graduating class 
voted to give him the Harvey Levin Award 
for Excellence in Teaching—the first of 
several teaching honors including a Uni-
versity-wide Lindback Award in 2004.  

Skeel’s scholarship reflected wide-rang-
ing but more or less conventional inter-
ests. He published about the controversial 
rise of Delaware as a bankruptcy venue of 
choice for corporate debtors. He authored 
a comparative analysis of corporate gov-
ernance under bankruptcy proceedings 
in Germany, Japan, and the United States. 
He wrote about corporate lockup provi-
sions, sovereign bankruptcy regimes, and 
the racial dimensions of credit and bank-
ruptcy. (A 2004 paper on the latter sub-
ject—which included a fascinating gloss 
on the “mystifying” absence of “significant 
bankruptcy practice” in the mid-20th-
century lawyering of Sadie Tanner Mos-
sell Alexander Ed1918 G1919 Gr1921 L’27 
Hon’74—was characteristic of Skeel’s nu-
anced reasoning, keen perception of his-
torical ironies, and measured approach 
in the suggestion of legal and legislative 
remedies. Its intricate social and institu-
tional analysis, by a scholar whose politics 
tend right of center, was also a model for 

guage, and images is part of the evidence 
for its veracity.” 

Skeel doesn’t go in for the hallmark lit-
eralism of Christian fundamentalism. “I 
don’t believe creation took place in six 
24-hour days. It just doesn’t make sense,” 
he says. “My view is that in the opening 
chapters of Genesis, for instance, God is 
not trying to give a recipe for creation; I 
think he’s telling us something about who 
he is and what creation is. So in some 
ways it’s a matter of genre: What’s God 
trying to do? Is this poetic, is it literal? 
Someone like me tends to view genre as 
a very important interpretive tool.

“I’m very much evangelical,” he con-
cludes, “but very much not fundamental-
ist.” Yet he also rejects the theologically 
liberal urge to discard or “neutralize” ele-
ments of scripture that clash with present-
day secular values. “If you read the Bible, 
and it says something that you don’t like—
and no matter how you read it, you can’t 
read it another way—someone who be-
lieves it is authoritative concludes that it 
is binding, even if they don’t like it, or even 
if it’s out of step with modern life.”  

As his spiritual awakening progressed, 
Skeel meanwhile fell into the grip of an-
other captivation: bankruptcy law. This 
too was an unexpected development.

“Like most literature majors who wind 
up in law school,” he observed in the 
preface to Debt’s Dominion, “I knew 
little about business and finance, and 
even less about bankruptcy.” But by the 

“The story of 
Christianity 
and the idea of 
a fresh start with 
bankruptcy are 
very closely 
parallel.”
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wrath is visited on the poor, who are usu-
ally the recipients of criminal punish-
ment.” Yet everyone needs to be gov-
erned, because all humans are prone to 
sin. “And since sin is universal and since 
those who do the governing must them-
selves be governed, law (not government 
officials) must do the restraining.”

Observing that “clearly articulated 
rules” that “punish conduct, and never 
intent alone” are foundational to the 
rule of law, the authors emphasized a 
major threat to it: the individual offi-
cials, prosecutors, and regulators em-
powered to decide who to target for 
breaking rules. “Discretionary power 
means the power to oppress,” and the 
abuse of that power was visible any-
where you looked. “Drug crimes in poor 
city neighborhoods regularly lead to 
long prison terms” whereas “upper-class 
drug crime is treated more generously.” 
Martha Stewart was just the latest CEO 
to have been targeted mostly “for being 
famous and unpopular,” they argued—
jailed for “crimes that are committed 
every day without legal consequence” by 
people whose convictions wouldn’t land 
a prosecutor on the front page. Excessive 
discretion, Skeel and Stuntz contended, 
sets the stage for discriminatory enforce-
ment—and consequently breeds con-
tempt for the rule of law as a mere “ve-
neer that hides the rule of discretion.”

So how does God’s law measure up to 
this standard? Horribly, Skeel and Stuntz 
observed. It’s virtually the opposite. Con-
sider the Golden Rule, which commands 
that we love our neighbors as we love 
ourselves. Forget the principle that rules 
must be defined with reasonable specific-
ity. “One can barely imagine a more 
vague and open-ended legal require-
ment.” And it gets worse. Turning to the 
Sermon on the Mount, the authors noted 
that Jesus “defines as murderers ‘every-
one who is angry with his brother,’” and 
declares that adulterers include “not only 
those who have sexual relations with oth-
ers’ spouses, but ‘everyone who looks at 
a woman with lustful intent.’

perspective, which emphasizes that rec-
onciliation with God can come only by 
embracing Christ as the Savior, not 
through a believer’s good works. 

“And when that occurred to me, I start-
ed to see all of the economic language in 
Christ’s teachings, and just how close that 
parallel was,” he says. “I mean, the most 
dramatic example of it in my view is in 
the Lord’s Prayer, when Christ teaches his 
disciples to pray, ‘forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors,’” Skeel continues, 
citing the Gospel of Matthew phrasing 
favored by many Protestant denomina-
tions. “I had always thought of that in 
spiritual terms—and it is meant, I think, 
to be understood spiritually. But I also 
think it’s quite literal, that it’s not acci-
dental that Jesus used so many econom-
ic metaphors in his teaching.”

This observation is hardly unique to 
David Skeel. “Other than sex,” as he put 
it in a more recent article, “almost no 
other feature of daily life figures so 
prominently in Scripture as debt.”

And that was only one aspect of his 
growing interest in examining the law 
through the prism of his faith.

The Irony of Moralist Law
A philosophical watershed moment 
came in 2006, via a paper he coauthored 
with Harvard Law School professor Wil-
liam Stuntz, an influential and some-
what iconoclastic theorist of criminal 
law and procedure who died in 2011. 
“Christianity and the (Modest) Rule of 
Law,” which appeared in the Journal of 
Constitutional Law, brought the two 
scholars’ evangelical Christianity di-
rectly to bear on US criminal justice.  

Skeel and Stuntz presented the Bible 
as a seedbed of ideas supporting the clas-
sic secular conception of the rule of law: 
all men and women have dignity in the 
eyes of God, hence “government should 
treat even those it punishes” with the 
“respect due to creatures made in God’s 
image”—an egalitarian requirement “that 
is heightened when the government’s 

the analytical power of critical race theo-
ry before that academic subdiscipline was 
seized upon as a culture-war cudgel.) His 
2005 book Icarus in the Boardroom: The 
Fundamental Flaws in Corporate Ameri-
ca and Where They Came From examined 
the history of corporate crises from the 
19th century to the Enron and WorldCom 
scandals, and it advocated for a series of 
focused reforms to protect corporate 
shareholders, suppliers, and employees 
from executives who are often incentiv-
ized to take “excessive or fraudulent risks.”  

It wasn’t until the mid-2000s that an 
explicit attention to Christianity began 
to percolate through his prose. One of the 
first instances came in 2003, after the 
Archdiocese of Boston hinted at declaring 
bankruptcy as it faced massive liabilities 
stemming from hundreds of clergy sexu-
al misconduct cases. In an article for the 
Boston College Law Review titled “Avoid-
ing Moral Bankruptcy,” Skeel warned 
against the temptation for the Church to 
“evade obligations to victims,” but argued 
for the potential merits of a filing. Chap-
ter 11’s provisions for “pervasive court 
oversight and extensive scrutiny” could 
force the archdiocese to reckon with its 
wrongs—“confirming the Church’s ac-
countability rather than undermining it.”

The next year, Skeel began a critical 
appreciation of Elizabeth Warren—who 
at the time was not yet a US Senator but 
rather “the nation’s leading consumer 
bankruptcy scholar”—by recounting a 
“wonderful passage in the New Testa-
ment.” The article was otherwise uncon-
cerned with Christianity, but its author 
seemed to be gaining comfort wearing 
his own in plain view.  

“There came a point,” Skeel reflects, 
“where I realized that the story of Christi-
anity—the story of the Gospel, as we 
would put it—and the idea of the fresh 
start with bankruptcy are very closely par-
allel. The idea that you’re indebted beyond 
your ability ever to escape that indebted-
ness, you can’t get out on your own … it’s 
almost exactly the same trajectory as the 
idea of what Jesus is” from an evangelical 
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weening Christians try to “write moral-
ity into the statute books” via campaigns 
targeting widely tolerated practices like 
gambling, alcohol, or abortion, they 
make their faith alien and aggressive 
toward those they should be seeking to 
attract—while “distract[ing] religious 
believers from other, more limited ef-
forts that might command widespread 
support.” In effect, they yield to the 
temptation to “turn God’s law into a list 
of purposeless rules, a kind of Biblical 
version of the Internal Revenue Code,” 
reprising the pitfall for which Jesus 
criticized the Pharisees. 

“Conflating God’s law and man’s law,” 
they declared, “does violence to both. It 
makes far too much of man’s law, and far 
too little of God’s.” 

The Justice Paradox
In the years since he and Stuntz articu-
lated their Christian case for a mini-
mally ambitious legal code, Skeel has 
continued to evangelize about the perils 
of legal moralism and symbolic religious 
legislation. He devoted a chapter of True 
Paradox—which was pitched at general 
readers, not legal scholars—to what he 
calls the “justice paradox.” It flows from 
two observations. Humans have long 
placed remarkable faith in the idea that 
the right system of law can produce a 
just social order. Yet from Hammurabi’s 
Code to Napoleon’s, and from Marxism 
to the libertarian system of laws inspired 
by John Stuart Mill, we have been disap-
pointed over and over again.  

“Both parts of that pattern—the hubris 
about our capacity for justice and the 
failure that follows—are important,” Skeel 
wrote. The New Testament demonstrates 
this dynamic twice over, as first the Jew-
ish authorities and then the Roman ones 
condemn Jesus on suspect grounds. “The 
hero of the Christian story was murdered 
by impressive legal systems, not transpar-
ently evil ones,” Skeel noted. “Lest we 
think that it is simply an accident that 
one system of law failed, the Jesus story 

added); to Republican efforts in the mid-
2000s, under pressure from conservative 
Christians, to keep Terri Schiavo alive in 
a persistent vegetative state by inserting 
Congress into the private medical deci-
sions of a single family; to various bipar-
tisan spates of redundant “corporate re-
sponsibility legislation” in reaction to the 
business scandal of the moment.  

Skeel and Stuntz were equally scathing 
about that brand of legislative moral pos-
turing. “Members of Congress can please 
constituents who wish to condemn the 
relevant conduct, without paying either 
the fiscal or political price of stopping 
that conduct. In contrast to legislation 
that embodies compromises and trad-
eoffs, federal criminal law is a land of 
broad ‘thou shalt nots,’ leaving the com-
promises and tradeoffs for law enforcers.”

God’s law, in short, exemplifies the 
radical and potentially transformational 
scope of all good moral principles, which 
“reach into every nook and cranny of our 
lives and our thoughts” to stir us to vir-
tue. But its instructive power curdles 
upon contact with the institutions by 
which men and women police one an-
other. In a world where “all sin but only 
some sinners can be punished” and “rul-
ers are prone to favoritism and exploita-
tion,” Skeel and Stuntz wrote, the law 
must play a “double game: restraining 
the worst wrongs by the citizenry with-
out empowering judges and prosecutors 
to do wrong themselves.” This is best ac-
complished, they contended, by limiting 
the law’s reach—“draw[ing] lines not 
between right and wrong, but between 
the most destructive and verifiable 
wrongs, and everything else.” 

Our secular legal system would do well 
to learn that “moralist criminal law 
turns out not to be particularly moral,” 
they concluded. And “conservative 
Christians could stand to learn the same 
lesson.” Not just because Paul the Apos-
tle preached it in the first century, but 
because converting moral codes into 
abuse-prone legal ones risks damaging 
the evangelical project itself. When over-

“No legal system that defined murder 
and adultery as Jesus did could enforce 
those offenses with any consistency. 
Such laws would function like highway 
speed limits—all drivers violate them, so 
the real law is whatever state troopers 
decide. And Jesus himself applied God’s 
law differently to different people,” they 
continued, “violating the principle that 
all should be bound by the same rules.”

“God’s law,” Skeel and Stuntz wrote, 
“violates every single principle that flies 
under the banner of the ‘rule of law.’ If 
the state tried to replicate this law in a 
legal code, police and prosecutors would 
have total, absolute discretion to choose 
who should be sent to jail and who 
should go free; and civil law regulators 
could pick their least favorite CEO and 
punish him or her whenever they chose. 
In practice, the discretionary choices of 
the governors, rather than God’s law it-
self, would govern the people.”

And that, they contended, is what 
tends to happen whenever “legal moral-
ists”—including Biblically inspired 
ones—gain the upper hand. 

At one extreme lies the 18th Amend-
ment, which criminalized the production, 
transportation, and sale of alcoholic bev-
erages. Zealous enforcement of a prohibi-
tion that was opposed by a substantial 
minority of citizens—and majorities 
among some ethnic and geographic 
groups—arguably did more to undermine 
respect for the rule of law than it did to 
advance the moral project of the Temper-
ance movement. “The proprietor of an 
establishment that sold beer in a work-
ing-class Irish or Italian neighborhood in 
New York City might well wind up in jail,” 
Skeel wrote elsewhere. “[T]hose who sold 
gin in an upscale, upper East Side neigh-
borhood were far more likely to wind up 
in an F. Scott Fitzgerald novel.”

At the other end of the spectrum are 
largely symbolic laws ranging from the 
1910 Mann Act, which made it a felony to 
transport “any woman or girl for the pur-
pose of prostitution or debauchery, or for 
any other immoral purpose” (emphasis 
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ly in teaching millions of citizens to ig-
nore laws that lack common consent 
while driving the targeted activity un-
derground—to be policed, or not, at the 
whims of beat cops and prosecutors. 
(They may also lack staying power, as 
shown by the widening scope of legal 
gambling in the last several years.)

The religious right’s quest to outlaw 
abortion, exemplified most recently by a 
Texas ban that effectively outsources en-
forcement to self-appointed vigilantes, 
nettles him for similar reasons. “I am per-
sonally pro-life, so I would love to see a 
society where there’s no abortion,” Skeel 
says. “But that’s not the society that we live 
in at the moment. So I’m not a big fan of 
the Texas law, because I think the law goes 
way beyond where we are now as a society.

“I am sympathetic to banning late-
term abortions, as the Supreme Court 
allowed a while back,” he adds. “But the 
idea of completely making abortion il-
legal, I think, would create social chaos.” 

One of the things that distinguishes 
Skeel’s Christian-inflected legal commen-
tary is its earnest genuflection toward 
pluralism. Another is his propensity to 
challenge the assumption that two op-
posing perspectives are in fact ineluctably 
at odds with one another—often by com-
plicating debates that have been dumbed 
down via relentless simplification.

“The deep divide between moralists and 
libertarians may be needless, the result 
more of theological error than of spiritual 
disagreement,” he and Stuntz wrote in 
their case for modest rule-of-law. “Liber-
tarians seek to minimize formal legal re-
straints on private conduct. That agenda 
should hold some appeal for wise moral-
ists, at least if the moralists are Christian. 
After all, the rule of law is a moral good in 
Christian terms.” Meanwhile, their critique 
of prosecutorial overreach has lately found 
the loudest echo among progressive pro-
ponents of criminal-justice reform, includ-
ing some who have marched under Black 
Lives Matter banners. 

The dangers of symbolic religious legis-
lation are “particularly stark in the current 

authority and effectiveness of its pro-
ponents, especially when they are mo-
tivated by religious concerns. 

This tendency has periodically ani-
mated American Christianity since at 
least the era of Prohibition, which Skeel 
condemns in terms that echo the con-
temporaneous criticism of the Protes-
tant intellectual Reinhold Niebuhr. 

“Ideally, laws should be adopted by 
common consent, so that they would re-
quire enforcement only upon that small 
minority of chaotic souls who are inca-
pable of self-discipline,” Niebuhr wrote 
in 1928. “Whatever the State may do to 
secure conformity to its standards, it is 
hardly the business of the Church, osten-
sibly committed to the task of creating 
morally disciplined and dependable char-
acter, to use the ‘secular arm’ for accom-
plishing by violence what it is unable to 
attain by moral suasion.” Characterizing 
Prohibition as an effort by a Protestant 
majority to bring “more recent immigrant 
groups which are loyal to Latin religious 
ideals and traditions under the dominion 
of Puritan ideas by the use of political 
force,” Niebuhr charged that “it is alien 
to the true character of religion.

“And its effect upon the nation is per-
manently schismatic,” Niebuhr empha-
sized. “Such a degree of animosity has 
been created by the policy that a mutual 
exchange of values between the two cul-
tural and religious worlds has become 
difficult, if not impossible.”

It is perhaps no coincidence that Skeel, 
writing in another era of national schism, 
should take up a parallel argument. 

“The spirit of Prohibition lives on,” he 
wrote in True Paradox. “Americans’ con-
fidence in the curative powers of the law 
has not dimmed a whit. Lawmakers con-
tinue to pass laws designed to regulate 
morality, such as the laws making many 
forms of gambling (most recently, Inter-
net gambling) illegal, and other laws 
creating a special category of additional 
punishment for hate crimes.” 

Legislative crusades against vices like 
gambling, in Skeel’s view, succeed most-

shows that even two legal systems work-
ing together and potentially correcting 
one another cannot ensure a just out-
come. The justice paradox lies at the very 
heart of the Christian story.”

Yet it’s hard to read Skeel’s stipulation 
that “Christians believe … that the legal 
codes we create to foster morality will 
always fail” without marveling at just 
how distant it is from the reigning spir-
it of the American religious right. 

He acknowledges as much. “For many 
evangelicals and other theologically con-
servative Christians,” he lamented in one 
law review article, “the legal system is 
the solution of first resort for nearly ev-
ery conceivable issue.”

It bears mention here that theological 
conservatism frequently overlaps with 
the political variety, as in the case of 
Christian sexual ethics. But it can also 
veer in other directions. Skeel is by no 
means the first, for instance, to find the 
Mosaic law “unabashedly paternalistic in 
its concern for the dignity of the poor.” By 
the same token, the religious enthusiasms 
of the political right do not always hold 
water with theological conservatives. The 
fervor for so-called “muscular Christian-
ity”—whose manifestations have ranged 
from early-20th-century missionary ex-
cesses to today’s #GodGunsAndCountry 
crowd—strikes Skeel as being “more 
about American culture and values than 
about Christianity and the Bible.” He calls 
the “prosperity Gospel” of Joel Osteen 
and Paula White (who chaired President 
Donald Trump W’68’s evangelical advi-
sory board) “deeply unbiblical” and “very 
damaging.” Skeel has been a registered 
Republican for some time, but professes 
to have a “lover’s quarrel with both par-
ties.” Leery of state power and impatient 
with culture war, he is “not optimistic 
about there ever being a party that cap-
tures my views in a robust way.”

In his legal scholarship, he has fo-
cused most consistently on the pitfalls 
of moralistic legislation—contending 
that it not only makes for bad secular 
law, but often undermines the moral 
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1965 as paragons—in no small part be-
cause, “unlike many social and moral 
reforms,” they were not criminal laws. 
“They were not designed to put offenders 
in jail or even to impose damages for the 
wrongs committed against blacks in the 
past.” Rather, the former sought to give 
us a more integrated workplace, while 
the latter aimed to give us an integrated 
political community in which Black and 
white citizens can vote side by side. 

“The main reason these laws have been 
so successful,” he concludes, is that they 
“actually help to create relationships in 
our communities.”

Reflecting on the long trajectory of his 
scholarship, he calls that idea “a scattered 
theme in my writing that I’ve come to see 
as more and more central. So if you ask 
me what the objective of a legal system 
ought to be, my short answer would be 
that it should be designed to try to foster 
right relationships within our communi-
ties. What that means in a given context 
is complicated, and it could mean differ-
ent things. But to me it encompasses 
seemingly disparate parts of the law.

“I would argue that it’s a goal of our 
bankruptcy system, as well,” he adds. 
“People who are overwhelmed by debt 
are effectively excluded from the com-
munity. … It crushes everything else. It 
interferes with relationships. It compli-
cates a person’s life in a variety of differ-
ent ways. So a bankruptcy system that 
works effectively helps with your rela-
tionship from a financial perspective.”

Then Skeel zooms back out for the 
wider view. 

“To me, the art of justice is trying to 
balance freedom and equality, which are 
often in tension with one another. And 
to do it in a way that fosters relation-
ships. If someone asked me for my ab-
stract definition of justice, that’s what it 
would be.”

And there he pauses, an unpredictable 
scholar and uncommon evangelist, who 
is so often to be found on the cusp of an 
idea that repays close attention.

“Christianity was introduced to Amer-
ica,” as one caustic formulation goes, 
“and America triumphed.” 

Against that backdrop, reading David 
Skeel is like entering a parallel universe, 
where theological conservatism never 
became estranged from the academy, 
nor so thoroughly entangled with the 
gospel of American materialism.

Skeel’s mission with True Paradox was 
to reclaim “complexity” as a central ele-
ment of his faith. “The assumption that 
Christianity and complexity don’t mix 
seems to be shared not just by religious 
skeptics, but also by many Christians,” 
he wrote. “Yet it actually gets things pre-
cisely backward. Complexity is not an 
embarrassment for Christianity; it is 
Christianity’s natural element.”

The book, he says, is “for people who 
think there’s no reason to take Christian-
ity seriously. It’s to show people of that 
sort—they surround me in my profes-
sional life—that Christianity is much 
more plausible than they think.”

These days, when David Skeel thinks 
about the purpose of the law, he in-
creasingly frames it in terms of creating 
relationships.

“If the dignity that comes from our be-
ing made in the image of God requires 
that we seek one another’s flourishing, as 
Christians believe it does, one positive 
contribution that laws can sometimes 
make is to foster relationships in contexts 
where they otherwise might not occur,” 
he writes. He holds up the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 

political environment,” Skeel warned in 
2008, suggesting that the almost whole-
sale alignment of evangelical Christians 
with a single political party “invites stra-
tegic extremism” that could come back to 
haunt their cause. The irony of abortion 
politics, he observes, is that the side that 
prevails in the legal realm has a way of 
losing in the court of public opinion—a 
hearts-and-minds battle that may matter 
more. In the 1960s, when abortion was a 
crime, public sympathy for the plight of 
women forced to seek black-market pro-
cedures drove a successful movement to 
make it a right. Whereupon the actual rate 
of abortion, which had risen steeply in the 
years leading up to Roe v. Wade, soon be-
gan a long and lasting decline—sustained 
in part, one can argue, by the ability of 
anti-abortion advocates to redirect public 
attention from the horrors of back-alley 
abortions (which all but disappeared) to-
ward sympathy for embryos and fetuses. 
“When the relevant legal territory is mor-
ally contested, the law’s weaponry tends 
to wound those who wield it,” Skeel and 
Stuntz wrote. “Legal victory produces cul-
tural and political defeat.”

The tenor of much contemporary re-
ligious discourse in the United States, 
where moralism often manifests as self-
righteousness and the spirit of self-actu-
alizing individualism suffers no shortage 
of champions in church pews, leaves a lot 
to be desired. Popular concepts like pros-
perity theology and muscular Christian-
ity can seem hard to square with the 
Lamb of God’s thoroughgoing concern 
with the poor. Meanwhile, anti-intellec-
tualism is worn as a badge of honor in too 
many evangelical pulpits—where cul-
tural “victories” are apt to be measured 
by how easily bakers and florists can deny 
services to people they condemn as sin-
ners. The consequences of all this can be 
seen both in the antipathy with which 
many secularly oriented Americans re-
gard evangelicals, and in the shrinking 
numbers of evangelicals themselves over 
the past 15 years. 

“Moralist 
criminal law 
turns out not to 
be particularly 
moral.”
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“The row house,” proclaimed archi-
tect Alfred Bendiner Ar1922 
GAr’27, “is the backbone of Phila-

delphia city living. There are so many 
examples of rowhouse architecture that 
even the archaeologists can’t make up 
their minds which is the best.”

Neither can David S. Traub GAr’65. 
The longtime local architect, who works 
out of a restored Victorian carriage 
house in Philadelphia’s Fairmount 
neighborhood, is an afi cionado of the 
city’s housing stock. And Philly’s rough-
ly 400,000 rowhouses—more than any 
other city but London, he notes—hold a 
special aff ection. It shows in City of 

Architecture

Homes (Camino Books, 2021), his third 
photo-rich book about Philadelphia’s 
urban fabric. From the fi rst page, which 
depicts a classically ornamented red-
brick block of Fairmount’s Woodstock 
Street, to the last (a 2017 “New Vernacu-
lar” development in South Philly’s New-
bold section featuring “no masonry 
materials of any type”), Traub lavishes 
plenty of love on Philadelphia’s iconic 
form of single-family living.

Fraternal Twins
West Philadelphia’s unmatched pairs.

These 1895 Queen Anne–style twins on Cedar 

Avenue are not symmetrical on their own, but 

grouped in pairs they form mirror-image 

compositions accentuated by end-positioned 

turrets capped by unusual bell-shaped roofs.

The block-long enclave of Woodland Terrace, 

designed in 1861 by Samuel Sloan, looks at fi rst 

glance like fi ve single-family mansions—but they 

are in fact twins whose asymmetrical facades give 

the illusion of grander quarters.
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It is also an impressively adaptable 
form. Rowhouses account for some 70 
percent of Philadelphia dwellings, but 
they range from the tony townhomes 
near Rittenhouse Square to the ultra-
compact “baby doll houses” built in the 
city’s far northeast after World War II. 
The sheer variety—Tudor detailing here, 
Spanish villa styling there—is a main 
charm of City of Homes. 

Penn alumni with fond (or not) mem-
ories of West Philadelphia’s housing 
stock may be drawn to a subspecies that 
either is or isn’t a rowhouse at all, de-
pending on one’s classifi cation criteria. 
We are speaking here of the twin: two 
homes that share a party wall. These 
paired domiciles are perhaps less than 
the three required to constitute a true 
row, but they often appear west of the 
Schuylkill in block-long groupings that 
share a single architectural identity. 
These houses are often symmetrical, 
but not always—as in these three ex-
amples Traub includes in a chapter 
devoted to twins.—TP

In Lee he found a man who lacked the 
vision to reckon with his era’s central 
moral issue—slavery. “It’s not that Lee is 
ignoble. It’s not that he is some kind of 
grotesque monster. That’s one of the 
complexities of dealing with the man. 
When you deal with Lincoln, you’re deal-
ing with someone who is very complex 
in the sense that he has his hands in 
many of the currents of ideas in his time, 
and he’s working very hard to reconcile 
them,” says Guelzo. “Lee is a complicated 
rather than a complex person, because 
he sees those same currents but does 
nothing to reconcile them. He makes no 
eff ort to sort them out and come to some 
kind of coherent conclusion.”

P rinceton history professor Allen 
Guelzo G’79 Gr’86 asks his readers 
to do something diffi  cult. In the fi rst 

sentence of his 2021 biography Robert 
E. Lee: A Life, he calls out the Confeder-
ate commander as a traitor. For many 
readers, that’s likely easy to swallow; the 
US Army colonel violated his duty to the 
Constitution and took up arms against 
his country. But later, after weaving a 
portrait of this “very complicated char-
acter” who was noted for his “marble 
dignity,” Guelzo asks his audience to 
have compassion for the man who opted 
for rebellion over duty.

One of the nation’s leading Civil War 
scholars, Guelzo is the author of 11 books 
on the confl ict, Lincoln, and Reconstruc-
tion, notably the award-winning Abra-
ham Lincoln: Redeemer President and 
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation: 
The End of Slavery in America. 

He looks back on his years at Penn as 
“a glorious time, one that I treasure.” 
Guelzo wrote his dissertation on colo-
nial-era theologian Jonathan Edwards. 
When he graduated he thought that his 
interest in 18th-century moral philoso-
phy would guide his career. Almost by 
chance he wrote a well-received paper 
on Lincoln, which begat an off er to write 
a book on the 16th president. 

“I got my hand in the Lincoln cookie 
jar, and I have nothing to complain 
about on that score,” says Guelzo, who 
after many years felt compelled to take 
“a very deep plunge” into the Civil War 
from the Southern point of view. 

History

Robert E. Lee: A Life

By Allen C. Guelzo

Penguin, $35

Marble Dignity, 
Hollow Soul
Allen Guelzo’s biography of Robert E. Lee 
depicts the Confederate general as a 
“complicated rather than complex person.”

These Georgian Revival–style twins on Hazel Street 

were born identical, but the enclosure of one of the 

south-facing porches by a multipaned glass wall 

transformed the composition. 

Arts
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all they possess, lies in Virginia,” Lee 
told his mentor General Scott in a frosty 
exchange. “They will be ruined if they 
do not go with their State. I cannot raise 
my hand against my children.” 

“All of this,” writes Guelzo, “was done 
for the sake of a political regime whose 
acknowledged purpose was the preser-
vation of a system of chattel slavery that 
he knew to be evil.”

Lee had inherited 42 slaves in 1857 
when he became executor of his father-
in-law’s Arlington property. Though the 
will bound him under its terms to free 
them, he kept them to help stabilize the 
estate’s fi nances, only liberating them 
in 1863. 

Throughout his life, Lee seems to have 
never thought deeply about the South’s 
“peculiar institution.” In the 1850s he 
wrote to his wife that slavery—“a moral 
and political evil”—is “known & or-
dered…by a wise & merciful Providence.” 
Lee went on to tell her slavery does more 
harm to whites than Blacks and that 
their “painful discipline” will “prepare 
& lead them to better things.” 

“It is one of those perfectly preposter-
ous statements that suggests someone 
who is looking at Black people but not 
really seeing them,” says Guelzo. “On the 
other hand, take the thread of that and 
pull on it, and you learn something very 
interesting: slavery poisons every rela-
tionship—not just the relationship of 
Black and white; it also poisons the re-
lationship of Black and Black and the 
relationship of white and white.”

As Guelzo sees it, slave ownership was 
“a Midas touch in reverse” that corroded 
Lee’s soul. When three of his slaves es-
caped—two men and a woman—and 
were returned, Lee ordered severe pun-
ishment. An overseer refused to whip 
them, but Lee told the constable who 
delivered them to “lay it on well.” Lee 
himself, according to a newspaper ac-
count, may have stripped the woman 
and given her 39 lashes. 

That kind of brutality “was peculiar,” 
Guelzo believes. “It’s uncharacteristic of 

Lee at the time wrote to an in-law that 
“a fearful calamity is upon us.” It dumb-
founded him that “our people,” his fel-
low Southerners, “will destroy a govern-
ment inaugurated by the blood & wis-
dom of our patriot fathers, that has 
given us peace & prosperity at home, 
power & security abroad & under which 
we have acquired a colossal strength 
unequalled in the history of mankind.” 

Even when Lee then journeyed to 
Richmond, no martial fi re burned in his 
heart. He wrote to a son that he thought 
assuming command of Virginia’s troops 
“might lead to a peaceful settlement of 
our diffi  culties” and that he might play 
the heroic role of “mediator, rather as 
an umpire & settle the question.” 

Ultimately, according to Guelzo, Lee 
chose to lead the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia, the Confederacy’s key fi ghting 
force, not to defend slavery or because 
he lusted to fi ght but to save his 1,100-
acre Arlington hilltop estate across the 
Potomac from Washington, DC. He 
feared the Confederates would confi s-
cate it if he declined to defect. (In the 
end, the federal government not only 
seized the property but—to add eternal 
indignity to Lee’s memory—established 
Arlington National Cemetery at the site.) 
“The property belonging to my children, 

While Lee’s noble demeanor and digni-
fi ed surrender led generations of South-
erners to imagine him as possessing 
marble integrity to the core, Guelzo in-
stead fi nds a hollow man. His father, 
Revolutionary War hero Henry “Light-
Horse Harry” Lee III, abandoned his 
family when Robert was six. The result-
ing trauma led him to become devoted 
to his mother and to adopt a spotless 
persona. He earned no demerits at West 
Point, graduating second in his class in 
1829. (Compare that to the fl amboyant 
and ferocious George Custer, who years 
later hauled in a record 726 demerits 
and barely got his degree.) 

Lee chose to be a military engineer and 
for 25 years worked on coastal engineer-
ing projects. This path suited Lee, accord-
ing to Guelzo, because it off ered fi nancial 
security, rather than glory on blazing 
battlefi elds. At the Battle of Fredericks-
burg in 1862 he was famously quoted 
saying, “It is well that this is so terrible 
[lest] we should grow too fond of it.” 

After the Civil War, during the last fi ve 
years of his life when he was president 
of Washington College in Lexington, Vir-
ginia (now Washington and Lee Univer-
sity), Lee made an off hand comment that 
revealed an inner torment that haunted 
him all his life. “He said the great mis-
take of his life was taking a military edu-
cation,” Guelzo reports. “Now that is 
simply a bombshell of a statement com-
ing from Robert E. Lee. That sense of 
regret that pervades him, that sense of 
loss, of absence, of never quite fi nding 
what it was he was trying to fi nd—it just 
runs through so much of the man.”

The most visible sign of this confused 
sense of purpose came in April 1861. 
Shortly after the attack on Fort Sumter, 
Lincoln’s senior adviser Francis Preston 
Blair off ered Lee command of the US 
Army. The meeting lasted hours. Lee 
showed supreme hesitation, and Guelzo 
untangles seven contemporaneous rec-
ollections of the event. In Lee’s defense, 
at the time no one knew if a long confl ict 
would ensue. 

“One comes
away from
Robert E. Lee
with a sense 
of very deep
sorrow and
regret about
the man.”
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the man from what we otherwise know. 
It suggests there’s somehow a layer there 
that he worked over his life to conceal.”

Guelzo does credit Lee with being a 
keen military strategist. He invaded the 
North twice and tried to do so a third 
time, moves that held “the possibility of 
ending the war and achieving the inde-
pendence of this people by one short 
and brilliant stroke of genius, endur-
ance, and courage,” Lee later wrote. He 
knew that if he could break the Union’s 
will to fi ght by turning voters against 
Lincoln, the South might win a negoti-
ated settlement. 

Today Guelzo is working on a book 
about Lincoln and democracy. “It’s like 
I took a long journey in a deserted land, 
but now I’m fi nally back home, and I’m 
where I’m most comfortable,” he says. 
As for the hollow subject of his past 
scrutiny, Guelzo says “one comes away 
from Robert E. Lee with a sense of very 
deep sorrow and regret about the man.” 

The recent racial protests and violence 
that has swept the US and the cruel di-
vides of modern politics trouble Guelzo 
much in the way that slavery appalls him. 
“Behaving mercilessly sometimes seems 
like it comes natural to human beings, 
either because we’re easily tempted to 
anger and defensiveness, or we’re tempt-
ed to various varieties of self-righteous-
ness, and we see in others’ eyes the mote 
and miss the beam in our own,” he says.

“I suppose I’m asking with regard 
about Lee not only for a sense of com-
passion in trying to understand the man 
but also some compassion in trying to 
understand ourselves.” But Guelzo is 
quick to append an addendum: “Com-
passion is not the same thing as condon-
ing. Compassion is not the same thing 
as forgiveness. 

“But at the same time,” Guelzo adds, 
“There can be no true will, no real judg-
ment without that measure of compas-
sion, because otherwise it tempts us to 
become monsters, and that is something 
I think we fail to see time and time again.” 

—George Spencer

Arts

In A Molecule Away from Madness: 
Tales of the Hijacked Brain (W. W. 
Norton & Company), Sara Manning 

Peskin Gr’13 M’15 GM’19, an assistant 
professor of clinical neurology at Penn, 
unveils a series of medical mysteries. 
Writing at the intersection of medicine, 
public health, and molecular biology, she 
describes how missing, mutated, mal-
formed, or toxic molecules can result in 
a panoply of neurological illnesses.

She begins with DNA mutations as-
sociated with Huntington’s disease, fron-
totemporal dementia, and early-onset 
Alzheimer’s—frightening degenerative 
diseases for which we still have no cure, 
though some treatments are in the pipe-
line. Then she discusses “rebel” proteins, 
whose malfunctioning can cause a range 
of ailments—often hard to diagnose but 
possible to cure. She ends with small 
molecules: both vitamins like thiamine 
and niacin that we need for health, and 
toxins like mercury that can destroy it. 

Her debut book combines medical 
history and contemporary case studies: 
the Colombian clan plagued for two 
centuries by early-onset Alzheimer’s 
disease, the woman who hallucinates 
that she is in the TV show The Walking 
Dead, Abraham Lincoln’s spasms of 
temper that were possibly caused by 
mercury poisoning.  

“These are tales of havoc—wild per-
sonality changes, memory loss, death, 
and afflictions in between—that illus-
trate what any neurologist knows, and 
what the people in these accounts have 
come to understand intimately: we are 
each just a molecule away from mad-
ness,” Peskin writes. 

She recently spoke about her book 
with frequent Gazette contributor Julia 
M. Klein.

Medicine

Tales of Havoc
Sara Manning Peskin takes readers on a 
harrowing journey through the “hijacked brain.”

A Molecule Away From Madness: 

Tales of the Hijacked Brain

By Sara Manning Peskin

W. W. Norton, $25.95

Why neurology? 

I was interested in diseases that changed 
people’s personalities and identities. Dis-
eases of the body can change the way that 
people think or act, but it’s really only dis-
eases of the brain that can fundamentally 
change someone’s identity.

How difficult was it to secure cooperation 

from the patients whose stories you told?

Most of the things I chose were rela-
tively rare diseases, and people like telling 
their stories because it’s really lonely hav-
ing these diseases. A lot of them had dis-
eases that were undiagnosed for a long 
time, and there’s a feeling of wanting to 
publicize what happened so that other 
people in the future don’t suffer as long. 
It can be therapeutic for patients to tell 
their stories, and they don’t really get a 
chance to do that. 

What was the thinking behind your title? 

So much of cognitive neurology is try-
ing to distill the macro to the micro. A 
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patient comes in and they describe 
what’s going on in the real world. And 
our job is to distill that into what we 
think is going on in a molecular level in 
their brain. I wanted to capture that pro-
cess, the trajectory of going from patient 
story to molecular diagnosis. 

You suggest that we’re on a frontier 

when it comes to treating neurological 

diseases—that oncology is ahead, and 

maybe neurology will catch up.

They’re ahead of us in terms of figuring 
out what molecules are causing their dis-
eases, but we’re getting there. Once they 
figured out some of the molecules that 
mark tumors, then they have treatments 
that target those molecules. And that’s 
what we’re trying in neurology. About 20 
percent of people with frontotemporal 
dementia will have a genetic mutation 
causing it. And, for some of those muta-
tions, we have [drug] trials.

In researching the book, what did you 

learn that was new or surprising to you? 

I didn’t really know any of the medical 
history. When [Alois] Alzheimer first pre-
sented his description of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, there was complete silence in the 
audience. Nobody cared at all. Later in the 
day, someone made a presentation about 
masturbation, and everyone was so excited 
to talk about it. Here Alzheimer had just 
defined this disease that’s going to change 
the world, but no one reacted at all. I just 
loved learning these stories.

The book has a hopeful tone.

That was very purposeful because earlier 
drafts did not. People felt it was too de-
pressing. I actually feel that the field is in a 
hopeful place. We’re in this incredible time 
where we have tools that we never had be-
fore, and we can diagnose things that we 
could never diagnose before. A lot of the 
diseases I wrote about are now curable. 

You call yourself a dementia doctor, 

and those diseases are the most intrac-

table ones. 

I’m part-time in the Penn Memory Cen-
ter and then I’m part-time in the Penn 
Frontotemporal Degeneration Center. I 
also do some [work at] the Penn Neuro 
COVID Clinic, started this year, seeing 
folks who had COVID before and are notic-
ing symptoms. So much of what we strug-
gle with is the lack of tools to care for 
people, and the biggest thing we treat is 
really isolation. COVID has just been awful. 

What impacts have you seen? 

There have been some good things and 
some bad things. We certainly never did 
telemedicine before, [which] can be in-
credibly useful. On the other side, when 
we see new patients with prominent 
movement symptoms, telemedicine can 
be really frustrating because you some-
times can’t figure out what’s going on. 

In terms of the social impact, it’s been 
tough. The way that we make life better 
for people who have cognitive symptoms 
is to keep them engaged and interactive, 
and that’s been so difficult with COVID. 
For partners and caregivers, it’s been 
particularly painful because being mar-
ried to someone who has cognitive is-
sues can be extraordinarily isolating. 
And then we’ve just taken away their 
face-to-face interactions.

What should happen? 

If I could choose one thing that I wanted 
to do, I would have a lot more adult day 
centers. And then the other thing I would 
choose is better mental health support for 
caregivers, and for people with dementia.

What are some of the takeaways you’d 

like readers to draw from the book? 

I would like people to feel an awe for the 
brain and an awe for how we function in 
everyday life with all of these molecular 
pathways that we have. We don’t even 
think about it, and then when one of them 
gets broken, it can have these dramatic 
effects. I wanted to impart a sense of awe 
for how we’re all living on the edge, and 
we don’t realize it. 

Briefl y Noted
THE APPROACHING 

STORM: Roosevelt, 

Wilson, Addams, 

and Their Clash Over 

America’s Future by Neil 

Lanctot C’87 (Riverhead 

Books, 2021, $30.00.) 

This history examines 

how three extraordinary leaders—Theodore 

Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, and Jane 

Addams—debated, quarreled, and split over 

America’s response to World War I.

RUSE: Lying the 

American Dream from 

Hollywood to Wall Street 

by Robert M. Kerbeck 

C’85 (Steerforth Press, 

2022, $16.00.) Kerbeck’s 

memoir recalls his years 

as a corporate spy, lying 

on the phone, charming people into reveal-

ing their employers’ most valuable informa-

tion. This fast-paced story spins through 

the lies he told, the cons he ran, and the 

money he made (and lost) along the way.

OUR LITTLE WORLD 

by Karen Winn Nu’00 

(Dutton, 2022, $26.00.) 

Set in the 1980s in a 

small New Jersey town, 

this lyrical coming-of-age 

story centers on two sis-

ters whose relationship 

becomes forever altered in the aftermath of 

a neighborhood girl’s disappearance.

MUTINOUS WOMEN: 

How French Convicts 

Became Founding 

Mothers of the Gulf 

Coast by Joan DeJean, 

faculty (Basic Books, 

2022, $32.00.) Falsely 

accused of sex crimes 

in 18th-century France, more than 100 

Frenchwomen were exiled to colonial 

Louisiana aboard the ship La Mutine. Only 

62 survived, but they established lives that 

would have been impossible in France, mak-

ing advantageous marriages and accumulat-

ing property—exemplifying the New World’s 

possibilities and the diversity of the people 

who pursued them.

Visit thepenngazette.com for more Briefl y Noted.
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Rachel Drori C’04

R achel Drori C’04 was be-
yond stressed. 

As a 20-something liv-
ing in New York and 

working for a leading ecom-
merce company, she was 
“running between meetings 
without a second to eat or go 
to the bathroom.” It didn’t 
help that she was also plan-
ning her own wedding at the 
time. “I was burning the can-
dle at both ends,” Drori says.

She hit a low when her 
body broke out in hives, 
something doctors believed 
was linked to a poor diet. “I 
realized I was eating trail 
mix and stale birthday cake 
between meetings, and it 
was taking its toll,” she says. 

Knowing she needed to eat 
healthier, she hatched an idea. 
Meal kit delivery services like 
Blue Apron and Home Chef 
had been around for a few 
years—but what if she created 
one that delivered nutrient-
packed meals like smoothies, 
soups, and vegetable bowls 
that customers could put in 
their freezer and pull out 
when they needed to eat? 

And that’s how Daily Har-
vest, a plant-based meal de-
livery service, was born. 

Launched in 2016, Daily 
Harvest earned more than 
$250 million in revenue fi ve 
years later, while raising $77 
million from big-name inves-
tors including Serena Wil-
liams and Gwyneth Paltrow, 
and reaching a valuation of 
$1.1 billion. It now has more 
than 325 employees, most of 
whom work out of its New 
York headquarters.

Drori had always been in-
terested in nutrition. Grow-
ing up in Long Island, New 

York, she was a competitive 
lightweight rower and 
learned about “fueling your 
body and optimizing your 
performance.” At Penn, she 
became involved in the Ur-
ban Nutrition Initiative, a 
Netter Center program that 
works to improve food access 
in West Philadelphia. There 
she taught fi rst graders how 
to garden and helped run a 
food stand where kids or 
their parents could trade in 
cookies and chips for oranges 
and avocados.

Those experiences taught 
her the crucial link between 
nutrition and access. And 
after initially working in 
marketing out of college at 
the Four Seasons, American 
Express, and the Gilt 
Groupe, in between a stint 
at Columbia Business 
School, she returned to 
those lessons a decade later.

When Drori fi rst came up 
with the idea for Daily Har-
vest, she “literally bought fro-
zen ingredients from Trader 
Joe’s and packaged it up at a 
commercial kitchen in Long 
Island City,” she says. “I 
bagged everything into this 
really ugly packaging and de-
livered it in my car”—mostly 
to friends and family mem-
bers. Within eight weeks, she 
achieved her initial goal: to 
have fi ve times more sub-
scribers who were strangers 
than people she knew. “It was 
very, very fast, and I think it’s 
because I was solving a real 
problem,” she says. 

Daily Harvest’s mission is to 
make it more convenient for 
people to eat at least one 
more daily dose of fruits and 
vegetables, and it works with 

450 farmers around the globe 
to make sure it can include a 
diversity of plants in its off er-
ings. “Our supply chain is re-
ally robust,” Drori says. “It 
gives us tons of ability to cre-
ate diff erentiated food for in-
dividuals and to be able to re-
spond to customers’ needs in 
real time.” The team works 
with farmers directly to fi nd 
unusual and interesting crops 
that will be good for their soil 
(soil needs crop diversity or it 
will get depleted) and satisfy-
ing to customers. For exam-
ple, when a farmer in Mon-
tana expressed a need to 
plant a new cash crop, the 
company combed through its 
data and learned customers 
wanted more protein. The 
farmer is now growing black 
butte chickpeas, a rare and 
protein-rich type of chickpea 
traditionally found in India. 

The vast majority of the 
farms Daily Harvest works 
with are already organic, and 
the company is working with 
the others to help them tran-
sition within the next three 
years. “We partner with 
farmers on their journey to 

becoming organic and let 
them know that we will buy 
their crops,” Drori says. 

Drori also knows that if her 
mission is to get everyone to 
eat more fruits and vegeta-
bles, she has to expand be-
yond frozen meals. Even 
though frozen food can be 
more nutritious than fresh 
food that lingers too long on 
the shelf, there are still some 
people who won’t buy it be-
cause of a certain stigma. 
“You have years of microwave 
dinners etched into people’s 
minds,” Drori says.

In April the company start-
ed selling more grocery-like 
items for people who want to 
add something healthy to 
food they already make. One 
is a plant-based crumble that 
you could add to a salad or a 
pasta. Another is almond 
milk that you can actually 
make at home. “A carton of al-
mond milk is like 10 almonds 
and a gallon of water. Food 
companies add a lot of junk-
like fi llers and stabilizers so it 
can sit on a store shelf for 
weeks,” Drori says. “Ours is 
undiluted almonds and oats 
that you add your own water 
to make almond milk. There 
is nothing else added to it.” 

In February Daily Harvest 
also debuted its fi rst brick-
and-mortar tasting room in 
Chicago, where customers can 
sample items and buy meals 
to eat there or take home. 

“Sixty fi ve percent of people 
don’t buy food online, even 
after the pandemic,” Drori 
says. “If our goal is to get ev-
eryone to eat more fruits and 
vegetables, we decided we 
had to create a place like this.” 

—Alyson Krueger C’07

“We partner 
with farmers 
on their journey 
to becoming 
organic and 
let them know 
that we will buy 
their crops.”
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to happen.’ I train people to 
be open to that idea.”

With the Guardians, Shaw 
expects to visit the organiza-
tion’s six minor-league teams 

over the course of the season 
and spend many of the 
Guardians’ homestands in 
Cleveland. Shaw, who lives 
in Denver, is also available 
on call when needed.

Working her fi rst spring 
training with the team in 
February, she found many 
players receptive to her skills. 
“Oftentimes, players come to 
me to work on performance 
enhancement,” she says. 
“They know they’re capable 
of doing more, but they can’t 
fi gure out why [that isn’t 
happening]. So I have to play 
detective and investigate 
their behavior patterns to 
fi nd where the problem lies.”

It could be something as 
simple as learning strategies 
for sleeping better, or as 
complex as working through 
deep-seated issues involving 
past trauma. Getting to the 
heart of any issue begins by 
having athletes talk about 
themselves, which enables 
Shaw to identify stressors in 
their off -fi eld lives.

During spring training, 
several players wanted to 
talk about their perfor-
mance, including a pitcher 
who was recovering from 
“signifi cant injuries,” she 
says. “His coaches said he 
was experiencing the ‘yips’—
command issues in his deliv-
ery. After talking for a bit, he 
revealed his biggest fear was: 
what if he never recovers?”

Shaw talked with him 
about his surgery, subse-
quent rehab, and current re-
covery. Then the player re-
vealed the cause of his anxi-
ety. “He told me he really 
wanted to contribute to the 
team, but was afraid that if 

Photo by Molly Isabelle courtesy Lyndsay Shaw

with the United States Olym-
pic Committee (USOC), where 
she worked primarily with the 
rock climbing, archery, shoot-
ing, and BMX teams on every-
thing from performance issues 
to dealing with the media. 

A sports psychophysiologist 
works to harmonize the mind 
and body to enhance athletic 
performance and prevent in-
juries. “Athletes want to know 
what’s going on in their 
brains,” she says. “My mantra 
is: ‘Your emotions are going 

Almost immediately after 
becoming director of 
sport psychology for the 

Cleveland Guardians (recently 
renamed from the Cleveland 
Indians), Lindsay Shaw C’05 
had to deal with a death in 
the organization, which 
spans the gamut from low-
level minor leaguers to Major 
League Baseball front offi  ce 
staff . On December 16, Andres 
Melendez, a 20-year-old 
catching prospect, died sud-
denly of natural causes 
brought on by multiple organ 
failure. Melendez had just 
completed a season playing 
for the Class A Lynchburg 
Hellcats, a Guardians’ minor 
league team. 

“It was such an unexpected 
loss for everyone, especially 
those who had played along-
side him,” Shaw says. “I held 
group and one-on-one Zoom 
sessions about the grieving 
process and let everyone 
know it’s OK to cry.”

Even front-offi  ce staff  
members who weren’t famil-
iar with Melendez were af-
fected by the loss, Shaw says. 
“It’s normal for people to 
suddenly confront their own 
mortality and think, ‘My 
gosh, what if it was me?’”

The Guardians weathered 
the emotional storm with the 
help of Shaw, who came to the 
organization after nine years 
as a sports psychophysiologist 

Alumni  Lindsay Shaw C’05

Guardian of the Guardians
From Olympians to pro baseball players, 
this mental health specialist trains athletes 
to “know what’s going on in their brains.”

“In athletics, as 
in life, anxiety is 
basically worrying 
about the future. 
It’s always best to 
stay in the moment.”
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grocery store, Lacroix fi rst 
dabbled in video editing, be-
fore tinkering with design pro-
grams, indulging an interest in 
drawing he’d had since child-
hood but had never cultivated. 
When the summer of 2020 ex-
ploded into roiling racial un-
rest over the murder of George 
Floyd, Lacroix saw an outlet to 
express his emotions. 

What resulted is a symbol for 
social justice to complement 
his soccer path. During Black 
History Month in February, 

Duke Lacroix C’15 was one 
game into his sixth sea-
son as a professional soc-

cer player when play was 
halted in March 2020 at the 
onset of the pandemic. In his 
fi rst year with the Charlotte 
Independence of the United 
Soccer League (USL) Cham-
pionship, the second tier of 
American soccer, Lacroix 
was new in town and needed 
something to do.

In between occasional work-
outs at a park and trips to the 

Dreaming in Color
This pro soccer player’s interests 
extend well beyond the fi eld.

Duke Lacroix C’15

Photo courtesy Sacramento Republic FC

he didn’t perform well, his 
teammates would think he 
was unreliable,” Shaw says. 
“That got him all wound up, 
which contributed to his los-
ing control of his pitches. I 
told him: ‘Let’s focus on the 
things you need to do to have 
command of your delivery 
and also acknowledge that 
all pitchers experience infre-
quent loss of control.’”

Her advice: Be in the mo-
ment. Concentrate on one 
pitch at a time. She also took 
the player, who she declined 
to name, through visualiza-
tions with the goal of feeling 
comfortable on the pitching 
mound. He eventually re-
gained the ability to control 
his pitches, which lessened 
his anxiety on the mound. 

“In athletics, as in life, anxi-
ety is basically worrying 
about the future. It’s always 
best to stay in the moment,” 
notes Shaw, whose sessions 
often involve looking at fi lm 
with players and training 
them about the importance 
of their breathing.

“We use breathing tech-
niques as a way to manage 
the activation in the nervous 
system—specifi cally as a way 
to dial it down,” she explains. 
“It could be used before a guy 
gets into the batter’s box if he 
notices he’s more amped 
than he wants to be, or after 
a game when a guy has trou-
ble shifting into recovery 
mode. It could also be used 
in the middle of the night if 
he wakes up and can’t fall 
back asleep.”

Lonnie Soloff , senior vice 
president of medical services 
for the Guardians, says Shaw 
“brings a unique skill set of 

sports psychology and men-
tal health awareness coun-
seling to the team. The play-
ers fi nd her very easy to talk 
to. And her background ex-
perience with USOC ath-
letes made her a highly de-
sirable candidate for us.”

An injury as a freshman on 
Penn’s gymnastics team end-
ed Shaw’s athletic career but 
deepened her interest in 
sports psychology. “Fear can 
be a big part of your life,” she 
says. “From an early age, I 
read a lot of books on how 
we can manage our fears.”

After graduating with a de-
gree in philosophy, politics, 
and economics, she spent a 
year in Germany, where she 
coached sports at an interna-
tional school in Munich. She 
returned to the US and 
earned two degrees in coun-
seling psychology with a 
sports psychology specializa-
tion from Boston University. 
After working in private 
practice, she joined the 
USOC in 2013. 

“So many athletes are 
speaking out now about men-
tal health issues,” she says, 
pointing to tennis star Naomi 
Osaka and gymnast Simone 
Biles, both of whom have 
been especially prominent in 
disclosing their struggles. 

“Unfortunately, many ath-
letes don’t get explicit in-
structions on how to work 
with themselves and their 
nervous feelings. My job is to 
help them work with their 
self and be successful. It’s a 
privilege to sit with a player 
and get into his mind and 
show him how to deal with 
explicit stressors.” 

—Benjamin Gleisser
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ing digital prints whose pro-
ceeds will benefi t community 
soccer charities. 

While creating the “Dream 
in Color” scarf, Lacroix re-
fl ected on something his fa-
ther told him often as a kid. 
Patrick, one of eight kids, 
emigrated from Haiti to the 
United States during middle 
school. In addition to being 
Duke’s fi rst coach, he provid-
ed his early exposure to the 
sport: before Lacroix started 
club soccer as a 10-year-old, 
he cut his teeth against cous-
ins and friends in the North 
Jersey Haitian diaspora who 
would turn family gatherings 
into soccer sessions. “My fi rst 
soccer experiences were just 
playing with my dad and 
brother,” Duke says. “My 
brother was a little older, and 
he got into organized soccer 
a little earlier than me. So my 
fi rst memories of soccer were 
playing at my grandma’s 
house.”

Patrick always urged Duke 
to approach the game of soc-
cer with creativity—which 
Duke has taken to heart, on 
and off  the fi eld. 

 “My dad always said when I 
was younger that the fi eld is 
a canvas and you go out there 
and create and paint and do 
something special,” Lacroix 
says. “It’s kind of cool to 
work within the framework 
of the rules of the game to 
make something beautiful. 
And it’s the same thing with 
art: you build your own 
framework and you want to 
make something of it and 
you put a personal touch to 
whatever you put on the fi eld 
or on the page.” 

—Matthew De George

roix an instant leader for the 
Quakers. The two-year cap-
tain went undrafted by Ma-
jor League Soccer in 2014, 
but he caught on in the lower 
levels. He’s in his second sea-
son with Sacramento Repub-
lic FC, following stints with 
teams in Indianapolis; Or-
ange County, California; 
Reno, Nevada; and Charlotte. 
He overcame a knee recon-
struction in 2017 with Or-
ange County, and at 28, he’s 
playing as well as he ever 
has. He’s translated his off en-
sive gifts into a career as a 
technical and capable de-
fender who can still deliver a 
scoring punch, as he did with 
his game-winner on March 
27 against FC Tulsa and his 
two-goal eff ort in a US Open 
Cup victory on April 7. 

And at every stop on his pro 
soccer journey, he’s been active 
in the community, fostering 
grassroots support from fans 
and hosting soccer clinics for 
kids. He learned from Char-
lotte’s contingent of advocates, 
including several founders of 
the USL Black Players Alli-
ance, and has become a valued 
member to a Sacramento club 
with a reputation throughout 
American soccer for its eff orts 
at inclusive community en-
gagement. To that end, Lacroix 
is planning to start an online 
store for his design work, sell-

Lacroix designed a “Dream in 
Color” scarf, a limited-edition 
collaboration between the 
USL and its Black Players Alli-
ance. Selling for $30, proceeds 
from the scarf, which quickly 
sold out, went to charitable 
initiatives in the Charlotte and 
Sacramento areas. 

“It was always something I 
was interested in, but never 
took the time to formally de-
velop,” Lacroix says. “And 
with the extra time I had 
during the pandemic, and a 
lot of these issues that aff ect-
ed me, I wanted an expres-
sive way to get it out.” 

The words “Dream in Color” 
are emblazoned on a black 
background in a Pan-African 
color scheme of red, green, 
and yellow. The reverse side 
features motifs common to 
the Black empowerment 
movement, including a Black 
face in silhouette, a deep-
rooted tree, and a raised fi st. 
The slogans “Inspire the Fu-
ture” and “Honor the Past” 
fi ll near the fringed ends. 

Lacroix teamed with one of 
the league’s graphic artists, 
T.J. Grier, on the project. The 
two aligned quickly on what 
they wanted to convey. Lac-
roix drew upon his parents’ 
Haitian heritage and Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech to encapsu-
late what he calls “the multi-
tude and fl uidity of life,” 
something that he hopes res-
onates with people of all ra-
cial identities. 

“Working with Duke was 
amazing,” Grier says. “There’s 
only so many opportunities 
you get to work as an artist di-
rectly with an athlete, so this 
was an incredible opportunity. 

Coming up with the idea, it 
was really fl uid. It seemed like 
we were on the same page 
right out of the gate.”

Lacroix never thought of 
himself as particularly artis-
tic. He started at Penn as an 
engineering student before 
switching to sociology, ini-
tially a better fi t with the ath-
letic demands in his schedule 
but a subject that he “fell in 
love with.” He started playing 
guitar as a hobby in college, 
to unwind during an All-Ivy 
career on the pitch that 
included the fi fth most 
points in program history. 
He was named the 2013 Ivy 
League Off ensive Player of 
the Year, helping the Quakers 
win their fi rst outright 
league title since 1972. 

Soccer has always been just 
one aspect of Lacroix’s iden-
tity, something that Rudy 
Fuller recognized during the 
recruiting process. The for-
mer men’s soccer coach, now 
Penn’s senior associate ath-
letic director for intercolle-
giate programs, understood 
that Lacroix could play for 
just about any program in 
the country. But he chose the 
education and opportunity 
that Penn off ered.

“Duke has always been an 
incredible representative and 
steward of our program,” 
Fuller says. “I take a great 
deal of pride in watching him 
grow and develop not only as 
a player at the professional 
level but as a leader of men, 
and what he stands for and 
his values. He’s a very special 
young man.”

Much of that comes from 
what Fuller calls a quiet self-
confi dence that made Lac-

Lacroix is planning to 
start an online store 
for his design work, 
selling digital prints 
whose proceeds will 
benefit community 
soccer charities.

Alumni
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Celebrate Your Reunion, May 12–15, 2023!

1953
Nick Lyons W’53 writes, “I recently edited 

a book of selections from my late wife Mari 

Lyons’s essays, journals, and talks, with more 

than 75 photographs of her paintings. It’s 

called A Painter’s Life and includes an essay 

on Mari by Jed Perl. It will be published by 

Skyhorse Publishing in November. I turned 90 

in June and still write every day, following 

Delacroix’s motto, ‘Never a day without a 

stroke.’” Nick’s latest Alumni Voices essay, 

“Nearing Ninety,” appears in this issue.

1959
Samantha Grier CW’59 writes, “Delight-

ed to announce that my spiritual self-help 

book has published under a pen name (not 

Penn name)—Shulamit Sofi a—to rave re-

views. Climbing the Sacred Ladder: Your Path 

to Love, Joy, Peace, and Purpose is now avail-

able on Kindle. This book is designed to help 

support you in coping with the many chal-

lenges and stressors of your life, including 

aging and other personal issues, as well as 

supporting you in maintaining a calm and 

Alumni  Notes

ing at the Peconic, New York, community hall 

on June 12. Theodor Herzl and Sigmund Freud 

lived on the same street but, until I brought 

them together, had little connection. Last year 

a similar reading of Edith Stein, my play about 

a Jewish woman who became a Carmelite nun, 

perished in Auschwitz, and was subsequently 

canonized, was very well received. Seventeen 

books and four Gazette travel articles later—

some of which have been translated into 

Farsi, Italian, and Greek—I continue to prac-

tice psychotherapy. Although I am aware that 

the ice gets thinner, so far I am a happy and 

lucky guy.” Jerry’s latest Alumni Voices essay, 

about his 200-mile bike ride in southern Italy 

at age 81, appeared in our Nov|Dec 2018 issue.

1962
Richard Light W’62 G’64 and Allison 

Jegla C’16 have coauthored a new book, 

Becoming Great Universities: Small Steps 

for Sustained Excellence (Princeton Univer-

sity Press). Richard is a professor of teaching 

and learning at Harvard University, and Al-

lison is a nonprofi t leader and higher educa-

tion strategist.

1964
Dr. Ed Rossomando D’64 has been in-

ducted into the 2022 Innovators Hall of Fame 

by Incisal Edge, a magazine for dental profes-

sionals. Ed, a professor emeritus at the Uni-

versity of Connecticut School of Dentistry, 

was honored for his work with the Center for 

Research and Education in Technology and 

in promoting dental education. Incisal Edge’s 

profi le of him can be read in its Spring 2022 

issue, at tinyurl.com/rossomando.

positive attitude at this diffi  cult time in his-

tory. Personal consultations are available at 

info@soulstrengthseminars.com.”

Paul D. Pearlstein C’59 wrote a review of 

Walter Stahr’s new book, Salmon P. Chase: 

Lincoln’s Vital Rival, which was posted on 

the Washington Independent Review of Books’ 

website on March 4 (tinyurl.com/pearlstein). 

Paul, a retired lawyer, writes, “I have been 

writing book reviews since the mid-1950s.”

1961
Dr. Henry Greenberg C’61, a lecturer in 

the department of epidemiology at Columbia 

University’s Mailman School of Public Health, 
writes, “My new book, No Ordinary Doctor; 

No Ordinary Time, is available in paperback 

and digital format at Amazon and Barnes & 

Noble. I had a wide-ranging medical career, 

delving into many of the nooks and crannies 

of medicine, a career that is not possible in 

today’s imperial and corporate healthcare 

world. I also witnessed and was a participant 

in the most dramatic changes ever in medical 

science. All in all, a career in full.”

Dr. Jerry Levin CGS’61 writes, “My play 

Herzl’s Analysis will be given a dramatic read-
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“My wife Jayne and I are 
pleased to announce a new 
set of Penn alumni, our 
triplets Emma Davies C’22, 
Julia Davies C’22, and Pryce 
Davies C’22, who graduated 
as Benjamin Franklin Scholars, 
each summa cum laude.” 
—Richard J. Davies C’83
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a Canadian citizen on February 11, 2015. Al-

though trained as an architect and after run-

ning a small hotel, my life in Canada has trav-

eled a diff erent pathway. As an HIV+ person, 

I was comfortable being a public face of HIV 

and I found myself volunteering with chari-

table societies and attending conferences 

across the country advocating for better treat-

ment of my struggling peers. Like every im-

migrant and refugee, I work hard to repay the 

generosity of the very warm welcome I re-

ceived from Canada. I have been awarded 

medals from United Way of Greater Victoria 

(Honorary Lifetime Member), my home prov-

ince, British Columbia (Good Citizenship), the 

City of Victoria (Honorary Citizen), and the 

Association of Philanthropic Professionals on 

Vancouver Island. Immigration is a veritable 

fountain of youth as one gets to begin a whole 

new life. November 1 is my Canadian birthday; 

on November 1, 2021, I turned 16!”

Martin Bornstein W’69 writes, “I’ve pub-

lished a book on how to solve cryptograms, 

called Keys to the Crypt. The book demon-

strates how to identify patterns of letters, 

words, and phrases through observation, ana-

lyzing the data by deductive reasoning and the 

use of probability, drawing conclusions on what 

are the most likely answers and then testing 

those hypotheses. This book has received high 

praise from several experts in this fi eld, includ-

ing Jeff  Allen, president of the American Cryp-

togram Association, and Randall Nichols, pro-

fessor emeritus of cybersecurity, intelligence, 

and forensics at Utica College.”

Joseph Cooper W’69 L’72 has published 

his debut picture book, Grandpa’s Lonely, 

Isn’t He? Joseph writes, “The story depicts a 

young boy’s concern for his grandfather, from 

whom he is distanced during the height of 

the COVID contagion. The story is intended 

to serve as a tribute to all those—of all ages 

and backgrounds—who, by various means 

and strategies, managed to deal with the 

separations, uncertainties, isolation, and 

loneliness of the COVID years. At its core, the 

story is about missing those we care about—

about being missed, about being cared 

about.” More information can be found at 

grandpaslonelyisnthe.com or by emailing 

book@grandpaslonelyisnthe.com.

1965
Dale Richard Perelman WG’65 writes, 

“I’ve recently completed my ninth book, 

Death at the Cecil Hotel in Los Angeles, a true 

crime story about the serial killers, the sui-

cides, and the unusual happenings for which 

the hotel is famous.”

1966
Dr. Joel Brenner C’66, director emeritus of 

the Taussig Heart Center/Pediatric Cardiology 

at Johns Hopkins Hospital, 1999–2019, and pre-

vious director of pediatric cardiology at the 

University of Maryland Medical Center, 1982–

1999, has retired from practice. He is also a 

former president of the Maryland affi  liate of the 

American Heart Association and a former pres-

ident of the medical staff  at the University of 

Maryland Medical Center. He writes, “After 

training, I served two years of active duty in the 

US Navy/Bethesda Naval Hospital, returning to 

my academic career at the University of Vir-

ginia Medical Center as director of the Pediatric 

Cardiac Catheterization lab, before moving to 

Baltimore. Working with wonderful colleagues 

during my 50-year career, I have authored more 

than 70 peer-reviewed articles and a dozen book 

chapters. In the 1990s our group was instru-

mental in the promulgation of information in 

the emerging fi eld of fetal cardiology, sponsor-

ing meetings around the world. I am most 

proud of our fellowship training program, pro-

ducing the next generation of leaders in our 

fi eld. I have begun a new position, teaching 

practice/management issues in pediatric cardi-

ology to the Graduate Nurse Practitioner PhD 

program at the Johns Hopkins University 

School of Nursing. I have also had the good for-

tune to have the support and love of my wife of 

54 years, who eschewed acceptance at Penn to 

attend Cornell, but we still remained together.”

1969
Andrew Beckerman C’69 writes, “When 

you last heard from me, I was living in Santa 

Fe, New Mexico. In late 1995, I participated in 

the fi rst successful highly active anti-retroviral 

drug trial and began 26 years of an undetect-

able HIV viral load. On November 1, 2005, I 

immigrated to ‘kinder, gentler Canada,’ spe-

cifi cally Victoria, and was thrilled to become 

Phil DeSantis ChE’69 writes, “I’m 

pleased to announce the publication of the 

fourth edition of The Handbook of Validation 

of Pharmaceutical Processes, which I coed-

ited. I have been a long-time contributor to 

this series in the areas of sterilization, project 

management, pharmaceutical equipment 

qualifi cation, and process validation. In my 

more than 50 years in the pharmaceutical 

industry, I have worked to establish the dis-

cipline of pharmaceutical engineering as a 

key contributor to the safety and effi  cacy of 

the drug products that we deliver to patients, 

and my work has taken me all over the globe. 

I have also served as a trainer for the FDA 

fi eld investigator training program. Now 

semi-retired, I continue to provide consulting 

services where I can contribute to the impor-

tant eff ort to fi ght disease. I recently com-

pleted my term as chair of the Science Advi-

sory Board of the Parenteral Drug Associa-

tion and continue to be active in that organi-

zation, as well as the International Society 

for Pharmaceutical Engineering and the 

Council for Pharmaceutical Excellence. Visit 

the council’s website (councilforpharmaceu-

ticalexcellence.org) for some of my thoughts 
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Track championship meet in New York, fi n-

ishing last in my age group in all three 

events.” Seth is 72 years old.

Douglas Richardson ASC’73 writes, “I’ve 

been celebrating publication of my fi rst nov-

el, Down Wind and Out of Sight, with book 

signings in the US and abroad—Doha, Ban-

galore, Goa, Udaipur, Delhi, and London. I 

fi nd writing fi ction a wonderful, if challeng-

ing, change from my years as a nonfi ction 

business book author and decades as a Dow 

Jones columnist. Interviewers seem inter-

ested in how the publishing world regards a 

75-year-old debut novelist and recovering 

lawyer, and how best to market an off -the-

wall genre-bender that already has been 

nominated for multiple awards. My Annen-

berg class reunion was a wonderful oppor-

tunity to reconnect with old friends and in-

dulge in lengthy games of show and tell.”

1974
Amy Meislin Pollack GEd’74 writes, “Af-

ter I retired from a long career in teaching, I 

became an author and recently published a 

middle-grade book, for ages 8–13. The Adven-

tures of Jelly Bean is the story of a forthright 

fourth grader whom everyone calls Jelly 

Bean. The challenges she meets include being 

the youngest in her family and having three 

older brothers; feeling as if her parents and 

teachers often don’t understand her; dealing 

with the death of her beloved grandfather ... 

and more.” More information can be found 

at amypollack.com.

Celebrate Your Reunion, May 12–15, 2023!

1978
Diane Kaplan C’78 announced in March 

that she will be leaving Rasmuson Founda-

tion, a private Alaska-based family philan-

thropy, in early 2023. Diane joined the foun-

dation in 1995 as the fi rst employee and be-

came president and CEO in 2001. Her an-

nouncement can be read at rasmuson.org.

1979
Patricia Reid-Merritt SW’79 GrS’84, 

Distinguished Professor of Africana Studies 

and Social Work at Stockton University, 

regarding the state of pharmaceutical manu-

facturing and its applicable regulations.”

Dr. Barry R. Zitin C’69 writes, “Off  to a 

good start! On April 22, 1972, I married my 

Harvard Medical School classmate, Melinda 

Grindrod. On April 22, 2022, we celebrated 

our 50th anniversary (via Zoom call with fam-

ily and friends). After satisfying careers in 

pediatrics (Melinda) and psychiatry (me), we 

retired and moved from Boston to Jersey City. 

We have two daughters (a librarian in Boston 

and an English professor at Rutgers) and one 

terrifi c grandson. I still try to see the Mask & 

Wig show every year and remain convinced 

that my singing and dancing in high heels 

helped get me admitted to med school.”

1970
Ted Gilmore W’70, Sandi Shustak Klig-

man MT’70, and Maureen Hare Luschini 
Nu’70, 50th Reunion cohairs, write, “We’d 

like to congratulate and thank Andy Wolk 
C’70, Tim Carson W’70, Toni Schmie-
gelow CW’70, Ira Harkavy C’70 Gr’79, 
Helen Frame Peters CW’70 G’74 Gr’79, 
Don Maynard ChE’70, and Judy Nemez 
Vredenburgh CW’70 for their outstanding 

panel presentation ‘The Way We Were’ on 

May 13. The unsung stars of our Alumni Day 

parade were the two adorable grandchildren 

in a decorated fl oat, but we need help in iden-

tifying the ‘70 classmate who is their proud 

grandfather. Please contact Lisbeth Willis at 

lisbethw@upenn.edu with any information!”

Tom Madden ASC’70, CEO and founder of 

the public relations fi rm TransMedia Group, 
has written a new book, Wordshine Man: Tips 

for Polishing Words Until They Sparkle. Tom 

writes frequently for CommPro, a magazine for 

communications professionals, and his most 

recent article, “As Our World Becomes More 

Digital, NFTs Are 0ur Digital Property Rights,” 

can be read at tinyurl.com/maddenNFT.

Celebrate Your Reunion, May 12–15, 2023!

1973
Seth D. Bergmann GEE’73 writes, “On 

March 18–19, I competed in three events, the 

3,000 meters, the mile, and the 4x800-meter 

relay, at the USATF National Masters Indoor 

writes, “I served as a Goodwill Ambassador 

to Soles 4 Souls, a national and internation-

al nonprofi t organization that distributes free 

shoes in poor, economically disadvantaged 

communities. DSW (the shoe company) put 

out a call, seeking to identify 10 individuals 

willing to travel to Honduras to distribute 

free shoes to children in several local com-

munities. Sharing my personal experiences 

about growing up in poverty, always in need 

of a good pair of shoes, resulted in my selec-

tion from a national pool of more than 3,000. 

However, due to the pandemic, the Honduras 

trip was delayed for two years. DSW, the 

sponsors of the program (providing complete 

fi nancial support for the ambassadors and 

their guests), decided to switch the program 

to several project communities in Los Ange-

les County. I spent four days trying to fi nd 

the perfect shoe and perfect fi t for hundreds 

of children. It was such an exciting moment 

for the children and their parents. I am grate-

ful to DSW and Soles 4 Souls for providing 

me with this unique opportunity.”

1981
Dr. Gregg Coodley C’81 writes, “I’ve just 

published a new book, Taming Infection: The 

American Response to Illness from Smallpox 

to COVID. The book tells the story of how 15 

major infections, such as tuberculosis, yellow 

fever, malaria, and syphilis, have aff ected 

American history. It looks at how Americans 

have often responded with scapegoating of 

certain populations, ignorance and fear, and 

yet eventual triumph to each of these diseases. 

I continue to work full time as a primary care 

doctor at the Fanno Creek Clinic in Portland, 

Oregon. My next book will address the crisis 

in primary care in America and is scheduled 

for a late fall publication date.”

Joe Jablonski C’81 L’87 shares that his 

novel A Thing with Feathers is a fi nalist for two 

2022 Eric Hoff er Book Awards, the Montaigne 

Medal and the da Vinci Eye. The Montaigne 

Medal is awarded to “books that either illumi-

nate, progress, or redirect thought.” The da 

Vinci Eye is awarded “to books with superior 

cover artwork ... judged on both content and 

style.” The image on the cover of Joe’s book is 

created by Russian artist Julia Tochilina.

Alumni  Notes
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1982
Dr. Beth Desaretz Chiatti CGS’82 WEv’84, 

associate professor of nursing at Drexel Uni-

versity, has been appointed director of the 

RN to BSN Completion Program at Drexel 

University’s College of Nursing and Health 

Professions. She has published numerous 

papers and given presentations related to 

transcultural nursing, immigrant health, 

reproductive health, and culturally compe-

tent care. Her dissertation research, “Culture 

Care Beliefs and Practices of Ethiopian Im-

migrants,” won a Research Award from the 

Transcultural Nursing Society and a NEF 

Scholarship from the Nurses Educational 

Fund. She recently authored a chapter on 

culture and diversity for a fundamentals of 

nursing textbook. For many years, Beth 

worked as a nurse, a genetic counselor, and 

a clinical resource coordinator at the Hospi-

tal of the University of Pennsylvania.

Deborah Wong C’82 writes, “I’ve re-

cently joined the boards of the Chinese 

American Museum DC, the nonprofi t arts 

organization Great Leap in Los Angeles, and 

Répertoire International de Littérature Mu-

sicale (RILM), which produces resources for 

the music research community. My most 

recent book, Louder and Faster: Pain, Joy, 

and the Body Politic in Asian American 

Taiko (University of California Press, 2019), 

was recognized with best book awards from 

the Society for Ethnomusicology and the 

International Association for the Study of 

Popular Music, US Chapter.”

Celebrate Your Reunion, May 12–15, 2023!

1983
Dr. Andrew Chapman C’83 has been ap-

pointed enterprise director and executive 

vice president of oncology services at the 

Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center at Jeff erson 

Health in Philadelphia.

Richard J. Davies C’83 writes, “My wife 

Jayne and I are pleased to announce a new 

set of Penn alumni, our triplets Emma Da-
vies C’22, Julia Davies C’22, and Pryce 
Davies C’22, Class of 2022, who graduated 

as Benjamin Franklin Scholars, each summa 

cum laude. Emma will be attending Harvard 

Law School this fall, Julia will be researching 

thrombosis at Harvard’s Brigham and Wom-

en’s Hospital before attending medical 

school, and Pryce will be pursuing research 

in applied economics at MIT.”

Howard Yaruss L’83 has written a new 

book, which will be published in September, 

Understandable Economics: Because Under-

standing Our Economy Is Easier Than You 

Think and More Important Than You Know. 

Howard is an economist, attorney, and ad-

junct professor of real estate at New York 

University.

1984
Helen “Honey” Beuf  CGS’84 writes, 

“After the death of my beloved 19-year-old 

daughter Liv in 2019, my daughter Tess and 

I started the Liv Project, a nonprofi t organi-

zation developing creative tools that encour-

age fearless conversations to turn the tide of 

youth suicide. We have a fi lm coming out this 

year, My Sister Liv, directed by Grammy 

Award–winning director Alan Hicks and 

produced by Oscar-winning producer Paula 

DuPré Pesmen. It reveals the realities of 

stigma, the struggles of mental health, and 

the aftermath for the survivors left behind 

in a suicide. We have also developed a fun 

and relatable conversation game for ages 13 

and older: The Game that Goes There, cocre-

ated with Humanaut and made in collabora-

tion with mental health professionals and 

youth advisors. Our organization has a num-

ber of creative programs, tools, and work-

shops, all designed to normalize the conver-

sation around youth mental health and sui-

cide. Please check out our website, thelivpro-

ject.org, and consider making a donation to 

help us continue our work to bring these 

valuable tools to young people around the 

country.” Honey invites alumni contact at 

honey@thelivproject.org.

1985
Nancy Bea Miller C’85 exhibited new 

still life and landscape paintings at F.A.N. 

Gallery in Philadelphia’s Old City neighbor-

hood, April 1–29. More than 40 oil paintings 

in sizes ranging from a few inches to a few 

feet were on display. Nancy writes that most 

of the paintings were created during the pan-

demic and are “the expression of ideas and 

feelings that have been forming in my mind 

for many years. Having a long period of en-

forced downtime meant that I fi nally had the 

time to focus more intensively on what I have 

been wanting to express.”

1986
Joan Roop GNu’86 has been awarded a 

doctorate in education from Saint Elizabeth 

University.

1987
Adam Finerman W’87 L’90 WG’90 

writes, “I recently moved law fi rms to become 

a partner at BakerHostetler and cohead of 

its IPOs and Securities Off erings Team.”

Celebrate Your Reunion, May 12–15, 2023!

1988
Karen Weintraub C’88 and Michael 

Kuchta C’88 have coauthored a new book, 

Born in Cambridge: 400 Years of Ideas and 

Innovators (MIT Press). The book chronicles 

cultural icons, infl uential ideas, and world-

changing innovations that all came from 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, where the au-

thors are based.

1989
Thomas Lambert C’89, a managing part-

ner of FLB Law in Westport, Connecticut, has 

been named an honoree of the 2022 Con-

necticut Legal Awards, presented by the Con-

necticut Law Tribune. Thomas is one of three 

fi nalists in the Best Mentor category.

1990
David J. Glass C’90 has been elected to 

another term as managing partner at Enen-

stein Pham & Glass, a law fi rm focusing on 

civil litigation and family law.

Laura Ferguson Richardson C’90, a 

fi rst-grade teacher at Edith C. Baker School 

in Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts, is the re-

cipient of a Presidential Award for Excellence 

in Mathematics and Science Teaching. The 

award, administered by the National Science 

Foundation on behalf of the White House 



52 THE PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE Jul | Aug 2022

African studies at Rutgers University. (See 

“Salamishah Tillet’s Journey,” Sep|Oct 2014.)

Jared Viders C’96 has published his second 

book, The Light of Day: Slices of Life and the 

Lessons They Teach, published by Mosaica Press. 

1999
Andrea Canepari GL’99, a former coun-

sel general of Italy in Philadelphia, and Ju-

dith Goode, a professor emerita of anthropol-

ogy at Temple University, are coeditors of a 

new book from Temple University Press. 

Andrea writes, “The Italian Legacy in Phila-

delphia: History, Culture, People, and Ideas 

tells the centuries-long story of Italian heri-

tage in the Philadelphia region.” The book 

was featured on Philadelphia magazine’s 

website on December 23 (tinyurl.com/

canepari). Andrea Canepari GL’99 also re-

ceived a 2022 honorary degree from the 

American University of Rome in May.

Jared Fishman C’99 is a former federal 

civil rights prosecutor and founding execu-

tive director of Justice Innovation Lab, a 

nonprofi t that works towards a more equi-

table, eff ective, and fair justice system.

Richard Hollman C’99 see Josué “Josh-
ua” Brenner C’02.

Kevin Schmiesing Gr’99 has authored a 

new book, A Catholic Pilgrimage through 

American History: People and Places that 

Shaped the Church in the United States.

2000
Iosefa Alofaituli C’00 is executive director 

and cofounder of CIELO, a nonprofi t that trains 

residents of Orange County, California, to be-

come economically self-suffi  cient through en-

trepreneurship. His organization was recently 

featured in 11 regional magazines in southern 

California (tinyurl.com/IosefaCIELO). 

2001
Fabian Castro W’01 has been promoted 

to executive vice president of multicultural 

marketing at Universal Pictures.

Jared Susco W’01 GrEd’14 writes, “After 

four fabulous years with Benefi ts Data Trust 

(a social enterprise that assists vulnerable 

populations with accessing public benefi ts 

through policy/practice modernization and 

Faskha EAS’93 W’93 for being our tech 

and Zoom guru, Jen Eisenberg Bernstein 
C’93 for leading our outreach committee, 

Joel Yarbrough W’93 and Monica Gold-
stein Avinami C’93 for sharing fl ashback 

photos, Mitchell Kraus C’93 for writing 

lyrics for our theme song, and David Foster 
EAS’93 and Joel for leading our LinkedIn/

Facebook targeted outreach. Join our Class 

of ‘93 Facebook group and email us at 

upenn1993@gmail.com if you’d like to join 

the planning committee! #talk30tome93”

1994
Pamela Grebow Ehrenberg C’94 has 

coauthored a middle-grade novel (for readers 

ages 9–12) with Tracy López. Titled Detour 

Ahead, it tells the story of Gilah, a 12-year-old 

neurodiverse Jewish girl who is fi nally al-

lowed to ride the bus alone. There, she strikes 

up a friendship with Guillermo, a young Sal-

vadoran American boy resigned to taking the 

bus while his bicycle is being repaired. 

“Through Guillermo’s poetry and Gilah’s 

prose, the two navigate the detours of their 

families, their friendship, and themselves.”

Omolola Ijeoma Ogunyemi GEng’94 
Gr’99 has written her fi rst book, a novel in 

stories, titled Jollof Rice and Other Revolu-

tions. From the press materials, “Nigerian 

author [Ogunyemi] makes her American 

debut with this dazzling novel, which ex-

plores her homeland’s past, present, and pos-

sible future through the interconnected sto-

ries of four fearless globe-trotting women. 

Moving between Nigeria and America, [the 

book] is a window into the world of accom-

plished Nigerian women, illuminating the 

challenges they face and the risks they take 

to control their destinies.”

1996
Salamishah Tillet C’96, a contributing 

critic at large for the New York Times, re-

ceived a 2022 Pulitzer Prize for journalism 

in the Criticism category “for learned and 

stylish writing about Black stories in art and 

popular culture—work that successfully 

bridges academic and nonacademic critical 

discourse.” Salamishah is also a professor of 

creative writing and African American and 

Offi  ce of Science and Technology Policy, rec-

ognizes “outstanding teachers for their con-

tributions to the teaching and learning of 

science, technology, engineering, mathemat-

ics, and/or computer science.”

1991
William Hudders GFA’91 writes, “Two 

of my most recent collages were featured in 

a group show at Gross McLeaf Gallery in 

Philadelphia in May.” Titled Residential Tour-

ist, the show “considers voyeurism a tonic for 

isolation, interrupted socializing, and de-

ferred travel.” William exhibited his collages 

titled Monkey Puzzle and Viewfi nder.

Tom Jester GFA’91, a principal with the 

architecture fi rm Quinn Evans, has been 

named chief operating offi  cer for the fi rm. He 

joined Quinn Evans in 2006 and has directed 

many of the fi rm’s most challenging projects, 

including the modernization of the National 

Academy of Sciences in Washington, DC.

Darren Rosenblum C’91 L’95, a law pro-

fessor at McGill University, has been ap-

pointed associate dean of graduate studies 

at McGill’s Faculty of Law.

1992
Yvonne Armendáriz C’92 CGS’98 was 

elected to serve as president of the Wake 

County Bar Association (WCBA) in North 

Carolina for 2022. She served as president 

elect of the WCBA in 2021 and has been a 

member of the WCBA board of directors 

since 2018. The WCBA/Tenth Judicial District 

is the largest bar organization in North Car-

olina, and she serves as its fi rst Latinx presi-

dent in its over 95-year history. Yvonne is a 

family law attorney in private practice. She 

invites alumni contact at yvonne@arm-

endarizlaw.com.

Celebrate Your Reunion, May 12–15, 2023!

1993
Lisa Nass Grabelle C’93 L’96 and Kiera 

Reilly C’93 write, “We can’t wait to ‘Talk 

Thirty to Me’ for our 30th Reunion, May 

12–13, 2023. Our reunion planning committee 

rocks—there is so much enthusiasm on our 

planning Zoom calls. Special thanks to Eli 

Alumni  Notes
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2008
Wendy Chan WG’08 is cofounder of a 

grassroots movement called One Journey. 

She writes, “Motivated by my family’s refugee 

stories and moved by the Syrian refugee cri-

sis, I have been organizing this thousand-

people free event with a group of refugee 

activists since 2018. Our most recent festival 

was held on June 25 at the Washington Na-

tional Cathedral. At our festivals, people 

experience refugee life via virtual reality, 

converse with refugees living overseas, take 

studio lessons taught by refugee dancers and 

munications company focused on content 

strategy, video production, and media train-

ing. I’m also the host of Mom’s Exit Interview, 

a podcast highlighting women making bold 

choices in their search for professional and 

personal fulfi llment. What happened to the 

two million moms who dropped out of the 

workforce during the pandemic? This pod-

cast may have the answer. Guests include 

Rebecca Minkoff , Gretchen Rubin of the Hap-

piness Project, and Carley Roney, cofounder 

of the billion-dollar Knot.com, in addition to 

inspirational everyday women. Its tagline is 

‘Working moms are learning we don’t need 

a boss to give us permission—or a promo-

tion—to create the lives we want.’”

2005
Blair Kaminsky C’05, a partner at the 

law fi rm Holwell Shuster & Goldberg (HSG), 

has been appointed to the fi rm’s management 

committee. She also co-leads HSG’s market-

ing and recruiting eff orts, and she cofounded 

its diversity and inclusion committee.

Clayton Rose G’05 Gr’07 announced that 

he will be stepping down as president of 

Bowdoin College on June 30, 2023. Since 

2015, when he was named Bowdoin’s presi-

dent, applications for admission have risen 

40 percent, with those from fi rst-generation 

students up 115 percent and those from stu-

dents of color up almost 50 percent. The 

school also created a senior position of chief 

diversity offi  cer, built new residence halls 

and athletic facilities, and raised more than 

85 percent of its goal of $500 million, with 

more than two campaign years remaining.

Nolan Tully C’05, a partner at the law 

fi rm Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP, has 

been appointed co-leader of the fi rm’s insur-

ance industry team.

2006
Dr. Kenneth Katz GM’06 has been 

named a Patient Care Hero by the American 

Academy of Dermatology for his work as co-

chair of the US Food and Drug Administra-

tion’s Dermatologic and Ophthalmic Drug 

Advisory Committee, which provides advice 

to the FDA on new therapies to improve pa-

tients’ skin, hair, and nail conditions.

tech-enabled, human-centered, data-driven 

strategies), I moved in March to the Depart-

ment of Radiation Oncology at Penn Medi-

cine, one of the world’s premier centers for 

research, care, and education in cancer. It’s 

a bittersweet transition for sure, but the role 

of chief fi nancial offi  cer for the department 

opened while I was recuperating in a hospital 

bed after my fi nal (let’s hope) surgery this 

winter, and I knew I had to apply there and 

then. Having recently waged (and won) a 

three-year battle with cancer and its after-

maths, I think it’s a special opportunity to 

match personal connection and professional 

growth. Put another way, given that I’m lucky 

enough to still be around to complain about 

my cancer-related ailments, I’m delighted to 

be a part of this fi ght from the inside.”

2002
Nafeez Amin W’02 WMP’19 is cofound-

er of Smart with a Heart, a nonprofi t GMAT 

and GRE prep test provider. Nafeez writes, 

“Smart with a Heart off ers a full-service eco-

system of intimate live-instruction classes, 

free offi  ce hours, private mentoring and ad-

missions advice from full-time teachers with 

99th percentile scores, and a no-questions-

asked free repeat policy. Our mission is to 

level the MBA playing fi eld by making be-

spoke test prep accessible to everyone.”

Josué “Joshua” Brenner C’02 writes, “I 

wrote and directed Harris Kooler, a short fi lm 

that deals with mental health. It stars my fel-

low Mask & Wig and AEPi alum Richard Hol-
lman C’99, with cinematography by Saman-
tha Lynn Cohen EAS’15 GEng’15. My hope 

is to launch a fi lm production company that 

focuses on mental health recovery, but movies 

you’d watch anyway.” The fi ve-minute fi lm can 

be viewed at vimeo.com/703731129.

Solimar Otero Gr’02, a professor of folk-

lore and ethnomusicology at Indiana Univer-

sity and director of the Folklore Institute, 

shares that her book Archives of Conjure: 

Stories of the Dead in Afrolatinx Religious 

Culture has won the 2021 Albert J. Raboteau 

Prize for the Best Book in Africana Religions.

Kim Rittberg C’02 writes, “After launch-

ing Us Weekly’s video unit and working at 

Netfl ix, I founded Henry Street Media, a com-
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McGrath, an Army recruit who, after being 

exposed to the ravages of atomic bomb detona-

tions in the Nevada desert, meets the titular 

girl in Japan, Reiko, who was exposed to atom-

ic detonations at the end of World War II.

Michael J. Sorrell GrEd’15, president of 

Paul Quinn College, is the recipient of the 

2022 J. Erik Jonsson Ethics Award from 

Southern Methodist University’s Cary M. 

Maguire Center for Ethics and Public Re-

sponsibility. The award is given to “individu-

als who epitomize the spirit of moral leader-

ship and public virtue.”

2016
Allison Jegla C’16 see Richard Light 

W’62 G’64.

Celebrate Your Reunion, May 12–15, 2023!

2018
Mana Sazegara GAr’18 has won a 2022 

ICFF Editors Award, in the Body of Work 

category, from the International Contempo-

rary Furniture Fair. The awards recognize 

the top designs in the furniture industry.

2021
Daniel Rubin W’20, a board member of 

the Global Livingston Institute (GLI), coor-

dinated an Earth Day project for the non-

profi t. He writes, “We hosted community 

cleanups in eight diff erent locations around 

Uganda. Across all locations, we purchased 

over 100,000 pounds of plastic from the com-

munity, injecting nearly $10,000 into the 

local economy. This plastic will be responsi-

bly recycled and revenue/profi t generating! 

We couldn’t have done this without our out-

standing team in Uganda, partners, support-

ers, and friends. The GLI recycling initiative 

has a bright future ahead of it, and we are 

just getting started in making Uganda a 

greener, better place one recycled plastic 

bottle at a time.”

2022
Emma Davies C’22 see Richard J. Davies C’83.
Julia Davies C’22 see Richard J. Davies C’83.
Pryce Davies C’22 see Richard J. Davies C’83.

I have always loved so much. In this joyful 

and colorful book, children can enjoy learn-

ing over a dozen graceful dance styles from 

across India. I hope this story is fun for read-

ers and also inspires them to learn about 

diverse global cultures.” The Indian Dance 

Show can be ordered from Amazon, Barnes 

& Noble, and other bookstores.

Serena Stein C’09 and Tiago Sanfelice 
C’09 write, “We were married in São Paulo, 

Brazil, on March 25. Among the guests in 

attendance were Best Man Ercole Volon-
nino W’09 and Nina Johnson Windgät-
ter C’09 G’09. We met at Gregory College 

House, where we lived all four years at Penn.”

2010
Nakita Reed GAr’10 GFA’10, an archi-

tect at Quinn Evans, has been selected by the 

American Institute of Architects to receive a 

2022 Young Architects Award. According to 

the release, “The national award is presented 

to individuals who have demonstrated ex-

ceptional leadership and made signifi cant 

contributions to the profession in the early 

stages of their architectural careers.”

Marissa Rosen C’10 has been promoted 

to chief of staff  of Salesforce Industries at 

Salesforce, a cloud-based software company.

2014
Adam Pascarella L’14, founder and CEO 

of Second Order Capital Management, has 

published his fi rst book, Reversed in Part: 15 

Law School Grads on Pursuing Non-Tradi-

tional Careers. He writes, “The book shares 

the stories of 15 law school graduates who 

have created notable careers outside of tra-

ditional, day-to-day legal practice. Feel free 

to send any feedback or comments to re-

versedinpart@gmail.com.” More information 

can be found at reversedinpart.com. Adam 

lives in New York City.

2015
Samantha Lynn Cohen EAS’15 GEng’15 

see Josué “Joshua” Brenner C’02.
John A. McCabe LPS’15 has written a new 

novel, The Girl in Japan: A Young Soldier’s 

Story, which centers on his studies of Hiro-

shima and Nagasaki. It tells the story of Joe 

artists, listen to inspiring refugee stories, 

purchase products to support refugees, and 

more importantly, visit the Take Action Tent 

that features local and global NGOs working 

to help refugees. More information can be 

found at onejourneyfestival.org.”

Jim Saksa C’08 writes, “I celebrated an ex-

tremely well-lubricated ‘dadchelor’ weekend 

in March, joined by 20 of my nearest and dear-

est friends. Penn was well represented by a 

coterie of sweet bros from SigEp and Penn 

Rugby, including JJ Anthony C’09 GEd’14, 
Brian London C’06, Stel Plakas C’09, Trip-
per Sivick C’08, Kyle Srivastava EAS’10 
W’10, and Zach Zwicker EAS’10; and Kyle 
Johnson W’06 was also there in the form of 

a cardboard cutout. For three blissful days, 

beers were chugged, boats were raced, songs 

were sung, shots were slugged, and—for a brief, 

beautiful moment—all of us gathered in the 

Poconos forgot that we’re not 23 anymore. Re-

latedly, my hangover lasted three days. (To-

tally worth it.) Oh, also, I should probably men-

tion that my son, Georges Francis, was born 

May 7. And that I married his mom, Jennifer 

Khouri, last year. The pandemic screwed up 

our wedding plans, so we eloped at the dive bar 

where we had our fi rst date. I’m a journalist, 

Jenn is an attorney at the US Department of 

Justice, and Georges is a freeloader who cries 

whenever I tell him to get a job.”

2009
Colin Fegeley GEd’09 has been named 

the 2022 NCADA Athletic Director of the Year 

for the state of North Carolina by the North 

Carolina Athletic Directors Association. Co-

lin is the athletic director for Green Level 

High School in Cary, North Carolina.

Gerald Griffi  n Gr’09, a former postdoc-

toral researcher in Penn’s department of 

microbiology, has been appointed provost of 

Hope College in Holland, Michigan. Gerald 

is a neuroscientist and virologist who has 

been a member of the Hope College faculty 

since 2015.

Radhika Sen W’09 has published her 

fi rst children’s picture book, The Indian 

Dance Show. She writes, “I created this book 

after realizing that I couldn’t fi nd many chil-

dren’s books about Indian dance, something 

Alumni  Notes
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George S. Hershey C’49, Chicago, a re-

tired district contract manager for Armstrong 

World Industries, a fl oor and ceiling manu-

facturer; Nov. 21. He served in the US Army 

during the Korean War. At Penn, he was a 

member of Kappa Sigma fraternity, Sphinx 

Senior Society, and the wrestling team.

Margaret Mansley Kranich GEd’49, 
Shrewsbury, MA, a former teacher and 

portrait artist; April 6.

Franklin M. Milgrim W’49, Miami, 

an employee in his family’s fashion busi-

ness, Milgrim Incorporated; Feb. 28. He 

served in the US Navy during World War 

II. At Penn, he was a member of Sigma 

Alpha Mu fraternity.

Henry R. Rossell W’49, Moorestown, 

NJ, a retired director of insurance for Su-

noco; April 24. He served in the US Armed 

Forces during World War II. At Penn, he was 

a member of the baseball and football teams.

Joel B. Rothberg C’49, Warminster, 

PA, a retired pharmacist; June 4, 2021. He 

served in the US Navy during World War 

II. At Penn, he was a member of Sigma 

Alpha Mu fraternity.

Alvin H. Weiss ChE’49 Gr’65, Shrews-

bury, MA, professor emeritus of chemical 

engineering at Worcester Polytechnic In-

stitute; March 6. He served in the US Army 

Chemical Corps during the Korean War. 

At Penn, he was a member of Alpha Epsi-

lon Pi and the ROTC.

1950
Dr. Stuart A. Fox C’50 V’53, St. Croix, 

US Virgin Islands, a retired veterinarian; 

Jan. 31. He served in the US Army during 

World War II. At Penn, he was a member 

of Alpha Sigma Phi fraternity. His children 

include Susan Fox CW’68 and Dr. Edgar 

Mark Fox V’81 LPS’15.

Paul F. Mallon C’50, Basking Ridge, 

NJ, a retired bank executive; Feb. 26. He 

served in the US Army during World War 

Herman Mattleman W’47 L’49, Phil-

adelphia, a lawyer who also served as 

Philadelphia’s school board president from 

1983 to 1990; April 2. At Penn, he was a 

member of Alpha Epsilon Pi fraternity.

Morton J. Miller W’47, Allentown, PA, 

cofounder and co-owner of a silk manu-

facturer; March 30. He served in the US 

Army Air Corps during World War II. One 

daughter is Nancy S. Miller C’79.

Stanley Small W’47, Hempstead, NY, 

April 15. He served in the US Army during 

World War II, earning a Purple Heart. At 

Penn, he was a member of Tau Delta Phi 

fraternity. Three children are Bonnie Small 

Greenberg CW’71 GEd’72, Robin Small Mar-

gent CW’73, and Hillary Small Oser OT’76.

1948
Mary T. “Terry” Flynn HUP’48, Alex-

andria, VA, a retired nurse; March 27.

Elizabeth M. Malizia Ed’48, Philadel-

phia, a former teacher; March 24.

Edwin J. Rosenbaum W’48, Boca Ra-

ton, FL, former owner of an accounting 

fi rm; April 16.

Edmund S. “Bud” Wartels W’48, 
Green Hills, PA, a corporate attorney; April 

2. At Penn, he was a member of Phi Sigma 

Delta fraternity. One daughter is Jodi F. 

Krueger C’87.

1949
Cintra Morgan Badenhausen CW’49, 

Ellington, CT, a retired social worker and 

psychoanalyst; March 7, 2021. At Penn, she 

was a member of Kappa Alpha Theta soror-

ity, Penn Players, and the swimming team. 

Her son is John Phillips Badenhausen EE’76.

Gilbert M. Besser ME’49, Havertown, 

PA, a former senior design specialist at 

Boeing; December 22. His brother is Dr. 

William F. Besser M’54.

Maurice B. de Angeli C’49, Pennsburg, 

PA, a vintage car restoration specialist; 

March 26. Two sons are Michael M. de An-

geli C’73 and Daniel J. de Angeli C’82.

Robert H. Farwell WG’49, Hudson, 

OH, retired president of GTE Communica-

tions Systems; Feb. 20. He served in the 

US Navy during World War II.

1942
Grace Russell Foley Mu’42, Spring-

fi eld, OH, a former executive secretary at 

a life insurance company; July 10, 2021, at 

101. At Penn, she was a member of Chi 

Omega sorority and the choral society.

William M. Watt EF’42, Annapolis, 

MD, a data systems developer for NASA; 

September 20, 2020. He served in the US 

Coast Guard.

1943
Jessica Tofani Dimuzio CW’43, An-

thony, FL, March 4. One daughter is Dr. 

Jessica P. Dimuzio CW’74 V’78.

Myron Feldman W’43, Short, Hills, NJ, 

an executive in the wine and spirits indus-

try; Feb. 28. He served in the US Navy dur-

ing World War II. At Penn, he was a mem-

ber of Tau Epsilon Phi fraternity. One 

brother is Edward Feldman W’48, and his 

daughter is Allison F. LeVine CW’73.

John Shacter ChE’43, Kingston, TN, 

retired manager of planning for the chem-

ical corporation Union Carbide; March 1, 

at 100.

Arthur H. Simms W’43, Bethesda, 

MD, a retired deputy general solicitor for 

Western Union; March 3. He served in the 

US Army during World War II.

1946
Priscilla Silver Fourer CW’46, Ni-

pomo, CA, a retired biochemist; Dec. 25.

Mary “ML” McKinney Loughran 
CW’46, Lansdale, PA, a former school-

teacher; March 9. At Penn, she was a mem-

ber of Delta Delta Delta sorority, and the 

badminton, fi eld hockey, golf, and softball 

teams. Her husband is Francis H. 

Loughran W’45, and one daughter is Fran-

ces Loughran Garvey C’83, who is married 

to Paul G. Garvey W’82.

1947
Rosalie Klein Gerson Mu’47, Glad-

wyne, PA, April 27.

Thomas P. Lyons W’47, Wynnewood, 

PA, a hardware store owner; March 21. He 

served in the US Navy construction bat-

talion (Seabees) during World War II.

Alumni  Obituaries
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ber of Pi Sigma Alpha fraternity. His wife 

is Elizabeth Osborne FA’59.

Dr. Robert E. Wilson C’54 V’57, Sur-

prise, AZ, a retired veterinarian; March 19. 

He served in the US Air Force. At Penn, he 

was a member of Kappa Sigma fraternity 

and the tennis team.

1955
Dr. Horace MacVaugh III M’55 

GM’62, Wayne, PA, a former associate 

professor of surgery in Penn’s Perelman 

School of Medicine and a former chair of 

surgery at Lankenau Medical Center (PA); 

Jan. 24. He joined Penn’s faculty in 1960 

as an assistant instructor in surgery and 

became an associate professor in 1974, 

teaching at Penn until 1978. He was a pro-

lifi c heart surgeon, performing 700 to 800 

surgeries per year. He completed one of 

the fi rst coronary artery bypass operations 

at the Hospital of the University of Penn-

sylvania. He served in the US Navy for 

more than three decades. 

David Milne IV W’55, West Palm 

Beach, FL, Feb. 17. At Penn, he was a mem-

ber of Delta Phi fraternity.

Edwin R. Onimus C’55, West Chester, 

PA, an executive at AT&T; April 3. He 

served in the US Air Force.

1956
Nancy C. Crumling HUP’56 Nu’63 

GNu’77, Lititz, PA, a retired nurse; March 26.

Horacio “Peter” Fabrega Jr. C’56, Salt 

Lake City, a psychiatrist, professor, and med-

ical anthropologist; Feb. 21. He served in the 

US Army Medical Department. At Penn, he 

was a member of Theta Xi fraternity, Friars 

Senior Society, and the baseball team. His 

wife is Joan Sporkin Fabrega CW’57.

Dr. Richard I. Feinbloom C’56 M’60, 
Seattle, a retired physician; March 18. At 

Penn, he was a member of the debate council.

Mark L. Hess C’56, Georgetown, SC, a 

retired program director for the IT com-

pany Weston; April 24. He served in the US 

Air Force. At Penn, he was a member of Tau 

Epsilon Phi fraternity and the ROTC.

Robert J. Hiel C’56, Trenton, NJ, April 

14. He worked for the newspaper US 1: 

Barton M. Silverman MTE’53 CGS’07, 
Bala Cynwyd, PA, a retired executive at 

Goldman Sachs; March 31. At Penn, he was 

a member of Phi Sigma Delta fraternity. 

One son is Michael Ward Silverman C’87.

Grace A. Slotterback HUP’53 Nu’59 
GNu’64, Elizabethtown, PA, a nurse in 

the US Air Force; April 17.

Leonard M. Voynow W’53, Wynnewood, 

PA, a retired CPA; Feb. 26. He served in the 

US Navy. Two daughters are Dr. Judith A. 

Voynow C’78 M’82 and Sonia Voynow C’80.

1954
Earl C. Conway C’54, West Chester, PA, 

a retired sales and marketing representa-

tive for Procter & Gamble; March 24. He 

served in the US Army. At Penn, he was a 

member of Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity, 

the Daily Pennsylvanian, the ROTC, and 

the swimming team.

Russel I. Kully W’54, Altadena, CA, a 

retired attorney; Feb. 24. He served in the 

US Army. At Penn, he was a member of 

Sigma Alpha Mu fraternity, Friars Senior 

Society, and the tennis team.

Dr. Edward J. Lemos C’54 V’57, Bar-

rington, NH, a retired veterinarian; March 16.

Rabbi Simeon J. Maslin G’54, Phila-

delphia, a longtime rabbi and author; Jan. 

29. His wife is Judith Blumberg Maslin 

CW’57.

R. Chase McDaniel II W’54, Norris-

town, PA, managing partner of a commer-

cial real estate agency; Feb. 22. He served 

in the US Air Force.

Jerry S. Pressner W’54, Lawrence, NY, 

retired president of his family’s business 

that imported, exported, and manufac-

tured toys and novelties; Jan. 5. He served 

in the US Army. At Penn, he was a member 

of Kappa Nu fraternity. One daughter is 

Marlene K. Pressner C’83, and one grand-

child is Michal Edelman WG’22.

Dr. Leonard S. Ross M’54, Barnstable, 

MA, a retired radiologist; March 9. He 

served in the US Army Medical Corps.

Hon. Ronald P. Wertheim W’54 L’57, 
Blue Hill, ME, a retired senior judge for 

the Superior Court of the District of Co-

lumbia; March 6. At Penn, he was a mem-

II. His children are Linda Mallon CW’75 

and Stephen R. Mallon GAr’77.

John P. McGinnis C’50, New York, re-

tired chairman of a fi nancial planning fi rm; 

Feb. 26. He is a veteran of World War II.

Marianne Ortals HUP’50, Springfi eld, 

PA, a retired nurse; March 2.

1952
Mark K. Ford W’52, Chester, MD, May 

22, 2020. At Penn, he was a member of 

Alpha Chi Rho fraternity. One daughter is 

Linda Ford Pustizzi CW’75.

John L. Mather III W’52, Villanova, 

PA, a sales executive in the paper and en-

velope industry; April 4. He served in the 

US Air Force during the Korean War. At 

Penn, he was a member of Phi Gamma 

Delta fraternity and the soccer team.

Dr. Raymond W. Salm Jr. D’52, Palm 

Coast, FL, a retired dentist; Feb. 13. He 

served in the US Army Air Corps during 

World War II.

Lewis F. H. Smith WG’52, Cedar Park, 

TX, a retired executive assistant to the 

president for Bergen Community College; 

Jan. 22. He is a veteran of the Korean War.

H. William Westerman W’52, Ocean 

City, NJ, a retired CPA and owner of a 

candy shop; Jan. 9. He served in the US Air 

Force. At Penn, he was a member of Sigma 

Alpha Epsilon fraternity and the ROTC.

1953
Mel A. Adlerman C’53, Monroe Town-

ship, NJ, former owner of an insurance 

company; Feb. 20. He served in the US 

Army. At Penn, he was a member of Kappa 

Nu fraternity.

Leon Galey W’53, Carlsbad, CA, Oct. 1.

Dr. Reuel May Jr. GD’53, Ridgeland, 

MS, a retired oral and maxillofacial surgeon; 

March 27. He served in the US Air Force.

Dr. John W. Severinghaus GM’53, 
Ross, CA, professor emeritus of anesthesi-

ology at the University of California San 

Francisco; June 2, 2021, at 99. He invented 

the fi rst three-function blood gas analyzer, 

which monitored carbon dioxide, oxygen, 

and pH, and his prototype resides at the 

Smithsonian Institution.
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Feb. 23. At Penn, he was a member of Phi 

Kappa Sigma fraternity and Penn Players.

1960
Stephen J. Bier WG’60, Lakewood, NJ, 

April 9.

Helen C. Rogoff  Davies Gr’60, Phila-

delphia, a trailblazing professor of micro-

biology and associate dean for students and 

housestaff  aff airs in Penn’s Perelman School 

of Medicine; March 23. She joined Penn’s 

faculty in 1960 as an assistant professor of 

physical biochemistry, a department in 

which she was the fi rst female faculty mem-

ber. She became a full professor of micro-

biology in 1982, once again the fi rst woman 

to do so. From 1991 to 1995, she was the 

School of Medicine’s associate dean for stu-

dent aff airs. She was an expert on bacterial 

energetics, electron transfer, and the cyto-

chrome system, and she studied infectious 

agents that did not use DNA or RNA to re-

produce. Known as the “singing professor” 

because she used songs to help her students 

remember complex concepts, she won 

Penn’s Lindback Award for Distinguished 

Teaching in 1977 and the Medical School’s 

Distinguished Educator Award in 1989. 

Beginning in the late 1980s, she won the 

Medical Student Government Award for 

Basic Science Teaching over 30 times. She 

was also a strong supporter of women on 

campus. She and her husband, the late Rob-

ert E. Davies, Benjamin Franklin Professor 

and University Professor Emeritus of Bio-

chemistry at Penn Vet, were both active in 

Penn’s governing bodies and other campus 

organizations, and used these platforms to 

advocate for increased roles for women at 

Penn. She retired in 2021.

William C. Fenn ChE’60, Vero Beach, 

FL, a former executive at a manufacturer 

of fi ne china; April 4. At Penn, he was a 

member of Phi Delta Theta fraternity, Fri-

ars Senior Society, and the lacrosse team.

Gertrude Rowland Healy CW’60, Skill-

man, NJ, a retired elementary school teach-

er; Feb. 10. At Penn, she was a member of 

Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority, Penn Players, 

and the fi eld hockey and lacrosse teams. Her 

sister is Ann Rowland Reath CW’63.

At Penn, he was a member of Beta Sigma 

Rho fraternity. One daughter is Stephanie 

Beth Tuck C’87.

Edward J. Vickers C’57, New York, a re-

tired stockbroker; March 8. At Penn, he was 

a member of the baseball and squash teams.

Nancy Galbraith Washburne CW’57, 
Jenkintown, PA, a medical librarian at 

Temple University and a domestic violence 

counselor; March 4.

1958
J. Ralph Bennett W’58, Port St Lucie, 

FL, July 28. At Penn, he was a member of 

Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity, Friars Se-

nior Society, and the golf team.

Carol M. “Bill” Gatton WG’58, Bristol, 

TN, a retired owner of an automobile deal-

ership; April 18. He served in the US Army.

Lorraine S. Kulpinski HUP’58, Scott-

sdale, AZ, July 1.

Mitchell Pierson Jr. C’58, Rochester, 

NY, owner of a realty company; April 17. 

He served in the US Army. At Penn, he was 

a member of Delta Psi fraternity, Penn 

Players, and the heavyweight rowing team.

Francis J. “Frank” Riepl W’58, Vero 

Beach, FL, a retired executive at a New Jer-

sey electric and gas company; April 9. At 

Penn, he was a member of Sphinx Senior 

Society and the football team, where he’s 

best remembered for his 108-yard kickoff  

return for a touchdown against Notre Dame 

in 1955. One son is Glenn F. Riepl EE’87.

Jere A. Young W’58, West Chester, PA, 

former bank executive; March 24. At Penn, 

he was a member of Delta Tau Delta fra-

ternity and the heavyweight rowing team. 

His wife is Constance W. Young HUP’57, 

and two daughters are Karen Young Deus-

chle Nu’84 and Tracy Young Merrill Nu’88, 

who is married to Allan Perry Merrill W’87. 

His brother is Ronald A. Young W’56.

1959
Anna Miller Epling W’59, Shreveport, 

LA, March 8.

Harold L. Horsington WG’59, Mar-

blehead, MA, a former bank executive; 

March 19. He served in the US Army.

Frederick G. Watson W’59, Phoenix, 

Princeton’s Business and Entertainment 

Journal. He served in the US Army. At 

Penn, he was a member of Lambda Chi 

Alpha fraternity.

Clara Stevenson McGonigal CW’56, 
Glenside, PA, an editor of chemical manu-

als for Sadtler Research Laboratories; 

March 4. Her children include Robert S. 

McGonigal C’81 and Ruth McGonigal Gun-

dermann Nu’85.

Dr. John F. Munnell V’56, Athens, GA, 

professor emeritus of anatomy at the Uni-

versity of Georgia College of Veterinary 

Medicine; April 18.

1957
Dr. William M. Anderson III C’57, 

Camp Hill, PA, a retired pulmonologist; 

Nov. 13. He served in the US Army. At 

Penn, he was a member of Acacia frater-

nity and the ROTC.

Dr. Gene V. Bogaty M’57, Vancouver, 

WA, a retired pathologist; Nov. 7. One son 

is David L. Bogaty C’91 W’91.

Ellis A. Horwitz C’57, Bryn Mawr, PA, 

a retired general counsel of Scott Paper 

and the trading services company ITOCHU 

International; March 24. His wife is Mar-

got Freedman Horwitz CW’58 ASC’62, and 

his daughter is Claudia B. Horwitz C’88.

John P. Illges III W’57, Columbus, GA, 

a retired executive at a brokerage fi rm; April 

3. He served in the US Army. At Penn, he was 

a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity.

Patricia Worth Petrie DH’57, 
Doylestown, PA, a former offi  ce manager 

at a dental clinic; Feb. 18.

Dr. Nicholas A. Prioli V’57, Jackson, 

FL, a fi refi ghter; Oct. 23.

Dr. Charles L. Putnam V’57, Concord, 

NH, a retired veterinarian for the New 

Hampshire Department of Agriculture; 

Feb. 1.

Harold R. Stone WG’57, Verona, NJ, a 

retired market researcher for pharmaceuti-

cal companies; May 25, 2021. He served in 

the US Army during the Korean War.

Ramona Truncer HUP’57, Allentown, 

NJ, a former nurse; Feb. 28, 2021.

Donald S. Tuck W’57, Boca Raton, FL, 

a former investment banker; April 6, 2021. 
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administrator for Comcast. His son is Jef-

frey Parke Ealer WG’96.

Dr. Morris Z. Gardner M’63, Ches-

wick, PA, a radiologist; Jan. 14. He served 

in the US Army.

Eugene P. Kaiser GEE’63 GrE’70, 
Amissville, VA, a retired electronics engineer 

for the US Department of Defense; March 4.

Giora M. Lebl WG’63, Woodbury, CT, 

an international business consultant; Feb. 

3. He was a survivor of the Holocaust.

Roger T. Sheftel W’63, Saint Davids, 

PA, former president of an information 

technology and services company; Feb. 19. 

At Penn, he was a member of Zeta Beta Tau 

fraternity, Friars Senior Society, the Daily 

Pennsylvanian, Mask & Wig, and the foot-

ball, rowing, and volleyball teams. His wife 

is Phoebe A. Sheftel Gr’74, and two chil-

dren are Tisha Bradbury Martin CGS’93 

and Ryan Brewster Sheftel EAS’95 W’95.

James M. Thorne Ar’63, Draper, UT, 

a retired architect; March 7.

1964
Francis W. Deegan L’64, Mattituck, 

NY, an attorney and former mayor of the 

Village of Sea Cliff  (NY); April 18.

Paul F. Noll GAr’64 GFA’64, Palm Coast, 

FL, a retired administrator for the State of 

Florida Department of Community Aff airs; 

Feb. 8. Earlier, he was a professor of housing 

and urban design at several universities.

Craig Robins C’64, West Chester, PA, 

March 30.

James E. Rogalski EE’64, Barnegat, 

NJ, a former manager at AT&T; March 2.

Robert L. Rubenstein C’64, Williams-

burg, VA, a former CPA and a retired direc-

tor of administration at a law fi rm; Oct. 13, 

2020. At Penn, he was a member of the 

fencing and track teams.

1965
Richard J. Benz WEv’65, Cinnamin-

son, NJ, Nov. 23, 2020.

Lucian W. Dixon C’65, Oxford, MS, a 

writer and director of independent fi lms; 

July 9, 2021. He served in the US Army. At 

Penn, he was a member of Phi Gamma Del-

ta fraternity and the Daily Pennsylvanian.

engineer for the Naval Electronic Systems 

Security Engineering Center; July 20, 2018. 

At Penn, she was a member of WXPN.

JoHanne Zerbey Martz L’61, Orwigs-

burg, PA, a retired lawyer who also ran a 

bed and breakfast; Feb. 1.

Peter G. Sparks C’61 Gr’68, Wilming-

ton, DE, a former director of preservation 

at the Library of Congress; March 16. He 

served in the US Army Corps of Engineers. 

At Penn, he was a member of Sigma Alpha 

Epsilon fraternity.

Deborah Peltz Wesson Ed’61, Ponte 

Vedra, FL, a retired K–12 and college edu-

cator; March 14. At Penn, she was a mem-

ber of Delta Delta Delta sorority.

Bruce B. Wilson L’61, Wayne, PA, a 

retired executive and general counsel for 

the old railroad Conrail; April 13.

1962
Robert N. Birnbaum C’62 L’65 G’76, 

Wynnewood, PA, a former attorney; Jan. 1.

R. David Bradley L’62, Glenside, PA, 

a former lawyer; Dec. 13.

Sr. Marie K. Conaughton GEd’62, 
Lambertville, NJ, a retired nurse who 

later became a nun and directed a Catholic 

school for preschoolers and kindergarten-

ers; Jan. 5. Earlier in her career, she served 

as acting director of nursing at the Hospi-

tal of the University of Pennsylvania.

John W. Crosby W’62, Trumbull, CT, a 

former Wall Street executive; March 16. He 

served in the US Army Reserve. At Penn, he 

was a member of Beta Theta Pi fraternity 

and the swimming and basketball teams.

Augustus M. Filbert Gr’62, Corning, 

NY, a retired director of Corning Incorpo-

rated; Feb. 24. He served in the US Army 

Ordnance Corps. At Penn, he was a mem-

ber of the ROTC and the basketball team.

Thomas M. Garrott III WG’62, Mem-

phis, TN, a retired bank executive; March 

30. He served in the US Navy. One grand-

daughter is Allison Morrison WG’22.

1963
George C. Ealer Jr. ME’63, Glen Mills, 

PA, March 30. He designed steam turbines 

for Westinghouse and later was a systems 

Marion Mural Krewson CW’60, 
Springfi eld, PA, a retired high school math 

teacher; Feb. 5.

Dr. Paul H. Langner C’60 V’66, Al-

buquerque, NM, a veterinarian; March 

29. He served in the US Army during the 

Vietnam War.

Eileen Rosenblum Mackevich 
CW’60, Chicago, executive director of the 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and 

Museum, and cofounder of the Chicago 

Humanities Festival; March 14. At Penn, 

she was a member of Delta Phi Epsilon 

sorority, Mortar Board Senior Society, and 

the swimming and tennis teams.

Angela C. Rossi HUP’60, Parsippany, 

NJ, a nurse; April 1.

Jane Davis Rourk OT’60, Durham, 

NC, a retired clinical associate professor 

of occupational therapy at the University 

of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; Jan. 3, 

2021. At Penn, she was a member of Kappa 

Delta sorority.

John G. Zimmerman Jr. WG’60, 
Moon Township, PA, a retired business 

planning manager for Aristech Chemical; 

March 16. He served in the US Navy and 

the US Navy Reserve.

1961
Andrew J. Callahan ChE’61, Bartles-

ville, OK, a former engineer; June 17, 2021.

Selma Roseman Davis CW’61 G’62, 
Bala Cynwyd, PA, a researcher and psy-

chology teacher at the Community College 

of Philadelphia; May 17. She was also a 

musician, journalist, and author of four 

mystery novels. At Penn, she was a mem-

ber of WXPN and Penn Players. Her chil-

dren include Wendy Davis Pollack C’85 

L’88, Sally M. Davis C’89 G’90 Gr’95, and 

Morris A. Davis C’93 G’95 Gr’98. One 

grandson is Harrison A. Meyer C’19.

Evelyn F. Embessi Nu’61 GNu’63, 
Winchester, VA, a retired nurse; Jan. 26.

David J. Feinberg Ar’61, Cutler Bay, FL, 

a retired architect; Feb. 21. He served in the 

US Army. At Penn, he was a member of Tau 

Delta Phi fraternity, WXPN, and the ROTC.

Pamela “Penny” Palmer MacGahan 
EE’61, Chevy Chase, MD, a retired software 
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faculty position at Penn Nursing, where 

she cofounded a post-master’s Teacher 

Education Program. She also served as as-

sociate director of Penn’s Pan-American 

Health Organization/WHO Collaborating 

Center for Nursing and Midwifery Leader-

ship and coordinator of the Penn-Malawi 

Women for Women’s Health project. In 

Malawi, she delivered between 1,500 and 

2,000 newborns. Over the course of her 

career, she published several journal ar-

ticles and book chapters about her work, 

including multiple works discussing how 

she learned to incorporate Western medi-

cine with the traditional medicine she 

encountered in Africa. She retired from 

the WHO Collaborating Center in 2003.

Dr. Jeff rey A. Wortman V’69, King of 

Prussia, PA, a professor emeritus of radiol-

ogy and the former associate dean for aca-

demic and curricular aff airs at Penn Vet 

and a former faculty member at the Perel-

man School of Medicine; March 11. He was 

hired as an assistant professor of radiology 

at Penn Vet in 1981 (he also accepted a sec-

ondary appointment as an assistant profes-

sor of radiology in Penn’s School of Medi-

cine in 1984). In 1987, he was promoted to 

associate professor of radiology. In 1999, he 

became the associate dean for academic 

and curricular aff airs at Penn Vet, serving 

under three consecutive deans of the 

school. Among other accolades, he received 

the Veterinary Student Government Award 

for Excellence in Teaching and a Penn 

Alumni Award of Merit. He retired from 

Penn in 2012. He served in the US Army 

Veterinary Corps during the Vietnam War.

Peter B. Vasta Jr. PT’69, Savannah, 

GA, a retired home health physical thera-

pist; March 26.

1970
Dr. Thomas J. Braun W’70, Denver, a 

retired physician at a Veterans Aff airs hos-

pital; Nov. 5. At Penn, he was a member of 

Delta Psi fraternity and the ice hockey team.

Charles P. Green GME’70, Kennett 

Square, PA, a mechanical engineer who 

founded his own company, Sierra Con-

cepts; May 13, 2021.

tions and universities; Dec. 16. At Penn, he 

was a member of WXPN.

Dr. Thomas P. Nigra M’67, Washing-

ton, DC, a dermatologist; March 21.

Bernard C. Topper Jr. L’67, Darien, 

CT, a retired attorney; April 7.

Kenneth L. Wolfe WG’67, Lebanon, 

PA, retired chairman and CEO of the Her-

shey Company; May 9, 2020. He served in 

the US Navy.

1968
Dr. Dennis W. Cronin M’68, Media, 

PA, a surgeon; April 1. He served in the US 

Air Force.

Bruce T. Grimm Gr’68, Potomac, MD, 

a retired economist for the US Department 

of Commerce; April 18, 2021.

Robert A. O’Hare GEE’68, Flourtown, 

PA, an electrical engineer for the UNIVAC 

division of Remington Rand; July 25.

Dr. Joseph J. Zukoski Jr. D’68, Pana-

ma City, FL, a retired dentist; January 21. 

He served in the US Navy Dental Corps.

1969
E. Foster De Reitzes L’69, Santa Fe, 

NM, a retired lawyer; Feb. 27.

Frank N. Dimeo Sr. GrEng’69, Drex-

el Hill, PA, a retired professor of electrical 

engineering at Villanova University; Feb. 

19. He was also a research engineer for a 

defense contractor. He served in the US 

Army during the Korean War.

Barry A. Ebert WG’69, Melbourne, FL, 

a retired business broker; Nov. 17.

Patricia M. Haynor-Maaswinkel 
GNu’69, Woodbury, NJ, a professor of 

nursing leadership and administration at 

Villanova University; Oct. 14. 

Sr. Rose M. Kershbaumer Nu’69 
GNu’71, Philadelphia, a former faculty 

member at Penn Nursing and the founder 

and director of several Penn centers that 

had global impact; March 20. She joined 

the Medical Mission Sisters in the early 

1950s and trained as a nurse-midwife. Af-

ter working abroad for organizations such 

as the World Health Organization (WHO), 

the Peace Corps, and the Rockefeller Foun-

dation, she returned to the US and took a 

Nancy T. Snyder GNu’65, Newtown 

Square, PA, a retired associate director of 

Lankenau Hospital School of Nursing (PA); 

April 9.

George B. Warner PT’65, Hummel-

stown, PA, a retired physical therapist; 

March 19.

1966
Dr. Louis H. Betz M’66 GM’70, Lew-

isburg, PA, a retired ophthalmologist; 

April 7. He served in the US Navy as a 

trauma surgeon during the Vietnam War. 

His wife is Joyce Fedders Betz CW’66, and 

his daughter is E. Dana B. Johns C’99.

Dr. Jordan E. Bluth D’66, Las Vegas, 

a former dentist; July 19, 2021. He served 

in the US Army as a dentist. His brother is 

Dr. Norman Bluth D’60.

Rocco Conte II L’66, Darien, CT, an 

attorney; Dec. 15, 2020. He served in the 

US military during the Vietnam War.

Paul G. Gitlin C’66, Newton Upper 

Falls, MA, a lawyer; March 15.

Edwin S. Jackson Jr. W’66 WG’68, 
St. Simons Island, GA, a retired entrepre-

neur who owned several small businesses; 

April 22. At Penn, he was a member of Phi 

Gamma Delta fraternity.

Kenneth M. Robins W’66, Denver, a 

retired attorney; April 6. At Penn, he was 

a member of Phi Sigma Delta fraternity 

and Mask & Wig.

Arthur R. Steinberg Gr’66, Brownsville, 

VT, professor emeritus at MIT; April 3.

Marcia Stein-Tretler CW’66, Great 

Neck, NY, Jan. 7. Her husband is Richard 

S. Tretler W’66, and one son is Jonathan 

Tretler C’93 WG’97.

Burton H. Strom GEE’66, Wakefi eld, 

RI, CEO of a Volkswagon restoration spe-

cialist; Oct. 14.

David L. Talbott GCP’66, Arlington, 

VA, a former urban planner for the City of 

Falls Church (VA); March 12. He was also 

a professor at the University of the District 

of Columbia.

1967
Marc M. Diamond C’67, Baltimore, a 

fundraising executive at several founda-
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Janet E. McLaughlin FA’70, Cottage 

Grove, OR, March 9.

1971
Charles J. Hobe Jr. W’71, Warmin-

ster, PA, an artist and owner of an antique 

restoration business; March 10. At Penn, 

he was a member of Phi Kappa Sigma 

fraternity, and the baseball and sprint 

football teams.

John C. Kelbaugh Jr. WG’71, Mount 

Pleasant, SC, an executive in the boat 

manufacturing industry; February 2. He 

served in the US Navy.

Eugene F. Noel Jr. PT’71, Alexandria, 

LA, a physical therapist; April 3.

1972
Amy Ryerson Borer CW’72, Newtown 

Square, PA, a horticulturist and owner of 

a landscape design company; March 1. Her 

husband is Edward Turner Borer W’60.

Dr. Robert A. Doughty M’72 Gr’73 
GM’73, Easton, MD, a retired pediatric 

rheumatologist and former medical direc-

tor at Nemours Children’s Hospital; Jan. 

21. He also held faculty appointments at 

the University of Pennsylvania and Thom-

as Jeff erson University.

Dr. Samuel W. Feinstein C’72 D’76, 
Greenwich, NJ, a dentist; April 13, 2021. At 

Penn, he was a member of the fencing 

team. Two brothers are Michael A. Fein-

stein C’75 and David Feinstein GEng’76.

Hon. Randy J. Holland L’72, Rehoboth 

Beach, DE, a retired Delaware Supreme 

Court justice; March 15. At Penn, he was a 

member of Delta Upsilon fraternity.

Dr. William C. Schlansker D’72, An-

chorage, AK, a retired dentist; Feb. 12.

1973
Stephan H. Levitt Gr’73, Flushing, NY, 

Oct. 14, 2020.

Walter A. Levy G’73, Philadelphia, a 

retired telecommunications consultant; 

April 11. He served in the US Army Signal 

Corps. His wife is Deborah H. Wolff , Esq. 

CW’62 GEd’66, one son is Andrew G. Levy 

Gr’91, and one stepdaughter is Lesley Anne 

Wolff  C’93.

Lawrence D. Norton WG’76, Havana, 

FL, a retired marketing director for Mc-

Donald’s; March 19. He served in the US 

Navy. His wife is Patricia D. Norton SW’76.

Alan B. Vlcek L’76, Jacksonville, FL, a 

lawyer; Feb. 24. He served in the US Navy 

and the US Navy Reserve.

1977
Jo Ann Taricani G’77 Gr’86, Seattle, a 

professor of music history at the Univer-

sity of Washington; Feb. 1.

1978
Barrie Rabinowitz Cassileth Gr’78, 

Los Angeles, a former associate professor 

of medical sociology in Penn’s Perelman 

School of Medicine and a pioneer of cancer 

care; Feb. 26. After graduating from Penn, 

she was hired as a research assistant profes-

sor of medicine, eventually becoming an 

associate professor. She also served as direc-

tor of Penn’s Hospice Program and director 

of the psychosocial program at Penn’s Can-

cer Center. She later taught at Duke, Har-

vard, and the University of North Carolina, 

and she founded the Integrative Medicine 

Service at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 

Center in New York. She brought treat-

ments like acupuncture and massage into 

mainstream cancer care, while emphasizing 

that natural methods should not be a sub-

stitute for conventional medicine. She re-

tired from Memorial Sloan Kettering in 

2016. Her children include Jodi Cassileth 

Greenspan C’84, Wendy Cassileth C’86, and 

Gregory M. Cassileth C’93.

Jennifer R. Londre W’78, Lincoln, 

NE, a corporate marketer and fi tness in-

structor; March 21.

1979
Eleanor Platt Erisman SW’79, Glad-

wyne, PA, a former hospice worker; April 13.

James E. Staker Jr. WG’79, Braden-

ton, FL, a business manager and consul-

tant; Feb. 23.

1980
Charles E. DeBerry Jr. C’80, Windsor, 

CT, an insurance underwriter; March 18.

1974
Seth T. Gardner WG’74, Wawa, PA, a 

banker and owner of a custom framing 

shop; March 5. He served in the US Army 

and the National Guard. At Penn, he was 

a member of Delta Phi fraternity.

Anita Nosovsky Goldberg SW’74, 
Baltimore, Sept. 6.

Hollis T. Hurd L’74, Presto, PA, an at-

torney; Feb. 25.

David S. Machlowitz C’74, Westfi eld, 

NJ, a retired general counsel in the phar-

maceutical industry; Jan. 22. At Penn, he 

was a member of the Daily Pennsylvanian.

Bonita “Bonnie” M. Moore Nu’74, 
South Hamilton, MA, a nurse specializing 

in trauma and cardiac care; March 4.

Mary M. Logrando Rubin Nu’74 
GNu’82 GrN’92, Sausalito, CA, a profes-

sor of nursing at the University of Califor-

nia San Francisco; Feb. 28.

1975
Sung J. Choi G’75, Philadelphia, a retired 

high school ESL (English as a second language) 

teacher; July 20, 2021. He served in the US 

Army. His wife is Monica Wolcott Choi GNu’72.

John P. Claypool GFA’75 GAr’76 
GCP’76, Greenwood Village, CO, former 

director of AIA Philadelphia/Center for 

Architecture; June 29, 2020.

Dr. Francis C. Plucinsky GM’75, Spring 

Twp., PA, an anesthesiologist and director 

of a hospital’s anesthesia department; Dec. 

12. He served in the US Army.

Jeff ry N. Savitz G’75 WG’75, Dallas, 

founder of a market research company; 

Jan. 18, 2021. At Penn, he was a member of 

Sigma Alpha Mu fraternity.

1976
Hon. Bruce F. Bratton L’76, Susque-

hanna Twp., PA, a former a judge in the 

Dauphin County (PA) Court of Common 

Pleas; March 10. He served in the US Army 

during the Vietnam War.

Prentice S. Cole Jr. W’76, Philadel-

phia, former owner of a wine distribution 

business and a barbecue restaurant; March 

31. At Penn, he was a member of the Glee 

Club. His wife is Paula L. Rubin-Cole PT’76.
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1981
Robert W. Larson Jr. C’81, Tinton 

Falls, NJ, Dec. 24.

Dr. Stephen E. Shpeen D’81, Voorhees, 

NJ, a dentist and adjunct professor of den-

tistry at Penn Dental; April 19.

1982
Gary A. Miller W’82 L’85, Philadel-

phia, a lawyer; Oct. 8. One daughter is 

Rebecca Miller W’10.

1984
Joan B. Bester C’84, Port Washington, 

NY, a former school psychologist; Nov. 1.

E. Juanita Hyson SW’84, Lansdale, PA, 

a retired hospice social worker; March 12.

Michael Lacovara C’84, Riverside, CT, 

a lawyer specializing in mergers and ac-

quisitions; Feb. 25.

Rodney W. Meadows GAr’84, Louis-

ville, OH, an architect; March 25.

Victoria M. Posner WG’84, Rochester, 

NY, Dec. 24.

Susan B. Rosle GNu’84, Colchester, VT, 

a former assistant director of a child and 

adolescent mental health agency; April 11.

1985
Thomas S. McCleary WG’85, Hins-

dale, IL, a retired investment bank execu-

tive; March 12. At Penn, he was a member 

of the Wharton Follies.

1987
Dr. R. Earl Bartley III M’87, Colum-

bus, OH, an orthopedic surgeon; Aug. 16. 

His mother is Olis Fields Bartley GEd’62.

1989
Susan B. Baird G’89, Buzzards Bay, MA, 

a retired cancer nursing administrator at 

various hospitals; March 30. Earlier, she 

was a research associate at Penn Nursing.

Milton L. Cofi eld WG’89, Doha, Qatar, 

a professor of management at Carnegie Mel-

lon University’s Qatar campus; April 20.

Mary Beth Marschik G’89, Hummel-

stown, PA, a retired employee of the Pennsyl-

vania Judicial Center and a former adjunct 

professor at Central Penn College; Feb. 14. 

Louis B. Roitblat WG’89, Piedmont, 

CA, a former marketing executive; Feb. 25.

1990
Miriam Cardozo Charney L’90, Saint 

Paul, MN, a rabbi, lawyer, and law profes-

sor; March 24.

1993
Christopher S. Van Riet C’93 W’93, 

Houston, cofounder of Radius Group, a 

warehouse developer in Russia; May 16, 

2021. At Penn, he was a member of Phi 

Beta Kappa Honor Society, Sigma Chi fra-

ternity, and the football team. His father 

is Dr. Lieven J. Van Riet GM’62, and one 

brother is Gleeson Van Riet C’91 W’91.

1994
Dr. Kelly Ka-Lai Siu C’94 M’99, Wal-

nut Creek, CA, a former Penn faculty mem-

ber, an ophthalmologist, and an assistant 

chief of community health at Kaiser Per-

manente; Nov. 5. At Penn, her research 

involvement included the Human Genome 

Project and she was awarded a Petrus 

Camper Award for research in the Neth-

erlands. She received a distinguished 

teaching award in biology. As a student at 

Penn, she was a member of Bloomers and 

the Penn Band. The Kelly K. Siu, MD C’94 

M’99 Scholarship Fund has been estab-

lished in her memory at Penn. 

Dr. Tara N. Vandegrift C’94, Mount 

Pleasant, SC, a primary care physician; 

March 17. At Penn, she was a member of 

Alpha Phi sorority.

1995
Michael S. Graves W’95, New York, an 

investment manager and founder of sev-

eral companies; Jan. 21.

John R. Karam GAr’95, Trent Woods, 

NC, an architect; Feb. 26.

1996
Fernando Antonio Hadba WG’96, 

Sao Paulo, Brazil, a banker; Nov. 1.

Dr. Nancy Resciniti V’96, Mountain 

Top, PA, a veterinarian; Feb. 11.

2000
Tanya Seaman GCP’00, Philadelphia, 

an environmentalist, traffi  c safety advo-

Ar Architecture

ASC Annenberg

C  College (bachelor’s)

CCC  College Collateral Courses

CE  Civil Engineering

CGS  College of General Studies (till 2008)

Ch  Chemistry

ChE  Chemical Engineering

CW  College for Women (till 1975)

D  Dental Medicine

DH  Dental Hygiene

EAS  Engineering and Applied 

 Science (bachelor’s) 

Ed  Education

EE  Electrical Engineering

FA  Fine Arts

G  master’s, Arts and Sciences

GAr  master’s, Architecture

GCE  master’s, Civil Engineering

GCh  master’s, Chemical Engineering

GCP  master’s, City Planning

GD  Dental, post-degree

GEd  master’s, Education

GEE  master’s, Electrical Engineering

GEng  master’s, Engineering and 

 Applied Science

GEx master’s, Engineering Executive

GFA  master’s, Fine Arts

GGS  master’s, College of General Studies

GL  master’s, Law

GLA  master’s, Landscape Architecture

GME  master’s, Mechanical Engineering

GM  Medicine, post-degree

GMt  master’s, Metallurgical Engineering

GNu  master’s, Nursing

GPU  master’s, Governmental  

 Administration

Gr  doctorate

GrC  doctorate, Civil Engineering

GrE  doctorate, Electrical Engineering

GrEd  doctorate, Education

GrL  doctorate, Law

GrN  doctorate, Nursing

GRP  master’s, Regional Planning

GrS  doctorate, Social Work

GrW doctorate, Wharton

GV  Veterinary, post-degree

Hon  Honorary

HUP  Nurse training (till 1978)

L  Law

LAr  Landscape Architecture

LPS Liberal and Professional Studies

M  Medicine

ME  Mechanical Engineering

MT  Medical Technology

MtE  Metallurgical Engineering

Mu  Music

NEd  Certificate in Nursing

Nu  Nursing (bachelor’s)

OT  Occupational Therapy

PSW  Pennsylvania School of Social Work

PT  Physical Therapy

SAMP School of Allied Medical 

Professions

SPP Social Policy and Practice (master’s)

SW  Social Work (master’s) (till 2005)

V  Veterinary Medicine

W  Wharton (bachelor’s)

WAM Wharton Advanced Management

WEF  Wharton Extension Finance

WEv  Wharton Evening School

WG  master’s, Wharton

WMP Wharton Management Program

School Abbreviations
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Alumni  Obituaries

nis Associate Professor of Computer and 

Information Science. He twice won Penn 

Engineering’s S. Reid Warren Jr. Award for 

Distinguished Teaching, and he also re-

ceived Penn’s Lindback Award for Distin-

guished Teaching in 2000.

James Pickands III, Clearwater, FL, 

an emeritus professor in the Wharton 

School’s department of statistics; March 

9. He joined Wharton’s faculty in 1969 

as an associate professor of statistics and 

operations research. A highly regarded 

mathematical statistician, he published 

and lectured widely on the Central Lim-

it Theorem and on Gaussian processes. 

He was promoted to a full professor in 

1984 and retired in 1996. He served in 

the US Army.

Benjamin Shih-Ping Shen, Philadel-

phia, the Reese W. Flower Professor Emer-

itus in the department of physics and 

astronomy of Penn’s School of Arts and 

Sciences, and Penn’s interim provost from 

1980 to 1981; April 10. He joined the Penn 

faculty in 1966 as an associate professor 

of astronomy, becoming a full professor 

in 1968 and receiving his named profes-

sorship in 1972. He served as chair of the 

department of astronomy and astrophys-

ics from 1973 to 1979. Beginning in 1968, 

he served as director of Penn’s Flower and 

Cook Observatory. In 1979, he was named 

associate provost by then provost Vartan 

Gregorian Hon’88. The next year, he was 

named acting (interim) provost after Gre-

gorian’s resignation. In 1981, he resigned 

as acting provost, continuing his faculty 

work at Penn. He was a pioneer in the use 

of particle accelerators for astrophysical 

research, and his work centered around 

the cascade of nuclear interactions trig-

gered by cosmic rays, high energy parti-

cles that move through space at nearly 

the speed of light. He retired from Penn 

in 1996.

Dr. Stephen E. Shpeen. See Class of 

1981.

Dr. Kelly Ka-Lai Siu. See Class of 1994.

Dr. Jeff rey A. Wortman. See Class of 

1969.

Sr. Rose M. Kershbaumer. See Class 

of 1969.

Stephen J. Kobrin, the William H. 

Wurster Emeritus Professor of Multina-

tional Management at the Wharton 

School; May 6. In 1987, he joined the 

Wharton faculty as the Anheuser-Busch 

Term Professor of Management, becom-

ing the department’s chair in 1989. In 

1992, he was named the Wurster Profes-

sor and director of the Wurster Center for 

International Management Studies. In 

1994, he was named codirector of the 

Lauder Institute, a dual-degree program 

between Wharton and the School of Arts 

and Sciences that had been formed from 

the organizational framework of the 

Wurster Center. He served as director of 

the Lauder Institute until 2000, then 

again as its interim director from 2006 to 

2007. In 2008, he launched Wharton 

School Press; he was also a Wharton 

Group Speaker from 2000 until 2014, 

when he retired from Penn.

Dr. Horace MacVaugh III. See Class of 

1955.

Dr. Franz M. Matschinsky, Walling-

ford, PA, a former professor in the Perel-

man School of Medicine’s department of 

biochemistry and biophysics and “the fa-

ther of glucokinase research”; March 31. 

He became a visiting professor in biochem-

istry and biophysics at Penn in 1976, and 

a full professor the following year. At Penn, 

he continued his groundbreaking research 

of glucokinase, which he started at Wash-

ington University. In 1983, he became the 

director of what is now Penn’s Institute for 

Diabetes, Obesity, and Metabolism. In 

1985, he was designated the Benjamin 

Rush Professor of Biochemistry and Bio-

physics, a chair he held until 2004. One 

son is Benno Matschinsky EAS’87.

Max Mintz, professor emeritus of com-

puter and information science in Penn’s 

School of Engineering and Applied Sci-

ence; April 18. In 1974, he joined Penn’s 

faculty as an assistant professor of systems 

engineering and was promoted to associ-

ate professor in 1976. Ten years later, he 

was named the Alfred G. and Meta A. En-

cate, and cofounder of PhillyCarShare, a 

nonprofi t car-sharing service; March 17.

2001
Nancy L. Pinto-Orton Gr’01, Ogden, 

UT, a former professor of anthropology at 

the University of Maryland and Widener 

University; Feb. 17.

2003
Dr. Saul Torres D’03, Tampa, FL, a 

dentist; July 27.

2007
Andrew Kiracofe C’07, Mayo, MD, an 

engagement director at the international 

management consultancy fi rm Wilson Pe-

rumal & Co.; Sept. 1. At Penn, he was a 

member of Phi Delta Theta fraternity.

2011
Kirk D. Junco WAM’11, East Granby, 

CT, a retired chief operating offi  cer of a 

construction company; Sept. 18.

2015
Nicholas F. Normile W’15, New York, 

a vice president of technology investing at 

Willoughby Capital Holdings; April 18. His 

parents are Thomas J. Normile CE’78 and 

Rosemarie Fabien Gr’94.

2019
Elizabeth H. Guner C’19, Weehawken, 

NJ, an analyst for the investment bank 

Raymond James; Jan. 30.

Faculty & Staff 
Harold Bonavita-Goldman, Kingston, 

NY, a former member of the board of advi-

sors at the University of Pennsylvania’s 

School of Social Policy & Practice and the 

fi rst openly gay president and CEO of the 

Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia; 

Feb. 5. His husband is Dr. John Bonavita-

Goldman M’73 GM’77.

Barrie Rabinowitz Cassileth. See Class 

of 1978.

Sr. Marie K. Conaughton. See Class of 1962.

Helen C. Rogoff  Davies. See Class of 1960.

Dr. Robert A. Doughty. See Class of 1972.
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Classifieds

Career Opportunities
RECENT PROSTHODONTIC GRADUATE looking 

to start career and buy dental practice, CT, NY, NJ 

or PA (GP or prosth). Please call 917-740-5338

Collectibles
BUYING COLLECTIONS OF BOOKS and Pulp 

Magazines, especially Science Fiction, Fantasy, 

Horror and others. Email: ray@raybowman.com

CLASSIC AUTOMOBILE ENTHUSIAST buying car 

collections and estates. (646) 657-8813.

aeschlus@gmail.com

Gift Ideas
PERSONALIZED ENGRAVED GIFTS  Custom 

Engraved Decanters, Bowls, Vases & Wine Bottles. 

www.personalized-engraved-gifts.com

Perfect Pets

TRAINED MINI SCHNAUZERS  www.SVCCToys.

com Penn Grad/Professor breeds and trains. 

Wanting the perfect pet? 215-588-1188

Personals
BOOK LOVERS DATING Find a match that loves 

books. www.booklovers.dating

LIMITED SPRINGTIME OFFER!  Complimentary 

inclusion in exclusive database, for personalized 

introductions contact: 

fay@meaningfulconnections.com

212-877-5151

Vacation Rental—Foreign

CHILE, NORTHERN PATAGONIA Huge 2,500 sf 

villas @ 5-star Eco resort.  44,000 private acres 

with 17 untouched miles of Pacific Oceanfront. 

20 min. from Puerto Montt Intl. airport.  Private 

helicopter, fly fishing, hiking, kayaking, horse 

riding, ATV trails, spa, masseuse, boating, pen-

guins, sea lions, pumas. All inclusive. $1,475 

nightly/pp. Terms, see www.hotelmarimari.com

Vacation Rental—USA

LAKE HAVASU CITY, AZ  4,500 square foot 

luxury desert oasis on the golf course. For up to 

14 persons. For availability see www.boutiq.co

STONE HARBOR, NJ On beach. Outstanding 

home. Great on/off Season Rental. Call (570) 

287-0595. www.Stoneharborbeachhouses.com 

or email: RAdams150@aol.com

INCREASES YOUR 
ATTRACTIVENESS

Vial of 1/6 oz. lasts 4-6 months 
Athena 10X tm For Men $99.50

10:13 tm For Women $98.50
Cosmetics        Free U.S. Shipping 

Unscented
Fragrance
Additives

Created by 
Winnifred Cutler,
Ph.D. in biology

from U. Penn, post-
doc Stanford.  Co-
discovered human

pheromones in
1986

Effective for 74%
in two 8-week 

studies and 68% in 
a 3rd study. 

INCREASE AFFECTION

PROVEN EFFECTIVE IN 3
PUBLISHED STUDIES

Not in stores 610-827-2200 
Athenainstitute.com
Athena Institute, 1211 Braefield Rd., Chester Spgs, PA 19425  PGZ

♥ Chloe (WI) “I need more 10:13. It’s wonder-
ful.  Before, it was like I didn’t exist; now every-
one is so nice to me.  They notice me, pay
attention, act courteous.  I am ecstatic with it.”

♥ Brett (MN)“Women seem absolutely enthralled
with everything I have to say.
10X has had enormous impact in
my interpersonal relationships.” 

I’m getting married in June.  

I wanted to thank you personally for  

all your help and mentoring me, and to 
thank your team for their help as well. 

It was because of you and your team  

that I have met my future wife. 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart  

for all your help and support.

—Entrepreneur, San Francisco

CLIENT SUCCESS STORY 

Matchmaker Jasbina

info@IntersectionsMatch.com

877-289-7107, www.IntersectionsMatch.com 

> I’M A MATCH

NYC-based, finance executive originally 
from the Midwest seeks a professionally  
established and positive-minded 
partner (39–45); East Coast/Midwest.

Family-oriented, physically active, 

and looking forward to building a family  
together—she appreciates the same
in a partner.

Matchmaker Jasbina

info@IntersectionsMatch.com

877-289-7107, www.IntersectionsMatch.com 

> I’M A MATCH

ARE YOU A SINGLE  
MAN (39–45)?

Classifi ed Advertising

Regular Classified

$4.00 per word for 1 issue; $3.60 per word for 

3 issues; $3.25 per word for 6 issues

Display Classified

$150 per column inch (depth)

(Column width is 2.2”; provide hi-res PDF/JPG) 

For more information email caiazzo@upenn.edu 

or visit thepenngazette.com/advertise
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The caption from this page of the June 30, 1922, 

Gazette reads, “Some Commencement Day 

Scenes Through a Movie Camera: 1) Seniors 

arriving at Weightman Hall 2) Acting Provost 

Penniman and recipients leaving Weightman 

Hall 3) Some of the guests 4) Dr. Weygandt 

speaking 5) In the ‘bleachers’ 6) Another 

section of the parade.”A Wise Move
Old Penn

A fter 165 Commencement ceremonies 
across Philadelphia—in venues 
such as the Metropolitan Opera 

House, the Academy of Music, and the 
halls of the original campus at Fourth 
and Arch Streets—Penn’s 166th Com-
mencement was held for the fi rst time 
at the University’s West Philadelphia 
campus 100 years ago on June 14, 1922. 
The move supplied something that was 
missing at the earlier locations: “a truly 
academic atmosphere,” explained 
Pennsylvania Gazette editors in the 
June 30 issue that year.

The chosen spot was Weightman 
Hall, built as an athletic fi eld house in 
1904 by architect Frank Miles Day 
C1883 Hon1918. Although it lacked the 
seating and acoustics of a music venue, 
“everybody is ready to concede to the 
wisdom of holding the 1922 
Commencement exercises on campus.”

To compensate for the limited seat-
ing, undergraduate and professional 
schools were split up into two ses-
sions, and attendees were limited to 
the graduates themselves and their 
immediate families. But in return, 
this allowed time for the reading of 
each of the graduates’ names—all 
1,196 of them—instead of awarding 
their degrees en masse, as had been 
the custom. 

The move also provided an opportu-
nity for graduates to process across 
campus in their regalia, a scene 
“whose pictorial qualities will not soon 
be forgotten.” And another innovation 
“that deserved more attention than it 
received” was the use of an offi  cial cer-
emonial stage and platform, with the 
University’s coat of arms painted on 
the backdrop.

“This Commencement is somewhat 
diff erent,” Acting Provost Josiah 
Penniman Hon1922 told the Class of 

1922, as he sent them out into the 
“less-sheltered, less-protected and 
more exacting life of the great world.”

After fi ve years at Weightman Hall, 
Commencement was moved in 1927 to 
the recently opened Palestra. In 1932 it 

moved to Municipal Auditorium (bet-
ter known as Convention Hall), where 
the Perelman Center now sits. It re-
mained there, with a few notable ex-
ceptions, until moving to its current 
location at Franklin Field in 1986.—NP
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